HoduHiLniiot

IDUOiO0rUdoidibbdoibidbidiiortuidiniooiod

N R
JLILTOC

Hiboobioogooog

The Oregon Chapter is currently
seeking a volunteer treasurer

(or two people willing to share
the position). Hours are yexible
based on your schedule and the
work may be done from home or
at the Oregon Chapter ofpce. We
are looking for someone with an
accounting or nonpropt trea-
surer background, and we will
provide training to the chosen
person through the national
Sierra Club ofpce. Please submit
your resume and a brief letter
stating your relevant experience
and why youire interested in
volunteering for the Sierra Club
to Tammar Zea, Ofpce Manager,
at tammar.zea@sierraclub.org, or
call 503-238-0442 x300.
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The Oregon Chapter wishes
Senior Regional Representative
Paul Shively well as he transi-
tions this August to a new job
with the Sierra Club in Montana.
For seven years Paul served the
Northwest Region well, becom-
ing an environmental com-
munity leader on salmon and
national political issues. The
Oregon Chapter also bids a very
fond farewell to BEC Organizer
Michael OiLeary who left the
Sierra Club on June 22 to work
on Ballot Measure 49 (Measure
37 reform).
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BY THE SAVE THE WILD RoGuE CAMPAIGN

Books have been written about it, movies have been
plmed on it, and people from around the world travel
to take pleasure in it. Southwest Oregonis Rogue River
yows through one of the most spectacular wild areas
in the United States. The area is an ecological treasure
and an economic engine that deserves more protection
than it currently has. Right now, only part of the lower
Rogueis watershed is protected, leaving a large adja-
cent roadless area, and the tributary streams that yow
through it, open to logging, mining and roadbuilding.

With each timber sale and new road built, the
roadless area shrinks in size, valuable wildlife
habitat is degraded, and recreational opportuni-
ties are diminished. Now is the time to protect
these roadless areas and free-yowing streams
for this and future generations. That is why
groups like the Sierra Club, anglers, boaters,
hotel owners, authors, retail businesses and oth-
ers have joined together for the 6Save the Wild
Rogued campaign.

The Rogue is internationally recognized for its
excellent pshing and boating opportunities and
was one of the original rivers designated under
the Wild & Scenic Rivers Act of 1968. However,
this federal law only protects a narrow strip of
land along the river, when in fact a river is the
sum of its watershed parts. That is why plans
by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) to
clearcut (aka oregenerate6) old-growth forests
along tributary streams such as Kelsey and Whis-
ky Creeks is a really bad idea. Trees older than our
nation provide important habitat for numerous species,
anchor soils, function as carbon sinks, and give shade to
streams that contribute cold water necessary for salmon
and other psh. The BLM plans to log within the Zane
Grey roadless area, which is the largest forested roadless
area managed by BLM in the nation. Beyond beautiful,
this area is an ecological island among a sea of clearcuts.

Unfortunately, the BLM seems stuck in the mud of
20th century forestry while Rogue advocates are paint-
ing a picture of prudent environmental economics. It is
hard to quantify the economic values of an ecosystem,
but society increasingly acknowledges the value of
water quality, air pltration, carbon sequestration, soil
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stabilization and other services that old-growth forests
provide. More directly, tourism on the Wild & Scenic
part of the river contributes more than $13 million an-
nually to the local economy. There is such a demand to
yoat the river, that BLM has placed limits on boating
downriver from Grave Creek and has set up lottery
system to assign permits. A vibrant commercial boating
industry exists on the river as well. The bottom line is
that the lower Rogue is far more valuable as a vibrant,
healthy ecosystem than it is as another landscape of tree
plantations straddling failing salmon streams.

A gentle hike to Rainie Falls, the 40-mile Rogue River
Trail or a yoat down the river all give people an experi-
ence of a lifetime. Be it salmon jumping upstream, os-
preys and bald eagles yying overhead, or the beauty of a
rugged river canyon whispering a sense of quietude not
often found in the modern world, a trip to the Rogue is
a treasure to be held, not squandered.

