
BY IVAN MALUSKI, 
GRASSROOTS ORGANIZER

A cold, pre-dawn fog hung over 
the Green Bridge above the Illinois 
River as 72-year-old Joan Norman 
of Cave Junction held her cane and 
steeled her resolve to block the 
Fiddler Mountain timber sale in the 
Rogue River-Siskiyou National For-
est. So began March 7, 2005, a day 
that would end with the arrest of 
Joan and 10 others and with loggers 
spreading out across a protected 
Late Successional Reserve (LSR, 
a.k.a. ancient forest) to system-
atically cut down the biggest and 
most valuable snags left behind 
after the Biscuit þre from 2002. 

The actions of Joan and her coun-
terparts are a reÿection of the local 
frustration with the Forest Service 
and Silver Creek Lumber Co. as they 
raced to cut as many blackened trees 
as possible during a temporary legal 
window opened to them in March. Its the latest chapter 
in the ongoing struggle over how to manage the vast 
ancient forests and wild places now scheduled for log-
ging in the so-called òBiscuit Fire Recovery Project,ó the 
largest public lands timber sale in Forest Service history. 

Of this record setting logging, over 6,300 acres ñ nearly 
10 square miles ñ are targeted for LSRs outside of road-
less areas, with thousands more acres of these reserves 
scheduled for cutting within roadless areas. LSRs were 
created as a key component of the Northwest Forest Plan 
to provide a safety net of habitat for sensitive species and 
natural processes that exist only in ancient forests.  

This new chapter in the Biscuit struggle opened up on 

January 13, when a three judge panel from the 9th Circuit 
Court of Appeals in San Francisco lifted an injunction 
an earlier panel had issued in the Fall that was prevent-
ing the logging of seven controversial sales in LSRs. The 
court offered little explanation as to why the injunction 
was lifted, but quickly the Forest Service and Silver 
Creek were claiming they had won in court. In fact, no 
court had issued a þnal ruling on whether Biscuit LSR 
and roadless area logging was legal, which remains the 
case as this issue of the Conifer went to press. The lifting 
of the injunction did not formally go into effect for 45 
days, and at approximately 5:30 in the morning on Mon-
day, March 7, loggers arrived at Fiddler Mountain. 

contiued on page 5

BY GEORGE WUERTHNER 
In early March, a rancher near Riggins, Idaho, þred 

his riÿe at two wolves who he claims were harassing 
his cows. There are two good things about this recent 
incident. First the rancher missed the wolves. Second 
Riggins lies on the lower Salmon River, a short dayõs trot 
from Oregon for a wolf. In all likelihood there are wolves 
in eastern Oregon already, but even if there are none, 
the presence of wolves this close to the Oregon border 
almost guarantees that these animals will soon be mov-
ing into the state. In anticipation of the natural recoloni-
zation of Oregon by wolves, the Oregon Fish and Game 
commission recently adopted a wolf conservation and 
management plan. Among other things, the plan grants 
wolves the same status of other native fauna ñ the 
animals will be given some minimum protection from 
persecution. But will wolves ÿourish if they þnally make 
it to Oregon? I believe the answer is an afþrmative òYes!ó

During hearings conducted around the state I heard 
many objections to the restoration of wolves based on 
uninformed perspectives. For instance, many opponents 
of wolf restoration suggested that Oregon had òtoo 
many peopleó for wolves to live here. Actually human 
population density has little effect on wolves. We tend 
to think of wolves as òwildernessó creatures, but that is 
only because they have been so heavily persecuted that 
they have only persisted in relatively human-free areas. 
However, there is no inherent incompatibility between 
wolves and humans. Though itõs doubtful they will ever 
reside in downtown Portland, wolves only need sufþ-
cient prey and lack of harassment from humans to ÿour-
ish. In this regard, Oregon has much to offer wolves. 

