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BY KENDRA KIMBIRAUSKAS

FACTORY FARMS/AGRICULTURE ISSUE COORDINATOR 
On August 20, the Sierra Club joined the United Farm 

Workers, Oregon Farm Workers Ministry, local family 
farmers and rural residents for a rally for “clean air and 
worker rights” at Threemile Canyon Farms, Oregon’s 
largest industrial dairy operation.

Earlier this year, it was reported that Threemile Can-
yon Farms is the source of a staggering 5.6-million 
pounds of ammonia gas emissions annually, one of the 
major contributing factors to the acid rain problem in 
the Columbia River Gorge. 

Despite the scorching, hundred-degree temperatures 
the day of the rally, nearly 70 people — mostly Latino 
farm workers — gathered to protest the lack of regula-
tion of the industrial operation by the Oregon Depart-
ment of Environmental Quality.

Sierra Club volunteers, workers and rural residents 
marched down Highway 395 bearing the United Farm 
Workers flag and chanting slogans such as “We want 
justice now!,” and “People united can’t be divided!” 
Signs such as “Clean up 3-mile Farm,” “Derechos del 
Campesinos” (Rights of the Farm Workers), “Abajo 
Columbia Dairy” (Down with Columbia Dairy) were 
prominently displayed to draw attention to the deplor-
able conditions at Threemile Canyon Farm. 

The lack of regulatory oversight at Threemile Canyon 
Farms has resulted in both workers and rural residents 
complaining of noxious odors at the operation. Work-
ers complain of burning eyes, sore throats, respiratory 
infections and a number of other aliments, presum-
ably from over-exposure to harmful gases generated at 
Threemile Canyon Farms.

 “We’re tired of the abuses. We’re tired of discrimina-
tion. We’re tired of the arrogance. They don’t take us 
into account. We’re tired of the humiliation,” said one 
worker named Celio. “We don’t want any more pollu-
tion or any more abuses.” 

Threemile Canyon Farms continues to spew stagger-
ing amounts of toxic gases, because of an antiquated 
state law which exempts Oregon’s agricultural opera-
tions from having to comply with the same air quality 
standards required of other industry. 

In addition, farm workers do not have the same pro-
tections as workers in non-agricultural operations, even 
though they are subject to the same, if not more danger-
ous, hazards as laborers in other industrial sectors.

“I’m here to tell you that it is absolutely the most 
disgusting place I’ve ever worked on. I got sicker than a 
dog out there — it paralyzed me,” said a former welder 
at the operation, who wishes to remain anonymous. 
“This place is so sick, it would make a maggot puke.” 

The Sierra Club will continue to organize until there 
is justice at Threemile Canyon Farms, and this opera-
tion is held to the same standards as any other polluting 
industry in Oregon.

If you would like to stand against corporate farms 
moving into our state, get involved by contacting me at 
503-997-7438 or kendrakimbirauskas@yahoo.com.  
 

Sierra Club members, farm workers and others march to protest 
deplorable working conditions and pollution at the Threemile 

Canyon operation, located outside of Boardman, Oregon.

Legislature and Governor Clash over 
Logging Increases in our State Forests 
BY IVAN MALUSKI, GRASSROOTS ORGANIZER 

The 2005 legislative session once again saw politically 
driven efforts to increase logging in Oregon’s state 
forests to unsustainable levels despite science and 
common sense. Rather than crafting science-based 
legislation to guide state forest management, both the 
Oregon House and Senate this year included “notes” 
on the Oregon Department of Forestry (ODF) 2006-
2007 budget intended to send a message to the ODF to 
raise logging levels in Oregon’s Tillamook, Clatsop and 
Elliott state forests. One note specifically denied nearly 
22 ODF employees permanent job status unless they 
met an unsustainable timber target of 250 million board 
feet per year, a 67% increase in cutting from 2003 alone.

The legislature made this move despite mounting sci-
entific evidence and ODF research that cut levels should 
in fact be lowered in order to be more sustainable. The 
ODF budget deal was one of several bad environmental 
initiatives that emerged in the Republican-controlled 
House and were ultimately agreed to by the Democrat-
ic-controlled Senate as closed-door budget negotiations 
dominated the final days of the legislative session. 

