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Governor
Ted Kulongoski

US House of Representatives

1st District David Wu

2nd District Carol Voisin

3rd Distrcit Earl Blumenauer
4th District Peter DeFazio
5th District Darlene Hooley

Oregon House of Representatives

District 7 Mitch Greenlick
District 16 Sara Gelser
District 21 Brian Clem
District 36 Mary Nolan
District 41 Carolyn Tomei
District 42 Diane Rosenbaum
District 43 Chip Shields
District 44 Tina Kotek
District 45 Jackie Dingfelder
District 46 Ben Cannon
District 49 Rob Brading
Oregon State Senate

District 7 Vicki Walker
District 8 Mario Magana
District 10 Paul Evans
District 17 Brad Avakian
Benton County Commission
Position 1 Linda Modrell

Clackamas County Commission
Position 2 Lynn Peterson

Deschutes County Commission
Mara Stein

West Lane County Commission
Bill Fleenor

Multnomah County Commission
District 2 Jeff Cogan

Ballot Measures

YES on 26-80, Metro Natural Areas
Bond Measure

YES on 46 - Allows the Voters to
Regulate Campaign Finance

YES on 47 - Enacts Campaign
Finance Reform

NO on 48 - Mandatory State
Spending Cap
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Nov. 7 is Election Day

ExCom Ballots due
Dec. 1
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This upcoming election, November 7, is one of the
most important Oregon has seen in years. The very di-
rection of our state and the quality of Oregonis environ-
ment are at stake. Arguably nothing is more important
in this regard than re-electing Governor Ted Kulongoski
to a second term. For the Sierra Club and others who
care about Oregonis environment, the case for the re-
election of Governor Kulongoski could not be clearer.

Here are a just a few examples of whatis at stake in
this election for Oregonis environment:

Global Warming: Governor Kulongoski is taking bold
action to put Oregon at the forefront in producing clean
energy and pghting global warming. Under Kulongos-
kibs leadership, the state has adopted oclean caro tail-
pipe emissions standards that will reduce automobile
emissions that dirty our air and contribute to global
warming, lead to cars that burn less gas, and provide
Oregon consumers choices the automobile industry has
opposed for years.

Clean Energy: The governor is developing a plan to
have 25% of Oregonis energy come from renewable
sources such as solar and wind by 2025, which would
put Oregon at the forefront of clean energy production.
Oregon currently has signipcant untapped wind and so-
lar resources, and plans like the Governoris will speed
the development of clean energy alternatives to coal,
nuclear and hydroelectric dams.

Roadless Area Conservation: Governor Kulongoski
has taken a major stand in the pght to protect Oregonis

wildlands by suing the Bush administration over its
abandonment of a national strategy to protect Americais
remaining roadless forests and to stop two logging op-
erations in Oregonis largest roadless area in the Siskiyou
National Forest. A federal judge recently ruled Bushis
roadless strategy illegal and restored protections for the
nationds roadless areas, proving the governor and the
environmental community right. While the Bush admin-
istration is threatening an appeal and has kept logging
in roadless areas in Oregon despite the ruling, the gov-
ernor has stepped up his pght to halt the cutting.

Ocean Protection: The Governor has made a priority
of protecting Oregonis oceans and psheries, taking steps
to establish protect marine areas to recover depleted
psheries, protect sensitive reefs, and prevent offshore oil
drilling, while also pghting for solutions in the Klamath
Basin and Columbia Rivers that will bring back salmon
runs that sustain Native American tribes, coastal psher-
men, and the health of ocean ecosystems.