For instance, though Oregon has more than three mil-
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Joan Norman freely expressing herself in a public forum (in her own special way)

lion people, the population is concentrated in the Willa-
mette Valley where nearly 70% of the stateõs population 
resides. Much of the rest of the state is virtually uninhab-
ited. In fact many parts of eastern Oregon has popula-
tion densities approaching or equal to Alaska and much 
lower than parts of Montana where wolves are now 
successfully residing. In fact, wolves are actually most 
abundant in Montanaõs most populated counties sur-
rounding cities like Missoula, Bozeman, and Kalispell, 
not in the nearly deserted counties in the eastern part of 
the state. The population density in Deschutes County 
where Bend is found, for instance, is actually lower than 
the population density in Missoula County where there 
are now dozens of wolves. Counties like Union, Lake, 
Harney, and others in far eastern Oregon, have far fewer 
people than Montanaõs wolf-inhabited counties. 

The assertion that Oregon has too many people also 
overlooks the fact that thousands of wolves currently 
reside in the upper Midwest ñ all states much more

contiued on page 4
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Chapter Calendar
The next ExCom meetings are an April 
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Conifer Deadline
The next deadline is June 5. 
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Individual views expressed herein do not neces-
sarily reÿect the policies of the Sierra Club.
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Representatives from each chapter attend 
the Sierra Clubõs annual meeting, the Sierra 
Summit. This year 1,000 delegates, including 
numerous representatives from each chapter, 
representatives from each of our groups and 
from national committees, will gather to learn, 
be inspired and give input about the Clubõs work 
and conservation priorities. 

The Oregon Chapter is accepting applications 
for delegates to the Sierra Summit, to be held in 
San Francisco September 8ð11.

Five of the Chapterõs 14 delegates are group 
representatives, with one being chosen by each 
group. The Chapter ExCom will determine the 
remaining four appointed delegates based on 
application, and the Chapter membership will 
determine the þve at-large delegates by vote at 
the Chapterõs April 14 ExCom meeting. 

That meeting will be held at the Chapter ofþce 
(address above) and will be accessible by confer-
ence call (866-501-6174, passcode 1005300#).  It 
will begin promptly at 6 pm and end no later 
than 8 pm.

To apply to be a Chapter delegate, you must be 
a member in good standing of the Oregon Chap-
ter as of the date of this announcement, submit 
an application, and commit to fulþlling the re-
sponsibilities of a delegate as determined by the 
organizing committee and the Oregon Chapter.  
Please contact Jill Workman or Ramona Rex for 
an application and additional information. 

Applications must be received on or before 
April 10.

BY ROBYN CONROY, OFFICE MANAGER

Ofþce activities had slowed down dra-
matically since the election, but are picking 
up again as the Building Environmental 
Communities program gathers momen-
tum. Both the Chapter and the local Co-
lumbia Group that shares the ofþce have 
deþned their strategic plans so campaigns 
are getting up and running. Committee 
meetings are held almost every night, and 
we get some visitors coming by during the 
day, looking to volunteer or learn whatõs 
going on. Our library is somewhat under 
utilized, so if youõd like to help with that, 
call me! Ivan and I, plus the national staff 
and all of our lead volunteers, continue to 
touch base and strategize on our conserva-
tion, organizational and administrative 
work. Itõs always the direct work with the 
volunteers that fuels us, so thank you for 
volunteering!

General supplies such as:
Binders, clips, folders, pens 
Hand truck
All in good shape, please!

BY JILL WORKMAN, CHAIR

The challenges we in the conservation commu-
nity face today are great. Our staff go to their jobs 
each day with a plan to work on one uphill battle 
but often are tasked with an even greater chal-
lenge by the end of the day. Our volunteers begin 
work on projects only to learn that the gravity of 
the situation has increased. These are tough times 
for the environment and those ñ both staff and 
volunteers ñ who work to protect it.

Each March the Sierra Club asks its members 
to make a difference locally by giving to their 
chapters. As Chair of the Oregon Chapter Sierra 
Club, I am personally asking you to join me in 
giving of your time and þnancial resources to 
the Chapter.  