Senate Democratic budget negotiators, including Kurt 
Schrader (Canby) and Kate Brown (Portland), seemed to 
jettison common sense and good science on state forest 
management while bowing to the short-sighted and 
politically driven calls for more logging from others in 
the House including Susan Morgan (R-Roseburg) and 
Mike Schaufler (D-Happy Valley). The ODF budget 
fight this session demonstrated a glaring failure in 
environmental leadership within the legislature. Boom-
and-bust unsustainable logging in our coastal rainforests 

is bad news for recreation, clean water, and the wild 
salmon that Oregonians hold dear. It’s also ultimately 
unhelpful and destabilizing for communities and school 
budgets linked to state forest timber revenue.

But on August 23, Governor Ted Kulongoski stepped 
in. The governor sent a strongly worded directive to 
State Forester Marvin Brown and the Oregon Board of 
Forestry telling them to “disregard” the legislature’s 
direction, instructing them “not to comply” with the 
back-door attempt to increase logging, and calling 
the budget notes “inappropriate.” In a rebuke to the 
legislature itself, the governor noted in his letter, “If the 
legislature wants to mandate a state forest harvest level, 
it should use the process for substantive legislation, hear 
public testimony, and ultimately vote on a bill that will, 
if passed by the body, go to the governor for signature 
or veto. That process was not followed in any of these 

continued on page 3

Cast Your Vote for 
Oregon Chapter 
ExCom!
It is not only your right but 
your responsibility to ensure 
that the Oregon Chapter has 
quality leadership. On page 6 
you’ll find the list of Executive 
Committee candidates and 
their campaign statements. 
The ballot and the voting 
instructions are on the back 
page. Cast your vote today!

Mike McCloskey 
returns to Portland to write his 
memoirs and share his book: 
“In the Thick Of It: My Life 
With the Sierra Club.” 
See page 3.
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Chapter Calendar
The next ExCom meetings are Octo-
ber 22 in Eugene and January 21 in 
Corvallis.

Conifer Deadline
The next deadline is December 5. 

Chapter Thanks
Thank you, office volunters!
Robert Dawson, Jeffree White, 
Nikolas Ackerman, Todd Schifeling, 
Judy Heumann, Roxann Ezzell, and 
Mary Donofrio. Your good work and 
consistency are much appreciated! 

Editor’s Note
Individual views expressed herein do 
not necessarily reflect the policies of the 
Sierra Club.
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BY JILL WORKMAN, CHAIR

The Sierra Summit taught us many things; some sur-
prising, others expected. All in all, it was a great event 
that I wish you all could have attended. 

What became abundantly clear to me is that we all 
care passionately about our issues (as we should and 
as expected) and that few of us get out of our tunnel-
vision mentality and appropriately coordinate with 
related conservation issues. In short, we need to adopt 
integrated conservation plans. 

Out of a long organizational deliberative process 
came direction that our leadership, the Conservation 
Governance Committee (CGC) and the Board of Direc-
tors, will use in plotting the conservation and capacity 
course of the Sierra Club for the next five years. Input 
by hundreds of volunteers and staff across the country, 
obtained in a variety of meetings, surveys and the Sum-
mit’s voting process, will be analyzed and searched for 
meaning. Finally, likely sometime this winter, CGC will 
make a recommendation to the Board, and the Board’s 
decisions will direct the Sierra Club’s campaings and 
actions for the next five years. 

As the Chapter’s chair, I urge you to look at informa-
tion on the Summit website, talk to delegates, take stock 
of where the Club is and your beliefs about where it 
should be, and then to share your thoughts and ideas 
with the decision makers. The Summit direction recom-
mendations made may not be the right ones or done in 
the right way, but it was an open process and a grand 
attempt at democracy. We will learn from attempt num-
ber one and do better in the future. 