Environmental Agency Funding: The Governor is
planning a budget for 200762009 that will increase fund-
ing for the Department of Environmental Quality for
monitoring toxics in the Willamette River and the devel-
opment of data that can be used to solve the problem of
otoxic mixing zoneso where industrial plluters and mu-
nicipal sewer systems discharge their waste directly into
Oregonis rivers. In the past years, the legislature has

continued on page 3
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Campaign spending in Oregon is out of control. Since
1996, total reported political spending in Oregon in-
creased tenfold, from $4.2 million to $42 million with no
control measures in place. In fact, Oregon is one of just
pve states with no limits on campaign contributions.
Laws are so lax here that what Tom Delay was indicted
for in Texas, channeling corporate money to state legis-
lative races, is not only legal in Oregon, but under cur-
rent laws there are no limits whatsoever.

This year big timber companies, developers and auto
dealers are shoveling unprecedented sums of money
into Republican Ron Saxtonis campaign for governor.
Saxton plans to spend over $6 million on his race, set-
ting a new all-time record, while it now typically costs
over $500,000 to win a contested race for Senate and
over $250,000 to win a contested seat in the House.

On November 7, Oregon voters have a historic oppor-
tunity to limit campaign spending and pght the inyu-
ence of big money in Oregon politics. Due in part to the
support of the Sierra Club and our members, Measure
46 and 47 will be on the ballot.

Measure 46 is a simple, one-sentence change to the
Oregon Constitution that allows limits on campaign
contributions in Oregon. This is heeded because the Or-
egon Supreme Court ruled in 1997 that the Oregon Con-
stitution does not currently allow any limits on political
contributions in any race for state or local public ofpce.

Measure 47 would enact a comprehensive system of
campaign pnance reform for candidate elections that
would ban corporate and union contributions and set
limits on how much individuals can contribute to politi-
cal campaigns. Individuals would be limited to contrib-
uting $500 in any statewide race and $100 in non-state-
wide races. Newly created osmall donor committeesé
could give unlimited contributions to candidates, but
their money could only come from donations from indi-
viduals giving $50 or less per year to that committee.

Instead of favoring whoever can give the most money
with no limits as the current system does, Measure 47
places emphasis on the ability to raise smaller contribu-
tions from larger numbers of people while eliminating

the biggest source of campaign cash in Oregon: huge
donations from corporations and wealthy individuals.
This system evens the playing peld for groups such as the
Sierra Club, who are typically outspent tens or even hun-
dreds to one by our opponents in elections. With Mea-
sures 46 and 47, elections will favor those candidates that
can successfully engage people with ideas rather than
whoever is more successful at courting the big donors
who use their money to unduly inyuence Oregon politics.

The regulation of campaign contributions as a way to
reduce special interest inyuence in politics is nothing
new. Across the nation, states and communities have
enacted regulations to limit the amount of money given
to politicians. Indeed, in 1994, 72% of voters overwhelm-
ingly passed a campaign pnance reform ballot initiative
that set contribution limits similar to those in Measure 47.

Unfortunately, the will of Oregon voters was over-
turned in 1997 after campaign pnance reform opponents
argued that limits on campaign spending violated the
Oregonis constitutional free speech provision. They ar-
gued that corporations, wealthy individuals and entities
capable of giving large sums of money should be subject
to no limits at all. Oregon politics has been dominated
by large contributors f mainly corporations i ever
since. Its time to make a change.

For more information on Measures 46 and 47, visit the
Fair Elections Oregon website at www.fairelections.net.
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Chapter Calendar

The next Executive Committee meet-
ings are a conference call on Novem-
ber 1 at 5:30 pm and an in-person
meeting in Ashland December 2.

Conifer Deadline

Submit letters, articles and ads for the
Winter issue by December 5. Thanks!