My position with the Chapter takes me to 
meetings around the state, causes me to monitor 
many listservs and to talk to numerous volun-
teers, and ñ even with seeing so much dedicated 
work ñ I cannot tell you the true depth of the 
Chapterõs reach, our staffõs and membersõ com-
mitment or the good we jointly do. But I can tell 
you that we need your þnancial support as we 
continue to grow our body of work to overcome 
the challenges facing Oregonõs environment.  

As you read this edition of the Conifer, please 
reÿect on all the fantastic work being done in the 
Sierra Clubõs name in Oregon and then consider 
joining the many who are part of making a differ-
ence for Oregonõs land, air, water and wildlife by 
giving generously to the Oregon Chapter. 

Thank you.



To the Conifer:
Please vote yes on the population ballot question. It reads, 

òThe Sierra Club recognizes the need to reduce US birth-
rates and adopt lower limits on migration to the United 
States to address our nationõs rapid population growth and 
its harmful effects on the domestic and global environment.ó 
Because of population pressures, we are outgrowing the 
earth and depleting our resources, and the United States is 
still the fastest growing industrial country and it is a nation 
that uses far too many of the earthõs resources. We face a 
challenging time for population stabilization, but it is time 
for The Sierra Club to take a stand by supporting the ballot 
measure. There are limits to growth in this country. 

ñGREG JACOB
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

To the Conifer:
I urge you to vote òNoó on the Population Ballot Ques-

tion that would add immigration caps to the Clubõs popula-
tion policy.   

Our current population policy addresses the root causes 
of unsustainable population growth: lack of health care, 
education, family planning, and empowerment of women 
worldwide. The Clubõs board takes no position on immigra-
tion caps.  Itõs a constructive policy that creates opportuni-
ties to work in alliance with immigrant communities. 

As a þrst generation American, the notion that my par-
ents contributed more to overpopulation by living here in 
the US rather than living in their country of origin sounds 
completely absurd.  

The òimmigration capó ballot question scapegoats im-
migrants for population growth rather than confronting 
power brokers who proþt from environmental destruction. 
Working-poor immigrants are not the ones who proþt from 
Americaõs over-consumption, coal-burning power plants, 
toxic dumping, or the walled subdivisions of suburban 
sprawl.  Nor are they the corporate CEOs who off-shore and 
out-source millions of jobs under Free Trade while immi-
grants baby-sit our kids in daycare, clean ofþces, and pick 
our crops.

More than ever, we need to embrace immigrants as allies 
and potential club members rather than alienating them as 
òthe population problem.ó  

The divisive immigration issue threatens once again to 
overshadow our work to save the Endangered Species Act, 
safeguard air and water quality, protect wilderness, and 
confront global warming.  Please vote òNoó on the amend-
ment to our population policy and letõs get back to the 
priorities that make us strong.

ñMICHAEL GEOGHEGAN
GLOBAL TRADE ISSUE COORDINATOR

BY ROBYN CONROY, OFFICE MANAGER AND GALA COORDINATOR

Picture it: a grand hall, well-dressed Sierra Clubbers and esteemed guests, pesto-encrusted 
wild salmon and ÿowing libations, a lovely MC (oh, that was me!), happy awardees, an 
impassioned keynote speaker, gleeful rafÿe-prize winners, and wild dancing to the best live 
tunes! If you missed the Gala this year, Iõm sorry, as it was quite a celebration!