My public-lands-loving-heart ranked conservation 
issues different than the Summit’s results, and my 

thoughts on alignment of capacities did not exactly 
match with the Summit’s ranking either. However, I ap-
preciate the attempt at democracy and believe that the 
CGC and Board scrutiny will ensure that all concerns 
are dealt with, that input modes are given appropriate 
weight, and that funding, political, volunteer, social 
and practical realities are taken into consideration when 
deciding our course. Then, regardless of the outcome, I 
will support that course. 

As One Club — the largest grassroots conservation 
organization in the nation — we must stand in unity so 
that our joint political and social capital can make a dif-
ference to society and for the environment. This means 
that, although we may personally work on other issues, 
we must support those yet-to-be-finalized conservation 
and capacity national priorities and do our best to inte-
grate them into our local conservation work. 

It is important to note that no national entity will tell 
a chapter or group that they must work on this or they 
cannot work on that — the Sierra Club is a big umbrella 
that covers a variety of issues and concerns, and always 
will. However, our national alignment and priorities 
will be an effort to bring added focus, direction and 
clear messaging to our work. 

We have heard from the national sprawl and global 
warming/energy committees that their issues should 
be integrated into each conservation issue because they 
directly relate to any issue the Sierra Club works on, 
and other issues can make that claim as well. These are 
good points. By integrating our conservation plans, we 
can achieve more with less effort and reap the benefit of 
working with new internal Sierra Club partners. 

We need to go forward by fighting for our issues 
externally and integrating our work internally. We are 
One Club, and we will succeed by supporting it.

Salem Gathering
for Sierra Club members

at the
Salem Heights Community Hall

3505 Liberty Rd. South
Salem, OR

Monday, October 17
7 to 9 PM

Letõs organize! What issues are 
important in Oregon? What needs 
to be done and what can you do?

REFRESHMENTS
For more information, contact:

Kathy Schaeffer
503-873-7656

Sierra Summit Report

Office Needs:
hand-held vacuum

hand truck
general office supplies

fridge (a smaller full-size)
To donate contact Robyn.
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Shifting Our Taxes and Subsidies

In The Thick Of It:
My Life in the Sierra Club

J. Michael McCloskey, Sierra Club executive director from 1969 to 1985

BY DAVE BYBEE, COLUMBIA GROUP SECRETARY

On October 29 you have a rare opportunity to attend the premier presen-
tation of an important new book and meet its author, J. Michael McCloskey. 
(If you don’t know who he is, you should.)

After 40 years of service (17 years as the second executive director of the 
Sierra Club), Mike returns to Oregon, choosing Portland for his retirement 
and to write his memoirs. “In The Thick Of It” is not only an account of the 
Sierra Club during the last half of the twentieth century, but a history of the 
evolution of our modern environmental consciousness.

As October 29 is a traditional Halloween party night, please feel free 
to come in costume before heading on to other haunts. Mike will give 
two different presentations from his book at 6 and 7:30 p.m., with time in 
between to mingle or sign a book for you or your Christmas list. To help 
this fundraiser benefiting the Sierra Club, noted nature photographer 
Erskine Wood (great grandson of Oregon’s Charles Erskine Scott Wood) 
has donated a number of his large double-matted photographs, in 
appreciation of Sierra Club support of the Columbia Land Trust and the 
Columbia Grove. Patagonia, REI and others have given generous donations 
for two timely raffles. Though not required, an RSVP is appreciated to help 
plan seating. RSVP to me at 360-993-4247; davebybee@oregon.sierraclub.
org; or 2600 NE Minnehaha St. BB-18, Vancouver, WA 98665. The event is 
located at the Billy Frank Jr. Conference Center on the second floor of the 
Jean Vollum Natural Capital Center, 721 NW Ninth Ave. in Portland.  For 
directions and a map, go to www.ecotrust.org/ncc/directions.html.

Overview of the Book
In an age when many of the major environmental policies established 

over the past four decades are under siege, Michael McCloskey reminds us 
of better days... days when conservation initiatives were seen not as politi-
cal lightning rods, but as opportunities to cope with disturbing threats to 
the quality of our environment. 