Chapter Thanks

Sarah Coffman, Robert Dawson, Nan-
cy Gray, Judy Heumann, Jan Kistler,
llona LaRue, Meara McNally and Seth
Moore for volunteering in the ofpce

Editoris Note:

Individual views expressed herein do
not necessarily reflect the policies of the
Sierra Club.
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Chair: Jill Workman

Secretary: Dorothy Shoemaker

Treasurer: Mary Anderson

At-large members:

Donald Fontenot, Joseph Vaile, Scott Jerger,
Jerry Sutherland, Ralph Bloemers, Brent
Foster, Kristin Winter, Sunil Shenoy

GROUP CHAIRPERSONS
Columbia: Jeff Fryer

Juniper: George Wilson

Many Rivers: Shannon Wilson
Marys Peak: Barry Wulff
Rogue: Tom Dimitre

CHAPTER REPRESENTATIVES
Council of Club Leaders
Representative: Ralph Bloemers
Alternate: Jill Workman

OREGON CHAPTER

Lisa Gress, Chapter Coordinator, x300
lisa.gress@sierraclub.org

Ivan Maluski, Conservation Coordinator, x304
ivan.maluski@sierraclub.org

2950 SE Stark Street, Suite 110
Portland, 97214
503-238-0442, fax 503-238-6281

Asante Riverwind, Eastside Forest Organizer
asante.riverwind@sierraclub.org
541-549-1782

CHAPTER-LEVEL
ISSUE COORDINATORS

Conservation Chair:
Kendra Kimbiruaskas

Air Quality/Chemical Weapons:
Bob Palzer
Energy: Fred Heutte
Factory Farms: Kendra Kimbiruaskas
Federal Forestlands:
North 6 Joe Keating, South 6 Joseph Vaile,
East d George Wilson, Central  vacant
Global Trade: Michael Geoghegan
High Desert: Ken Snider
Land Use/Transportation:
Scott Chapman
Mt. Hood: Ralph Bloemers
Off-Road Vehicles: Jerry Sutherland
Population: Ramona Rex
Salmon: Jeff Fryer
Tillamook State Forest: Donald Fontenot
Water: Scott Jerger
Wildlife: Sally Mackler

ADDITIONAL CHAPTER
COORDINATORS

Fundraising Chair: Sunil Shenoy
Political Chair:

Oregon Conifer Editor: Jim Flynn
Outings: John Berry and Brad Elliott
Personnel Chair: Joseph Vaile
Webmaster: Alicia Emel

NORTHWEST REGIONAL OFFICE
2950 SE Stark Street, Suite 100

Portland, 97214

503-243-6656, fax 503-238-6281

Paul Shively
Regional Representative, x303
paul.shively@sierraclub.org

Michael OiLeary, BEC, x302
michael.oleary@sierraclub.org

GROUP CONTACT INFORMATION
A Columbia Group

2950 SE Stark Street, Suite 110

Portland, 97214

503-231-0507 x16

A Juniper Group
POB 6376
Bend, 97708-6376

A Many Rivers Group
POB 11211
Eugene, 97440
541-338-8604

A Marys Peak Group
POB 863
Corvallis, 97339

A Rogue Group
84 Fourth Street
Ashland, 97520
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Mary Anderson
503-232-8542
mary.anderson@oregon.sierraclub.org

John Berry Jim Flynn Bob Palzer
541-929-5794 541-683-1645, jimyynn@efn.org 541-482-2492
john.berry@oregon.sierraclub.org Jeff Fryer bob.palzer@sierraclub.org

Ralph Bloemers
503-238-5339
ralph@crag.org
Scott Chapman
503-235-0125
scott@sgc27.com
Tom Dimitre
541-488-4601
tdimitre@earthlink.net
Brad Elliott
503-643-1194

Brent Foster
541-380-1334
brentfoster@ecoisp.com

503-452-1535
jeff.fryer@oregon.sierraclub.org
Michael Geoghegan
503-239-8903
globaltradecmte@yahoo.com
Fred Heutte