Please visit our campaign website and speak up on
behalf of the Wild Rogue. Contact your representatives
and ask that they pass Wilderness and Wild & Scenic
legislation this year for the Wild Rogue. Then ask your
friends and family to make the same calls. Learn more
about our proposal, and send an automatic e-mail by
visiting www.savethewildrogue.org.
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BY VAN MaALuskI, CONSERVATION COORDINATOR

The Sierra Clubis advocacy in Salem this year helped
block two bills to increase logging in state forests.
Legislation faltered that would have resulted in increas-
ingly unsustainable logging levels on the Tillamook and
Clatsop state forests in northwest Oregon, and another
bill would have led to the sale of southwest Oregonis
Elliott State Forest to private timber companies if higher
logging levels werenit met.

The timber industry pushed hard for the bills, but
both stalled in the House Agriculture and Natural
Resources Committee and died in late April without a
vote, under threat of a veto from the governor.

The Sierra Club worked with allied conservation
groups, psh advocates, and recreation groups by gener-
ating calls and letters to committee members, lobbying
key legislators, working with the governoris ofpce, and
testifying against both bills.

House Bill 2975 would have changed the ogreatest
permanent valueo rule that guides the management of
over a half a million acres of state forest on the north-
west coast, in the Tillamook and Clatsop State Forests,
what many call the 0Tillamook Rainforest.6 Under cur-
rent forest management plans, the greatest permanent
value rule requires the Tillamook and Clatsop forests to

be managed for ohealthy, productive, and sustainable
forest ecosystems that over time and across the land-
scape provide a full range of social, economic, environ-
mental benepts to the people of Oregon.6

House Bill 2975 would have changed this so that these
forests would be managed iprimarily for timber produc-
tiond and would have thrown out the current manage-
ment plans, requiring the Oregon Department of For-
estry to prioritize logging over psh, wildlife, clean water

continued on page 3
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The Oregon Conifer (ISSN 0164-5536,
USPS 117-710) is published quarterly by
the Oregon Chapter of the Sierra Club,
2950 SE Stark St., Suite 110, Portland, OR
97214, a division of the national Sierra
Club, 85 Second St., 2nd Fl., San Fran-
cisco, CA 94105-3441. The subscription
price of the Oregon Conifer is $12 per
year, which for members is already
included in your national Sierra Club
dues, along with a subscription to your
local groupis newsletter and to the
national Sierra Clubis Sierra magazine.

Copyright 2007, Oregon Chapter of the
Sierra Club. Material, including photos, is
not to be reproduced without permission.
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Send address changes to:

Oregon Conifer Address Changes
2950 SE Stark Street, Suite 110
Portland, OR 97214

Periodicals postage paid at Portland, OR

Chapter Calendar

The next Executive Committee meet-
ings are a August 16, 7 PM, confer-
ence call and an in-person meeting on
October 27 at 10 AM in Eugene.

Oregon Conifer Deadline

Submit letters, articles, announce-
ments and ads for consideration for
the Fall issue by September 5.

Chapter Thanks

Rober Dawson and Nancy Hatch
for volunteering in the ofpce. Paul
Shively and Michael OiLeary for all
your work. Thanks to you all!

Editoris Note:

Individual views expressed herein do not
necessarily reyect the policies of the
Sierra Club.
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Chair: Jill Workman

Vice-Chair: Jerry Sutherland

Secretary: Brent Foster

Treasurer (Non-ExCom): Mary Anderson
At-large members:

Joseph Vaile, Scott Jerger, Ralph Bloemers,
Sunil Shenoy, Gretchen Valido,

Erin Madden, Bob Palzer (designee for
Rogue Group)

GROUP CHAIRPERSONS
Columbia: Jeff Fryer

Juniper: Fred Tanis

Many Rivers: Shannon Wilson
Marys Peak: Barry Wulff
Rogue: Tom Dimitre

GROUP CONTACT INFORMATION

A Columbia Group
2950 SE Stark Street, Suite 110
Portland, 97214
503-231-0507 x16