Fresh from the University of Oregon School of Law with roots in the 
Federation of Western Outdoor Clubs, a young let’s-get-it-done Mike Mc-
Closkey was hired in 1961 as the Sierra Club’s first field representative for 
the Northwest. He enthusiastically toured our neck of the woods exten-
sively to learn about the issues and people first hand. He helped pave the 

way for the original Wilderness Act in 1964, and, as the Club’s conservation 
director, worked to see it implemented. He successfully lobbied for the cre-
ation of new national parks and wilderness areas, the North Cascades and 
Redwood National Park among them. As executive director, he was present 
at the creation of the first Earthday in 1970, directed lobbying for the enact-
ment of over 100 environmental laws, and helped Sierra Club membership 
grow from about 70,000 to more than 500,000.

Advance Praise from Colleagues
“Mike McCloskey... is the true architect of the modern Sierra Club and 

in many ways of the modern environmental advocacy movement. “In The 
Thick Of It” tells the story-a story I thought I knew, but of which the hid-
den twists and turns only became clear from Mike’s book.”

—Carl Pope, Sierra Club Executive Director 

“For nearly 50 years, Michael McCloskey has been the wisest, most astute 
analyst of environmental policy in the Sierra Club. “In The Thick Of It” 
provides more than a personal view of one of environmentalism’s steadiest 
thinkers and actors; it reveals the way environmentalism matured in the 
late twentieth century.” 

—Michael P. Cohen, author of “The History of the Sierra Club: 1892 to 
1970” and “The Pathless Way: John Muir and the American Wilderness”

To fellow Sierra Club members,
For many years I have been active with Sierra 

Club issues, particularly at the state level, and 
one of those issues is world, national, state, and 
local population growth. World population has 
nearly quadrupled in the 20th century, and 
the US has quadrupled its population from 76 
million to 290 million in 100 years. Yet, most 
Americans and even Sierra Club members are 
not doing enough to call for population stabiliza-
tion. It is no secret that almost two-thirds of the 
growth has come from immigration. 

In my opinion, the Sierra Club unwisely voted 
not to recognize the need to adopt lower limits on 
migration to the United States, but what upsets 
me are the undemocratic and spiteful tactics of 
the Club management. Carl Pope, first and fore-
most, pitted member against member by implying 
that environmentalists who supported the Ballot 
Question were racist and unethical. Second, the 
Board mailed ballots to members with “Board 
Recommendations” besides each Ballot Question 
advising members how to vote against this effort. 
Third, groups like Move On and outsiders like 
Robert Kennedy Jr. weighed in against the Ballot 
Question and never allowed those advocating 
support of adopting lower limits on immigration 
a chance for comment or rebutal. 

Our Board of Directors and Executive Direc-
tor should apologize to its constituents for their 
heavy-handed maneuvering on the population/
immigration issue. 

—Greg Jacob, Chapter ExCom Member

BY JEFFERY SMITH, COLUMBIA GROUP

Ever notice how paying Sierra Club dues funds 
campaigns that try to counter the damage you 
wrought by paying taxes that get turned into 
subsidies for exploiting the ecosystem? Join the 
Club; take a stand against logging, factory farm-
ing, nuclear power, sprawl. Pay taxes; under-
write the expenses of loggers, factory farmers, 
nuclear utilities, and developers. 

It’s crazy, but it’s how the world works — up 
until now anyway. A few Sierra Club members 
are banding together to shift taxes and subsidies 
in order to get our public revenue to quit reward-
ing wrong, unsustainable choices. We want taxes 
to charge people for the values that they take, not 
for the values they create: like homes, incomes, 
and businesses. We want to quit subsidizing the 
exploiters and instead live up to the words of the 
US Constitution: spend public revenue “for the 
general welfare.”

While some of the more egregious tax breaks 
and subsidies are federal, some are local and 
statewide. In the Oregon legislature’s (and in 
other states’) past few sessions, revenue reform-
ers have introduced bills that would, for instance, 
let local governments shift the property tax off 
buildings, onto the land. Elsewhere, jurisdictions 
that have shifted their property tax have moti-
vated owners to in-fill cities, which curbs sprawl, 
besides spinning off a whole host of other ben-
efits including reduced traffic and smog. 