Assembled at the beautiful Chelsea Ballroom in SE Portland on February 18, we had a terriþc 
crowd of 125 Oregon Chapter volunteers, members and friends, some of whom traveled from 
around the state and from the Loo Witt Group in Vancouver, Washington, to join us. We did 
a round-robin style sharing of last yearõs victories and numerous volunteers stood up and 
gave their reÿections ñ such positivism! Zen Kitchenõs organic dinner was delicious, as was 
the cheesecake with berry sauce! Our awardees, so deserving of recognition, were thrilled 
to be honored, and the awards themselves were gorgeous! (See front page for the list of 2004 
awardees.) Sean Cosgrove, from our National Lands Team, gave us some revealing facts, plus 
his impressions about the state of our national forests and how to stay optimistic in the face of 
current adversity. To cap the night, the local jazz/funk band Five got us all up dancing late into 
the night. We also had the pleasure this year of hosting some of our þne legislators and local 
decision-makers. Senator Charlie Ringo, Representatives Jeff Merkley and Mitch Greenlick, 
Portland City Commissioner Sam Adams, and East Multnomah County Soil and Water 
Conservation District Associate Director Kendra Kimbirauskas all spent their evenings with us, 
much to our delight.

The Gala, the best way weõve found to demonstrate our huge appreciation of the volunteers 
who spend countless hours working on behalf of our planet, community and backyards, was 
a tremendous success. If you havenõt yet attended, thinking itõs only for those members who 
actively volunteer or are already connected, think again. The Gala is a great way to learn about 
our issues, meet the folks involved, connect with old friends and meet new ones, and, most 
importantly, to get inspired! We work so hard in our lives, and the Gala is a night where we get 
to dress up, celebrate, relax, and dance our hearts out!

I would like to offer a huge òThank You!ó to the following people, organizations and 
businesses that so generously donated time, energy, creativity and goodies to the Gala. We 
could not have had such a perfect night without them! Gala Planning Committee: Camille 
Hofvendahl, Alliyah Mirza, Allison Reed, Dana Visse and Cheryl Williams. Night-of volunteers: 
Pam Beaty, Chris Knight, Kendra Kimbirauskas, Sadna Shenoy, John Richardson. Rafÿe Donors: 
Allison Reed, Noah Ribner, Lynne Taylor and Laurelwood Art, Jane Garbisch, Western States 
Chiropractic College, REI, Richard Oba and Paciþc Pioneer Charters, Scarlet Chamberlin, 
Annie and Paul Niedergang, Higgins Restaurant, and the Portland Classical Chinese Gardens. 
Beverage Donors: Pete Posert of Ce Soir Cellars, Courtney and Leather of Noble Rot, Tsarina 
Wine, Widmer Brothers Brewing Company, Lloyd Hammel of Full Sail Brewing Company, and 
Hawthorne Safeway. And all of the wonderful other donations: Berry Botanic Garden, for the 
table-greens; Jennifer Hong-Berdine for the scrumptious cakes; Nancy Hatch, Alliyah Mirza, 
and Allison Reed for the beautiful awards; Audra Gandy and Higher Plane for the invitation 
postcards; Dana Visse for the program and the signs; Five for the great music; Nat Parker for 
being the photographer; Brent Foster, Jill Workman and Ivan Maluski for their general help, 
suggestions and participation. Thank you members and friends, until next year!

Roger Cole and Josh Leslie, both of the Building Environ-
mental Communities campaign, enjoying the Gala
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The Sierra Club is in the midst of a þve-year campaign to protect roadless areas in the Mount 
Hood National Forest, including the Columbia River Gorge.  The Clubõs wilderness and wild 
and scenic river proposal would permanently protect critical drinking water supplies for Hood 
River and Sandy, ancient forests, prime habitat for elk, deer and þsh. Want to take part in making 
this happen? The Mt. Hood Committee is seeking to grow by adding members willing to commit 
to working towards wilderness and wild and scenic river designations during the bicentennial 
commemoration of the Lewis and Clark expedition.

In early March, the Sierra Club unveiled the pictured billboard in two Hood River locations as 
a public education component of our work to protect the remaining wildlands around Mount 
Hood. These lands include the Tilly Jane roadless area and Crystal Springs watershed, a key 
source of clean water for agriculture in the valley.  

òThe public is depending on Congressman Walden to help permanently protect Mount Hoodõs 
lower elevation forests and wildlands for clean water and for future generations,ó said Nat 
Parker, Associate Regional Representative for the Sierra Club.  