503-222-9572
fred.heutte@oregon.sierraclub.org
Scott Jerger

503-542-2015
scott.jerger@oregon.sierraclub.org

Sally Mackler
541-846-6148

Ramona Rex
503-649-1467

Sunil Shenoy
503-629-4909

Dorothy Shoemaker
503-452-1877
dorothy.shoemaker@
oregon.sierraclub.org
Ken Snider

wildlife@oregon.sierraclub.org

ramona.rex@oregon.sierraclub.org

sunil.shenoy@oregon.sierraclub.org

Joseph Vaile
541-488-5789
joseph@kswild.org
George Wilson
541-462-3158
grwls@starband.net
Shannon Wilson
541-746-3371
tsuga@efn.org
Kristin Winter
503-819-5279
kristin.winter@
oregon.sierraclub.org
Jill Workman
503-654-8670
jillworkman@
oregon.sierraclub.org

brad@bradelliott.biz Joe Keating 503-491-7636 x325 Barry Wulff
Alicia Emel 503-234-2613 highdesert@oregon.sierraclub.org 541-929-6272
webmaster@oregon.sierraclub.org keats@aracnet.com Jerry Sutherland wulffb@peak.org

Donald Fontenot
503-704-3116

Kendra Kimbirauskas
503-997-7438

503-233-1552
jerry.sutherland@

donald.fontenot@oregon.sierraclub.org kendrakimbirauskas@yahoo.com oregon.sierraclub.org
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The date has been set for the next Gala celebra-
tion! Be sure to reserve Saturday, February 24, to
celebrate with the Sierra Club. The Gala will be
held on Saturday at the beautiful Melody Ball-
room in southeast Portland. The evening will
include dinner, music, a silent auction and, of
course, the annual awards presentation.

This year, the celebration wonit be limited to the
Gala i we are hosting a weekend of fun activi-
ties including hikes, social activities, and tours of
special Portland places. If you are coming in from
out of town, plan to stay for the weekend and get
to know your fellow Sierra Club members and
activists as well as the Chapter leadership. More
information regarding the weekend-long celebra-
tion will be posted in the next issue of the Conifer.

If you have an item to offer to the auction, please
contact Lisa Gress at the ofpce. Think creatively!
Perhaps you have a house at the beach or in the
mountains that we could offer for a 2- or 3-day
getaway. Maybe you are an avid kayaker and
would be willing to offer a guided tour on your

favorite river.

Also, we are now accepting nominations for the
awards. If you know an outstanding activist work-
ing to explore, enjoy and protect Oregonis natural
environment for the Sierra Club, drop us a line
and let us know more about him or her. Send an
email to oregon.chapter@sierraclub.org or mail it

to the Portland offpce (address above).

Support the
Oregon Chapter
Sierra Club!

NOTE & HOLIDAY CARDS:
$12-15/box

> Holiday boxed sets:
20 cards, 20 envelopes,
assorted designs - $15/box

12 cards, 12 envelopes,
1 design - $12/box

> Regular boxed sets:
20 cards, 20 envelopes,
assorted designs - $15/box

Ask Lisa (above) about ordering
your Sierra Club Note
and Holiday cards!

Make checks payable to
Oregon Chapter Sierra Club
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On October 1, weire launching our Chinook
Book fundraiser! In the spirit of making our
community a healthy place for families, this
year we decided to sell Chinook Book: Coupons
+ Ideas for Living Well in the Portland and Eugene
Metro Regions. We think Chinook Book is a great
fundraising alterative as it promotes healthy
living and local, sustainable businesses. Filled
with information and over 300 coupons, Chinook
Book has become an indispensable community
resource and tool for positive change in our area.

With more valuable coupons than ever before,
from locations all over the Portland and Eugene
Metro Regions, Chinook Book has something
for everyone. Inside, youill pnd coupon offers
for Amtrak Cascades, New Seasons, Tri-met,
Powells.com, Rodda Paint, Ben and Jerryfs,
Oregon Coast Aquarium + many more savings
on groceries, recreation & travel, dining, enter-
tainment, and home & garden. To see a complete
listing, please visit www.chinookbook.net.

Chinook Book makes a great gift F to celebrate
birthdays, holidays... moving day! So pick up
a copy for yourself and one for a friend. Start-
ing in early October, check our website at
oregon.sierraclub.org to purchase your copy of
the Chinook Book and support the Oregon Chapter.