In the big picture, shifting the flow of public rev-
enue would stop the present distortion of price, so 
people — both producers and consumers — 
would, just by following the bottom line, choose 
“green” goods, services, and methods of produc-
tion that would be both less expensive and less 
wasteful than today’s “grey” products and meth-
ods. By advocating taxes that would recover the 
value of nature, sites and resources, we provide 
a counterpoint to the notion that Earth’s worth 
is for the lucky, the speculators, and for the most 

State Forests, continued from front page

directives, which are clearly about policy issues.”
The governor’s move is welcome news for clean 

water, recreation, and fish and wildlife. Unfor-
tunately, the overall picture isn’t looking good. 
While ODF may lower some logging estimates 
slightly in the Tillamook and Clatsop this year, 
logging levels are expected to rise in the Elliott 
State Forest, home to some of the oldest forests on 
state lands. And the Oregon Board of Forestry re-
mains unbalanced and tilted towards implement-
ing timber targets rather than protecting the best 
areas left in our state forests for clean water, wild 
salmon and recreation.

Later this year and early next, the governor will 
have additional opportunities to bring environ-
mental common sense to state forest management 
as vacancies open up on the historically unbal-
anced Board of Forestry. Club members who are 
concerned about making sure there is a larger em-
phasis put on clean water, wildlife and recreation 
in defining the “greatest permanent value” for our 
state forests will need to keep speaking up. 

grasping. Once environmentalists make the right 
arguments and defend our rights to both a healthy 
Earth and to a fair sharing of her worth, then the 
green movement can regain its momentum. 

In order to help shift Oregon’s taxes and sub-
sidies, help us get started. We have a plan, a list 
of tasks that multi-talented members can tackle. 
Join us October 20, a Thursday, 7 pm in the 
Portland Sierra Club office. By getting underway 
now, come 2007 in early November we’ll be able 
to celebrate a new state constitutional amend-
ment that would realign taxes and subsidies, 
enabling us to realign people with planet. 

Contact me at 3604 SE Morrison St., Portland, 
97214; 503-234-0809; or jjs@geonomics.org. For 
more information, see www.geonomics.org.
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It’s All About Killing Cougars...
BY SALLY MACKLER, WILDLIFE ISSUE COORDINATOR

The Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) has unveiled their 
5-year management plan for cougars. (View it at www.dfw.state.or.us/
wildlife/cougar.) The Sierra Club was the sole conservation organization 
to be part of the focus group representing stakeholders on the issue and 
providing the ODFW with feedback on the Plan. Help us by voicing your 
outrage at this unscientific and extreme excuse for wildlife management. 

The plan represents a drastic shift in the way cougars are controlled in 
Oregon. The state is no longer attempting to manage by providing sport 
hunting opportunities and seeking to remove problem or nuisance animals 
that present safety and livestock threats. Instead, they are proposing to 
indiscriminately take out thousands of cougars in areas surrounding hu-
man population centers and in popular elk and deer hunting locations. The 
means of achieving the dramatic reduction in numbers is by the use of fed-
eral trappers and state agents utilizing traps, snares, chemicals, dog packs 
and bullets. The plan avoids the stigma of overturning the voters’ decision 
to ban the use of cougar sport hunting with dogs, by assigning the govern-
ment the task of killing the big cats instead of allowing hound hunters the 
pleasure of the kill. Fortunately, there is very little support for this plan. 
The hunting organizations are not for it, nor are humane and conservation 
organizations, nor is the public. 

While there are a lot of things wrong with the plan, the very premise is 
flawed. It is based on conditions and data from 1994. The objectives are to: 
1. reduce cougar populations to not below the 1994 level of 3,000, 2. bring 
safety and pet complaints statewide to 1994 level, 3. bring livestock com-
plaints to 1994 level, and 4. maintain management objectives for elk, deer at 
1994 levels. 