The billboards encourage the public to visit www.ProtectWildOregon.org, where they can send 
an online letter to Congressman Walden to urge him to protect more of the wildlands around the 
mountain as wilderness during the Lewis and Clark bicentennial.



continued from front page
populated than Oregon. Minnesota, for instance, has þve million residents 
and yet supports more than 3,000 wolves. 

Oregon also has more public land by actual number and as a percent-
age of the state than Montana. Public land is critical because this is where 
wolves will likely reside with the least amount of conÿict. More than 58% 
of Oregon is public domain, providing a sufþcient land base for wolf re-
colonization.

Another factor in favor of Oregon as a wolf sanctuary are the large parts 
of the state that are virtually livestock free. Wolf restoration in the Rockies 
has only been successful because there are major refugia from persecution 
for wolves in places as big as Yellowstone National Park where no live-
stock are found. Though Oregon does not have any large protected areas 
like Yellowstone, it does have broad areas of the state where livestock 
numbers are low. For instance, most of the Cascades, Coast Range, and 
Siskiyous have limited livestock grazing. As a consequence, these areas 

may actually be the best places for wolf restoration ñ in fact superior 
to the livestock-dominated Blue Mountains. In fact, I do not believe is it 
unreasonable to expect to hear wolves howling in places relatively close to 
major urban areas. There is really no reason why wolves canõt successfully 
live on the outskirts of Portland, Eugene and Medford. 

Finally Oregon has abundant wolf prey, primarily big game species like 
elk and deer.  Though states like Montana are thought of as a òhunterõs 
paradiseó the truth is that there are more elk and deer in Oregon than 
many Rocky Mountain wolf states like Montana or Wyoming. Oregon, for 
instance, has the second largest elk herds after Colorado. 

With sufþcient prey, large areas of public land, and many regions of the 
state with low human population and livestock free, Oregon may actually 
be a better place for wolves than the Rocky Mountains where restoration 
efforts þrst began. 

George Wuerthner is on the national Sierra Club Grazing Committee and an 
expert on wolves, cattle-free range lands and other conservation issues. 

     

New Oregon Wolf Plan Adopted
The Oregon Wolf Plan was endorsed by the Fish and Wildlife Com-

mission in February. Thank you to all members who took time to write, 
call, fax and testify at hearings on behalf of the wolf. While far from per-
fect, the plan represents a remarkable amount of work and compromise. 
(If youõd like to learn more, check out the Oregon Chapterõs website, 
www.sierraclub.org/conserv/wildlife/index.asp.) The agricultural com-
munity came out in droves opposing the plan, having absolutely no toler-
ance at all for allowing wolves to return to their home range in Oregon. The 
Cattlemenõs Association issued a minority report opposing the plan. (More 
information can be viewed on the ODFW webpage, www.dfw.state.or.us/
wolves.) The commissioners did the right thing by endorsing the plan, and 
we are grateful. 

More good news for the wolf on the federal level occurred just days be-
fore the þnal decision made by the Commission: a lawsuit þled by environ-
mentalists, including the Sierra Club, was decided favorably for the wolf. 
Wolves remain an endangered species and are not being delisted. This deci-
sion saved the wolf on the federal level, and also improved many of the 
weaknesses in Oregonõs wolf plan by prohibiting the killing of wolves by 
landowners. The legislature will be dealing with bills to put in place certain 
parts of the plan, and you will be informed and asked to help urge legisla-
tors to vote the right way for the wolves in the next few months. 