Think Globally, Save Locally Play Constantly!
Save money and strengthen our community with
Chinook Book, all while helping us reach our fund-
raising goal.
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Voisin Will Vote for Your Interests N
Not the Interests of Big Corporations

Thatis the difference between Carol Voisin and
Greg Walden.

Corporations that make big donations to
Walden are well served. The rest of us who canit
afford to give tens of thousands of dollars are
left out. Agribusiness and the forest products
industry have consistently given large donations
to Walden, and his votes reyect that fact.

ITiS TIME FOR A CHANGE!!!

Carol Voisin is challenging Walden for the Sec-
ond Congressional seat. Carol is a woman who
will ensure that all of us in the Second District
are well represented. This is a woman who will
not cater to big corporations. This is a woman
who will represent you!

Carol believes in a sustainable society and
economy. She will be a consistent environmental
vote in Congress.

She supports universal health care and fully
funded health care centers throughout rural
Oregon.

Carol is very concerned about our massive
national debt. She supports a balanced budget
and also wants a serious cleanup of government
fraud, waste, and subsidies to big business. She
supports the estate tax and would vote to repeal
the current tax cuts to the richest 1% and also
strongly supports tax incentives to small busi-
nesses. Carol supports a windfall propt tax on
big oil companies (some of which have seen
their propts exceed $40 billion/year) and backs
a reduction of our dependence on oil, especially
foreign oil.

Carolds foreign policy goals include an end to
the U.S. presence in Iraq, by setting a date for
a staged withdrawal of U.S. troops. She would
cancel the construction of a planned $2-bil-
lion U.S. embassy in Iraq and also cancel the
construction of permanent military bases. She
would provide the Iragi government with funds
to reconstruct their country and would support
the Arab Leagueis help in the rebuilding.
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Lastly, Carol supports public pnancing of
campaigns, to reduce or eliminate the clout of big
business.

Greg Walden has consistently voted against the
interests of the Second District. He has repeatedly
voted to take away or reduce the publicis right to
review Forest Service and BLM logging projects.
He has even reduced the publicis right to use the
courts to challenge timber sales. He has paid back
his corporate timber donors by sponsoring bad
logging legislation - not once, but twice.

Itis Greg Waldenis legislation that is responsi-
ble for the cutting of timber from the Biscuit Fire
in the Kalmiopsis roadless areas. Instead of sup-
porting the protection of this expansive, unique
area, instead of allowing natural regeneration
of burned areas, Walden insisted on a massive
logging project. Walden was also instrumental
in attempting to vilify Oregon State Universityfs
Dan Donato, author of 0Post Fire Logging Hin-
ders Regeneration and Increases Fire Risk,06
because it didnft support his donorsi views.
Walden voted for a massive sell off of public
lands to mining interests. These are some of the
reasons Walden has an 11% environmental score
on his voting record.

0ldm running against Greg Walden and his
voting record,6 Voisin said. 0Hefs lockstep with
Bush. He had no opposition to the USA PATRIOT
Act. He went right along with the war. He voted
for all the appropriations bills. He has supported
almost everything for the Bush administra-
tion and against the environment. Our country
is extremely vulnerable now because of our
national debt, because education is in a crisis,
because our health care is messed up, because the
Iragi war needs to end, and because carbon fuels
are Killing us and our environment,6 she said.
0Those vulnerabilities put our country at great
risk at this time in our history. We need a change
in direction.6

Carol Voisin is a teacher at Southern Oregon
University in Ashland. Contributions to her cam-
paign can be made at her website, www.voisinfor
congress.com. Please support Carol Voisin!
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You are one of our
country’s most
valuable natural
resources.

As our environmental protections continue

to erode under Greg Walden’s watch, so do

our nation’s treasures. Help us preserve our
wildlife, our lands and our freedoms.

Together, we’ll take back our country.

Go to voisinforcongress.com to learn how
you can help.

And thank you Sierra Club for your
ringing endorsement.