A Juniper Group
POB 6376, Bend, 97708-6376

A Many Rivers Group
POB 11211, Eugene, 97440
541-338-8604

A Marys Peak Group
POB 863, Corvallis, 97339

A Rogue Group
84 Fourth Street, Ashland, 97520

OREGON CHAPTER

2950 SE Stark Street, Suite 110
Portland, 97214

503-238-0442, fax 503-238-6281

Tammar Zea
Ofpce Manager, x300
tammar.zea@sierraclub.org

Ivan Maluski
Conservation Coordinator, x304
ivan.maluski@sierraclub.org

Asante Riverwind

Eastern Oregon Forest Organizer
POB 5534, Bend, 97708

541-322-4065 ofpce, 541-306-7737 peld
asante.riverwind@sierraclub.org

Robin Hartmann
LNG Organizer
541-672-3694, robinhartmann@msn.com

Nathan Jones
Student Coalition Coordinator
nejones7@excite.com

CHAPTER-LEVEL
ISSUE COORDINATORS
Conservation Chair: Kendra Kimbiruaskas
Air Quality/Chemical Weapons:

Bob Palzer
Energy: Fred Heutte
Factory Farms: Kendra Kimbiruaskas
Federal Forestlands:

South @ Joseph Vaile, East 6 Marilyn Miller,
Central 6 Shannon Wilson
Global Trade: Erica Maharg

High Desert: Ken Snider

Land Use/Transportation: Scott Chapman
Liquidped Natural Gas: Kristin Lee

Mt. Hood: Ralph Bloemers

Population: Ramona Rex

Salmon: Jeff Fryer

Tillamook State Forest: Donald Fontenot
Water: Scott Jerger

Wildlife: Sally Mackler

ADDITIONAL CHAPTER
COORDINATORS
Council of Club Leaders
Representative: Gretchen Valido
Alternate: Jill Workman
Fundraising Chair: Sunil Shenoy
History & Records: Ron Eber
Legal Chair: Scott Jerger
Oregon Conifer Editor: Jim Flynn
Outings: John Berry
PAC Compliance Ofpcer: David Rees
PAC Treasurer: Christel Eichner
Personnel Chair: Joseph Vaile
Political Chair: Bill Parker
Webmaster: Alicia Emel

NORTHWEST REGIONAL OFFICE
2950 SE Stark Street, Suite 100

Portland, 97214

503-243-6656, fax 503-238-6281

Paul Shively
Regional Representative, X303
paul.shively@sierraclub.org

Emily Bartha, BEC, x301
emily.bartha@sierraclub.org
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Mary Anderson
503-232-8542
mary.anderson@oregon.sierraclub.org

Brent Foster
541-380-1334
brentfoster@gorge.net

Erin Madden
503-753-1310
erin.madden@

Jerry Sutherland
503-233-1552
jerry.sutherland@

John Berry Jim Flynn oregon.sierraclub.org oregon.sierraclub.org
541-929-5794 541-683-1645, jimyynn@efn.org Erica Maharg Fred Tanis
john.berry@oregon.sierraclub.org Jeff Fryer 503-380-4242 541-385-3144

Ralph Bloemers

503-238-5339, ralph@crag.org

Scott Chapman

503-235-0125
scott.chapman@oregon.sierraclub.org
Tom Dimitre

541-488-4601, tdimitre@earthlink.net
Christel Eichner

503-724-2694
eichnerland@hotmail.com

Ron Eber

503-585-2640, ronaldeber@comcast.net
Alicia Emel
webmaster@oregon.sierraclub.org
Donald Fontenot

503-704-3116
donald.fontenot@oregon.sierraclub.org

503-452-1535

fred.heutte@oregon.sierraclub.org
Scott Jerger

503-997-7438
kendrakimbirauskas@yahoo.com
Kristin Lee

503-293-5997
kristin.lee@oregon.sierraclub.org
Sally Mackler

541-846-6148
wildlife@oregon.sierraclub.org

globaltradecmte@yahoo.com tanisfred@hotmail.com

jeff.fryer@oregon.sierraclub.org Marilyn Miller Joseph Vaile
Fred Heutte 541-389-9115, goosemiller@msn.com 541-488-5789
503-222-9572 Bob Palzer joseph@kswild.org

541-482-2492
bob.palzer@sierraclub.org

Gretchen Valido
541-389-0785

503-542-2015 David Rees gretchen.valido@
scott.jerger@oregon.sierraclub.org  503-234-8692, drees@ssbls.com oregon.sierraclub.org
Kendra Kimbirauskas Ramona Rex Shannon Wilson

503-649-1467
ramona.rex@oregon.sierraclub.org
Sunil Shenoy

503-629-4909
sunil.shenoy@oregon.sierraclub.org
Ken Snider

503-491-7636 x325
highdesert@oregon.sierraclub.org

541-746-3371, tsuga@efn.org
Jill Workman

503-654-8670

jill.workman@
oregon.sierraclub.org

Barry Wulff

541-929-6272
wulffb@peak.org
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The Oregon Chapteris Nominating Committee is accepting nomina-
tions for candidates to run in this Fallis Executive Committee (ExCom)

election.