Cougars in the Cross Hairs Again...
Two identical bills have been introduced this session to once again over-

turn the ban on using packs of dogs to run cougars up trees so hunters can 
leisurely shoot them at point-blank range. Twice Oregon voters said òNo!ó 
to this unsporting and cruel practice for trophy hunters, but apparently 
legislators donõt know the meaning of the word òno.ó HB2759 and HB2781 
establish a òpilot programó that would allow ODFW to set seasons for 
trophy hunters to hound hunt and kill, or hound hunt and pursue cougars 
in various Oregon counties. HB2759 speciþes 10 counties, HB2781 speciþes 
the six counties with the largest cougar population (interesting considering 
that nobody knows the population size of cougars in the state, much less in 
each county); otherwise the language of the bills is identical. 

Please contact your representatives and senators and ask them to vote 
no on both of these bills. To learn who your representatives are and how to 
contact them, call 800-332-2313. (All the Oregon state and federal represen-
tativesõ contact information is on the back page.) 

I am a Wolf
I am a wolf
I am a rancher
I am an environmentalist

I am the hunted
I kill the wolves
I am the protector

I scrounge for scraps of food going hungry on most nights
I eat a nice meal every night
I never go hungry

My food has disappeared because of the hunters 
I shoot the wolves when I see them
I try to pass laws to protect the wolves 

I live in a small dirt den hidden deep in the forest 
I live in a warm cozy farmhouse
I live in a house made out of cob

I approached a farmhouse
A wolf approaches my farm and have my gun ready 
I see a Rancher pointing a gun at a wolf 

And then I hear a noise
And then I pull the trigger
And then I heard a gun shot

I feel a sharp pain in my leg
I put my gun down and walked into the house 
My eyes were in fear of what I just saw

I tried to run away but the constant pain was holding me back 
I walked into my house feeling horrible about what just happened 
but at least my livestock are still alive 
I walked and knocked on the Rancherõs door 

I wobbled out of the farm
An angry environmentalist was at my door 
A guilty Rancher answered the door

I lay under a bush deep in the forest
I am arguing with an Environmentalist
I am arguing with a Rancher

I fall into a deep sleep
I walk away
He walks away

At the end...

I am a dying wolf
I am a guilty Rancher
I was unable to protect the wolf

THERE MUST BE A SOLUTION FOR US TO LIVE TOGETHER 
HAPPILY

Poem read by Sunnyside Environmental School students Jenna Rolle, Mariah 
Harris and Zoe Donnell to the Fish and Wildlife Commission at the February 2005 
hearing on the Oregon Wolf Plan.
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BY MICHAEL GEOGHEGAN, GLOBAL TRADE ISSUE COORDINATOR

Wal-Mart Pushes NAFTA for Central America:
You know that something is amiss when Wal-Mart, Exxon-Mobil, Cargill, 

and Citigroup all work together to pass legislation. Those are four of the 
50 corporations and interest groups in the Business Coalition for US-
Central America Trade. Their goal is to get the Central America Free Trade 
Agreement (CAFTA) through Congress as soon as possible. 

CAFTA is a trade deal stamped from the same template as North 
America Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), expanding our free trade ties 
to þve nations in Central America and the Dominican Republic. The Bush 
administration þnished negotiations of the agreement almost a year ago 
but has been waiting for an opportunity to move it through Congress. The 
push is on now that the elections are behind us. Corporate lobbyists have 
been unleashed in DC drumming up media and support for the trade deal.

Whatõs Amiss in CAFTA?
Whatõs missing from CAFTA is a vision of how to enforce strong 

environmental and labor standards in the countries of Central America. 
The agreement expands rights of corporations to force access to natural 
resources in places like Costa Rica, but it does nothing to hold corporations 
accountable for their conduct at home or abroad. The biodiversity of Costa 
Rica makes it of particular concern as its rainforest and costal microclimates 
are home to more than 500,000 species. 

For years, Costa Rica has fended off oil interests like Harken Energy, a 
company President Bush, Jr. once had a major role in, that want off-shore 
drilling in sensitive marine ecosystems off Costa Ricaõs coast. CAFTA would 
give multinational oil companies a legal recourse to challenge environmental 
safeguards Costa Ricans have used to preserve their coastline. 

continued from front page
As the Forest Service continued to allow cutters to fall massive blackened 

trees that took centuries to create, opening arguments on the Sierra Clubõs 
lawsuit with other environmental groups were scheduled to start on March 
22. One hope rests in the fact that similar large-scale commercial logging 
in LSRs was resoundingly ruled illegal in the case of the Timbered Rock sal-
vage on Medford BLM land (see Winter 2005 Conifer). 