Coarol Voizin

Paid for by the commitee to elect Carol Voisin.
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Dear Sierra Club members,

Even though human population increases by 70
million every year (we are now at 6.2 billion), the
Sierra Club has made moving beyond fossil fuels its
top conservation policy. As we debated energy policy
in the Club, we should have addressed population sta-
bilization in relation to that priority. Even though the
United Statesi population has grown rapidly to 300
million and Oregonts population has reached 3.5 mil-
lion, an increase of 20% in ten years, the Sierra Club
is not strongly advocating population stabilization,
and the Board of Directors is unwilling to address the
immigration issue. Human population growth affects
everything from human poverty to global warming to
species extinction.

I have supported, as part of a comprehensive popu-
lation policy, a reduction in immigration levels, but
my reasons for doing so often fall on deaf ears. How
should we address this contentious issue? First, people
are migrating to the United States, particularly from
Mexico and Central America, because economic glo-
balization policies force them to do so. NAFTA (North
American Free Trade Agreement) and CAFTA have
lifted barriers to agricultural imports, and no longer
can Mexican farmers compete with cheap, heavily
subsidized U.S. agricultural commodities. NAFTA
has caused massive loss of jobs, destroyed small-scale
agricultural communities, and created omaquilado-
ras,0 areas of polluting factories and cheap labor.

Second, we should work with our neighbors to the
south to create and support small and medium-sized
enterprises. Think about itfAjust a fraction of the
money we are spending on the Iraq debacle could
foster the conditions for sustainable local develop-

ment. We need to support fair trade and give farmers
fair compensation for the products they produce. At
the same time, industrialized nations and pnancial
institutions should cancel these countriesi debts, and
immigrants can demand that their governments of
origin apply savings from debt cancellation to invest-
ments in human resource development.

Third, we must demand much more funding for
international family planning programs. The Unit-
ed States Agency for International Development
(USAID) receives $425 million, a woefully inadequate
pgure, and the Bush administration has stopped
funding for the United Nations Population Fund
(UNFPA). Millions of couples desperately want access
to voluntary family planning services to limit the
number of children. Three hundred and pfty million
women worldwide need family planning, and half of
the nearly 175 million pregnancies each year are un-
wanted or ill timed. Without family planning services,
families suffer signipcant health consequences, and
countries will face deterioration of social and envi-
ronmental resources. To make matter worse President
Bush reinstated the Mexico City Policy, which dis-
qualipes overseas family planning associations from
receiving U.S. funds if they, with their own money,
lobby to change laws on abortion or provide abortion
services where it is legal to do so.

There will always be immigration into the United
States, but the current unmanageable number of legal
and illegal immigrants into this country will drop
because more people will choose to stay in their home
countries if economic and social conditions improve
for working-class families. If immigration levels drop
to historic levels of 200,000 a year, the United States
can achieve population stabilization, which in my
mind, should be the Clubis top conservation policy.

N GREG Jacos, PRevious CHAIR AND Excom
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continued from page 1
consistently attempted to strip funding from
DEQ, making environmental enforcement
and monitoring increasingly difpcult.

While Governor Kulongoski is busy de-
veloping and enacting solutions that protect
Oregonis clean water, air, and open spaces
while making us a leader in common-sense
conservation efforts, his opponent, Ron Sax-
ton has made it clear he is not interested in
pursuing the above efforts, and would actu-
ally take steps to turn back the clock on envi-
ronmental advances Kulongoski has made.

The environment is one of the biggest
issues at stake in this election. Oregon just
canft afford to abandon the progress Gover-
nor Kulongoski is making on so many key
issues that impact the kind of future and
guality of life our kids will inherit.