Serving on the ExCom is a privilege and a serious commitment. The Ex-
Com is called upon to make decisions on budget, reconcile national and
state policies and positions on conservation issues, fundraise, and man-
age paid staff. Most importantly, the ExCom sets conservation priorities
and makes decisions on environmental issues, political candidates, and
state legislation. ExCom members also recruit and advise volunteers and
serve in various capacities within the organization. Candidates should be
prepared to devote a substantial amount of time to the Chapter.

Those wishing to be considered for nomination must submit a letter
of interest and resume to the Nominating Committee in time for it to be
received by August 1. Potential candidates will be interviewed by phone
or in person by the Nominating Committee. Submissions should be sent
to oregon.chapter@sierraclub.org or the Chapter ofpce. Only Oregon
Chapter members in good standing as of June 25, 2007, are eligible. All
applicants will be notiped of their status by August 15.

Eligible members also have the option to run as a petition candidate.
Petition candidates are required to gather supporting signatures from 50
current members of the Oregon Chapter. Signatures must be delivered
to the Nominating Committee no later than August 31. All candidates,
both nominees and petitioners, will be required to turn in their candidate
statements and a current photo to the Nominating Committee for publica-
tion in the Conifer by September 5. Late submissions will not be accepted
without prior approval. Statements may not be longer than 300 words,
and should include phone number, mailing and/or e-mailing address.
Candidate statements and ballots will appear in the Fall Conifer.

Ballots must arrive in the Chapter ofpce no later than 5 p.m. on Decem-
ber 1. The Election Committee will count the ballots and report the results
in the Winter 2008 Conifer. The Nominating Committee consists of Tom
Dimitre, Bob Palzer and Joseph Vaile. Their contact information is above.
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BY lvaN MaLuski, CoNSERVATION COORDINATOR

After passing the Senate 20 0 6, Senate Bill 737, an effort to prevent,
reduce and eliminate toxic pollution sources in Oregonis rivers, appeared
headed for the governoris desk in the pnal days of the Oregon Legislature.
Originally introduced at the behest of the Sierra Club and other conser-
vation groups as an ambitious plan to phase-out Toxic Mixing Zones in
Oregonis rivers by 2011, it was ultimately amended to address concerns
from opponents.

The pnal bill requires the state Department of Environmental Quality
(DEQ) to develop a priority list of the worst persistent toxic pollutants
entering Oregonis waterways, and to produce a report on the sources of
these toxic discharges, their locations in Oregonis rivers, and what steps
can be taken to reduce or eliminate this pollution. A persistent toxic pollut-
ant is depned as 0a substance that is toxic and either persists in the envi-
ronment or accumulates in the tissues of humans, psh, wildlife or plants.6

This priority list and report will essentially become a 6roadmapd for
Oregon to begin implementing a statewide strategy for toxic prevention
and reduction from all sources.

Following the DEQ{s report, municipal sewage plants that discharge
more than a million gallons a day into Oregonis waterways will be
required to develop and implement pollution reduction plans that spell
out their strategy to prevent toxics from entering the water. Since many
large municipal sewage systems also handle industrial sources of pollu-
tion, SB 737 will help curb pollution across the state, from both municipal
and industrial sources, that are estimated to be responsible for the majority
of the opoint source6 toxic discharges entering Oregonis waterways.

Senate Bill 737 and a new DEQ toxics monitoring program in the
Willamette River will lay the groundwork for further progress on cleaning
up Oregonds rivers and streams in years to come. Continued efforts will be
necessary to address the need to phase-out Toxic Mixing Zones to protect
public health, psh and wildlife, and to increase the publicis right to know
about the location and toxicity of pollution in our rivers.
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