At Fiddler Mountain, the logging is currently taking place along the TJ 
Howell Memorial Botanical Drive, the gateway to popular Babyfoot Lake, 
and an access point to the Kalmiopsis Wilderness. Here the Forest Service 
is creating massive 400- and 170-acre clearcuts in areas set aside for the 
protection of ancient-forest-related species and preservation of biodiversity. 
To start logging before a court can stop them, the Forest Service decided to 
waive its own rules prohibiting logging during the wet season. 

On and around Fiddler Mountain, hundreds of additional acres of road-
less area logging are planned, starting with the Mikes Gulch timber sale, 
which will likely be auctioned in April with logging soon to follow. The 
Mikes Gulch sale would cut 335 acres that will afterward òappear as a clear-
cut with reserves,ó leaving just 1.5 big snags per acre. This is the þrst timber 
sale incursion into roadless areas since the Bush administration has tried to 
toss out the Roadless Area Conservation Rule adopted during the Clinton 
years, and it is just the tip of the iceberg of roadless area logging at Biscuit. 

In addition to the cutting at Fiddler, logging also began in March at the 
Berry timber sale, in an LSR in the drainage of Indigo Creek, a stronghold 
for steelhead salmon, and a major tributary of the Wild and Scenic Illinois 
River. The Indigo Creek roadless area is slated for logging as well. All told, 
90% of the nearly 20,000-acre Biscuit logging project is concentrated in the 
watershed of the Wild and Scenic Illinois River. Roughly 25 million board 
feet across hundreds of acres has already been cut along roadsides and 
other areas burned in the Biscuit þre at a cost of at least $5.8 million to US 
taxpayers based on timber sales cut so far and information obtained by the 
Sierra Club through the Freedom of Information Act.

The massive Biscuit logging project, if not stopped, will have lasting and 
irreversible impacts on one of the West Coastõs wildest and most special 
places. Raise your voice today by calling and writing our representatives. 
(Addresses are on the back page.)

1) Ask them to vocally oppose the large-scale and unprecedented clearcut 
logging going on right now in LSRs in places such as Fiddler Mountain and 
Indigo Creek in the Siskiyous.

2) Ask them to urge the Forest Service to reinstate their own rules prohib-
iting logging before June 1 and to withdraw the Mikes Gulch roadless area 
timber sale before it is auctioned. 

Write letters to the editor of your local newspaper, calling for the protec-
tion of LSRs and roadless areas in the Biscuit þre area. For more information 
and updates, contact Ivan Maluski at 503-243-6656, x304, or ivan.maluski@
sierraclub.org.

Chairõs note: While we understand peopleõs passion, the Sierra Club does not 
endorse civil disobedience.

Green Washing Trade Agreements
In February, the US trade negotiator announced that CAFTA now has an 

environmental side agreement. Ten years ago, a similar agreement was used 
to greenwash NAFTA. In the NAFTA case, the environmental commission 
was empowered to monitor environmental impacts of trade between the 
US, Canada, and Mexico, but it was designed to be a powerless agency. 
The NAFTA environmental commission could issue reports and þndings, 
but could not mandate the governments to remedy the problems they 
identiþed. Essentially, it was window dressing on an agreement tailored to 
suit corporate interest groups.

A Fight We Can Win
Corporations in the Business Coalition for US-Central America Trade 

have stepped up their efforts to pass CAFTA in recent weeks, but a group 
of House Republicans opposes CAFTA for its potential impact on sugar 
beet growers and textile producers. They form a slim majority when 
coupled with an increasing number of Democrats who have publicly 
declaring their opposition. In Oregon, three out of seven members of our 
delegation have said they will vote òNo!ó on CAFTA: Representatives 
Defazio, Wu, and Hooley. 