Please be sure to return your ballot before
November 7 with a vote for Governor Ku-
longoski, and encourage your friends and
neighbors to do the same. If youbve got time
over the next few weeks, consider volunteer-
ing some time for the local Kulongoski for
Governor effort. Find out how you can help
by visiting www.tedforgov.com. This will be
a pght down to the last vote, and every one of
us can make a difference.
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On April 19 American Rivers, a national organization dedicated to
protecting and restoring healthy natural rivers, released their Most Endan-
gered Rivers report. The Willamette River took the dubious honor of being
named the 0Third Most Endangered River6 in the country. The designa-
tion was granted to the Willamette because of Oregonis use of the toxic
mixing zone loophole, which gives the green light for facilities to dump
millions of pounds of pollution directly into the Willamette River above
state toxicity criteria.

The annual Most Endangered Rivers report highlights ten rivers facing a
major turning point in the coming year, where action by citizens can make
a huge difference for both community well-being and river health.

This is a frightening designation for a state that considers itself so green.
There are two important lessons we can learn from the American Rivers
designation. First of all, the Willamette River is in danger. There are 22
major dischargers along the Willamette River mainstem with toxic mixing
zones, ranging in location from Eugene to Portland. The constant dumping
of heavy metals and other harmful pollutants are having and will continue
to have a negative impact on the psh that live in the Willamette and the
communities and people that live near the river.

This national notice should be a wake-up call for Oregonians and our de-
cision-makers. At the press conference announcing the designation, Heidi
Dahlin, Sierra Club volunteer said, 6Today we get national attention for our
failure to provide what should be a basic right of every Oregonian i the
right to a healthy environment in which to live. And so today, we no longer
ask for the Willamette to be cleaned up, instead we demand that the river
be restored to health.6

The second lesson should be that there is hope for the Willamette River.
There are actions that the state can take right now to stop the use of mixing
zones and to encourage polluters to be responsible citizens and upgrade
their pollution controls to the most modern technology.

The Sierra Clubis Building Environmental Communities campaign and

i
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our partner organizations have been busy over the two years educating
communities about the toxic mixing zone loophole. This Earth Day vol-
unteers knocked on over 1,200 doors and collected 675 public comments

to DEQ demanding they close the toxic mixing zone loophole. Sierra Club
activists, Heidi Dahlin and Nancy Hatch, delivered the public comments to
DEQ at a public hearing on May 18.

We have certainly worked together to make the message clear to DEQ:
Oregonians support protecting the Willamette River. We do not support
dumping dangerous toxins at levels we know are unsafe.

All of our hard work is beginning to pay off. The same day the
Willamette was designated the Third Most Endangered River, DEQ an-
nounced they will be asking the 2007 legislature for funding for a water
quality toxics studies. This important step is a sign that Oregoniansi con-
cerns about the Willamette are being heard.

It seems that at least some legislators are increasingly concerned as well.
State Senator Vicki Walker, the Chair of the Senate Natural Resources Com-
mittee, convened a special peld hearing in Newberg on August 14 where
more than three dozen Sierra Club volunteers made the case that itis time
to close the loophole on toxic mixing zones.

Until the DEQ gets the message, Sierra Club volunteers will continue
to build the demand for proactive change for the Willamette River. Heidi
Dahlin said it the best when she said, olt is the responsibility of the citi-
zens of the state of Oregon to unite and demand that the Willamette River
no longer be treated as an open sewer that conveniently runs through our
communities.6 The rest of this year, activists plan to collect public com-
ments, to talk to their neighbors, and to continue to build a movement of
environmental activists.

You can help this effort in your community. Just a couple hours of your
time can make a huge difference in spreading the news about the Willamette.

For more information, contact Michael OiLeary at michael.oleary@sierra
club.org or 503-243-6656, x302.
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By ANDREW CHRISTIE NATIONAL SIERRA CLuB RESPONSIBLE TRADE COMMITTEE
For many years, environmentalists have noticed that even when we win,
we seem to lose. Whether pghting for cleaner air or in defense of forests or
against bad development projects, what we win is somewhat less dirty air,
a few groves surrounded by miles of stumps, or a development that con-
sumes irreplaceable open space or agricultural land, but not as much as it
might have. If graphed on a chart over the last 30 years or so, our victories
would depict an unmistakably downward slide with the only consolation
being the likelihood that if we did not engage in such battles, the slope
would be much steeper.
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The ogreening06 of corporations, all agreed, is more of a distraction than
a solution. Ités not a matter of some corporations behaving better or worse
than others, but the fundamental nature of the entity. By law, a corporation
must place its bottom line above all other considerations. If paving over
a wetland or cutting down an old growth redwood forest will increase its
propts, a corporation must make every effort to do so. If not polluting a
river will cost more than polluting it or paying the pne for doing so, it must
pght regulators and the courts tooth and nail to be allowed to continue
to pollute. If it does otherwise, it is betraying its promise to its principals
and shareholders and its sole purpose: To make

Thereis a reason.

As the Church was to the Middle Ages, and European
monarchies were to the colonial era, the corporation is
to us. Ultimate power i over our political system and
the fates of Third World economies; over what we see,
hear, eat, drink, breathe, and, ultimately, the way we
think A has come to be concentrated within corporate
boardrooms. Of the worldis 100 largest economies, 48
are countries. 52 are global corporations.

The Sierra Club is moving to take on the stacked
deck of corporate rule. Over the weekend of August
11, just outside the small Sonoma County, California,
town of Occidental, the Clubis Confronting Corporate
Power Task Force and Corporate Accountability Com-
mittee convened a meeting of Club leaders from across
the country. We came from around the state, the Midwest, the south and
the east coast, in a group that included advocates from our Environmental
Justice campaign and Responsible Trade Committee, a member of the Sierra
Clubis board of directors and a former Club president.

Over the three days of 0Community Organizing for Environmental Pro-
tection and Democracy - A New Paradigm,6 we reviewed 150 years of U.S.
history, the rules of global trade as written by and for multinational corpo-
rations, and compared notes on our own experiences running Sierra Club
campaigns in our communities M where, more often than not, we have
come out on the short end of a heavily rigged regulatory process.

The participants concluded that the problem is not bad apples but a bad
barrel: Corporations have amassed far more power than was envisioned by
the inventors of the corporate charter, federal and state governments have
gradually ceded more and more of their authority over them, and the legal
system has skewed heavily toward the constitutional orightsé of corpo-
rate entities M which, as artipcial entities consisting of amassed property
should have no such rights R at the expense of the rights of real human
beings and the rights of nature.
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David Cobb of the Corporate Accountability
Committee and Confronting Corporate
Power Task Force makes a point.

money. They must maximize their propts while
exploiting workers, nations, and the planet.

The conference participants agreed that the
solution to the problem is to wrest from corpo-
rations the rights that were once vested solely
in citizens but which corporations have been
acquiring for themselves for over a century. That
means educating and organizing in our commu-
nities and mounting legal challenges to corpo-
rate rights.

The American Revolution was a revolt against
corporate rule (the 13 colonies were literally
corporations created to carry out the business of
the Crown; the Boston Tea Party was specipcally
a disagreement over ofree trade6 issues), and
the agrarian Populist revolt of the late 19th century was a mass national
re-imagining of the political landscape as a democratic system that would
serve the needs of common people rather than the robber barons who
ruled that era.

0The political and legal culture has been diverting activists from political
arenas where people can depne issues and make the rules,6 wrote Rich-
ard Grossman of the Community Environmental Legal Defense Fund and
Ward Morehouse of the Program on Corporations, Law and Democracy
(POCLAD). In those arenas, owhether we win or lose, it is clear that the
struggle is about who is in charge A corporations or people.6

By the end of the weekend, meeting participants agreed that while the
Sierra Club must continue to do the work of traditional activism i chal-
lenging corporate destruction through the regulatory process and in the
courts to protect the natural world from immediate harms in the short term
M we would all take what weid learned back to our communities and work
to help the Corporate Accountability Committee make the abolition of cor-
porate constitutional rights and the restoration of citizen-based democracy
a long-term Sierra Club priority.
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