Representatives Earl Blumenauer and Greg Walden need encouragement 
from constituents to say òNo!ó to CAFTA, as do Senators Wyden and 
Smith. After all, if they donõt hear from us on CAFTA, theyõll deþnitely 
hear from corporations like Wal-Mart. 

To plug in on work to defeat CAFTA, contact Michael Geoghegan, of the 
Chapterõs Global Trade Committee, globaltradecmte@yahoo.com, or call 
Erica Maharg at 503-243-6656, ext 302.

To contact your congresspeople and senators on CAFTA, you can þnd 
their addresses on the back page.

Join us for a season of great trips to the beautiful high desert wildlands of 
southeast Oregon. Explore this wonderful country and learn about the con-
servation issues involved in the work for its permanent protection. Experi-
ence these outstanding areas with our day hikes and backpacking trips. 
Participants are responsible for their own transportation, food and camping 
gear, and encouraged to help with camp chores. Pre-registration and a non-
refundable trip fee are required. Hiking in these remote areas may be over 
rugged rocky terrain and include stream crossings, so wear sturdy hiking 
boots! Passenger cars are often inadequate for exploring these rugged high 
desert areas. Check with your trip leader about road conditions. Trip lead-
ers are trained in outdoor leadership and wilderness þrst-aid. 
Badlands ñ May 13-15

They are not as bad as they sound. This Wilderness Study Area is likely 
to be our next designated wilderness. Located just east of Bend, it is the 
perfect location for a spring trip. Volunteers from the Juniper Group and 
the Oregon Natural Desert Association will join us to share their exten-
sive knowledge of the areaõs natural history and give us the latest political 
scoop. On Sunday we will explore Alder Springs or Steelhead Falls near the 
Deschutes River. Leaders: Irene Vlach, 503-293-4182, irene@pcez.com and 
Borden Beck, 503-234-6723, bborden@teleport.com. Donations requested.
Cabin Lake ñ June 10-12

Camp at Cabin òLakeó (not really a lake) amid the towering pon-
derosa pines at the edge of the desert, an hour southeast of Bend. 
Explore Devilõs Garden and Fort Rock, lava tubes and volcanic cones. 
A good introduction to the High Desert and its geological wonders 
with shorter hikes and relative good roads. Leaders: Lew Curtis, 
503-234-3405, lewandmarge@msn.com and Bill Hart, 503-236-8058, 
whart@easystreet.com. Trip Fee: $25.
Owyhee Canyonlands ñ July 1-4

Explore the rugged Owyhee Canyonlands in the southeast corner of 
Oregon. Weõll camp at Three Forks Crossing on the Owyhee River near 
Jordan Valley. Enjoy a day of moderate hiking and hot springs soaking! 
Weõll also travel to Jordan Craters to learn about the geologic wonders and 
high desert ecology of this magniþcent area. Plan for hot-weather hiking 
and fun in one of the most beautiful parts of the NW! Leader: Ken Snider, 
503-970-2210, highdesert@oregon.sierraclub.org. Trip Fee: $25.
Steens Mountain Fence Pull ñ July 17-21

Want to help add a bit more wild to Oregonõs newest wilderness? Join 
us in removing the visual blight of redundant fencing thatõs also a dan-
ger to hikers and wildlife. Trip participants will backpack about eight 
miles on Newton Cabin Road, camp in an aspen grove on Ankle Creek 
and then spend three days pulling and rolling barbed wire fence to be 
hauled out of the Wilderness by pack horse later. Leaders: Jill Work-
man, 503-421-3635, workmanjm@aol.com and Borden Beck, 503-234-6723, 
bborden@teleport.com. Trip Fee: $0 ñ what a bargain!

For more information, see www.oregon.sierraclub.org/conserv/hidsrt. 