Managing by freezing cougar populations and complaints to levels 
over 10 years old is not science-based and completely ignores the demo-
graphic changes that have occurred in the state. The human population 
has increased by over 500,000, thousands of miles of roads have been built, 
wildlife habitat has been encroached/developed, forestry practices have 
changed, the climate has changed, etc. These and other factors are ignored, 
although they clearly contribute to conflicts between people and wildlife. 

The plan’s main management tool is to kill cougars, not to address prob-
lems with education and the means to prevent conflicts. 

The use of complaints as a barometer of cougar conflict and population 
trends is widely condemned by cougar experts. Yet this plan relies on this 
factor as an indicator of conflict and uses it as a trigger to commence kill-
ing. Studies following up on public complaints found 85% of them were 
not cougars at all and that media influences the complaint numbers dra-
matically. There have been 10 years of media coverage of cougar conflicts. 
In several instances claims of cougar attack have proven to be hoaxes, but 
there is rarely follow-up revealing that outcome. The facts show the truth: 
there has never been a verified cougar attack on a person in Oregon, and 
livestock damage from cougars is rare and minimal (less than $300,000 a 
year). Current law already allows property owners to kill cougars using 
dogs and other means. 

The ODFW needs to understand that Oregonians have an interest in 
protecting wildlife, especially the last of the big predators — an interest 
that goes beyond objecting to the use of unsporting methods of hunting. 
Sierra Club members, including hunters and anglers, want to see wildlife 
protected and managed for the benefit of the species, above and beyond 
management for sport. The system is not broken, it simply needs to be re-
tooled so that complaints are handled properly, so that credible and legiti-
mate concerns are acknowledged and verified, so that a system is in place 
to quickly respond appropriately, depending on the urgency and validity of 
the report. If there is a problem animal, the law allows for its removal. It is 
time the state stepped up to the plate and addressed the public’s concerns 
with a system that quickly responds to legitimate problems and also edu-
cates people on how to prevent and avoid these rare events. 

Send your comments in to the ODFW Commission before the Oc-
tober 31 deadline, and be sure to send a copy to the governor. Take a 
few minutes for wildlife, it’s a matter of life and death to thousands 
of cougars who still call Oregon home. Comments can be mailed and 
emailed to ODFW Cougar Plan, 3406 Cherry Ave. NE, Salem, 97303 or 
cougar.plan@state.or.us. Please copy your comment to the governor at http:
//governor.oregon.gov/gov/contact_us.shtml or 503-378-4582.

BY RALPH BLOEMERS, MT. HOOD ISSUE COORDINATOR

In February of 2005, the Union of Concerned Scientists released the 
results of a survey of US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) field scien-
tists. The details of the key findings are disturbing: political intervention is 
pervasive within the agency. 

The case of the Florida panther is a prime example of what has outraged 
the public. According to USFWS biologist Andrew Eller, agency officials 
knowingly used flawed science to assess the endangered panther’s habitat 
and future prospects in order to grease the skids for developers in southwest 
Florida. In May of 2004, Eller filed a whistleblower complaint. In it he alleged 
that the USWFS used flawed science to approve construction projects in pan-
ther habitats. In March of 2005, the agency conceded that it had violated the 
Data Quality Act. What did the agency do in response? It tried to fire Eller.  

The report also details how numerous government scientists have been 
asked to change scientific information, remove scientific facts, or come to 
conclusions not supported by science. Nearly half of all the respondents 
working on the Endangered Species Act reported that they “have been 
directed, for non-scientific reasons” to refuse protections for species. One 
in five agency scientists revealed they have been instructed to compromise 
their scientific integrity—reporting that they have been “directed to inap-
propriately exclude or alter technical information from a USFWS scientific 
document.” Seventy percent of staff scientists and nearly 89% of scientist 
managers knew of cases “where Department of Interior political appointees 
have injected themselves into” scientific issues. 

Here in Oregon, rather than forging new scientific ground, the Forest Ser-
vice claims to have created a tool through the transfer of existing scientific 
research called the “Scott Mortality Guidelines.” The purpose of this tool 
is to predict the probability that a given tree will live or die from damage 
inflicted by wildfire. The Forest Service is applying this tool in our national 
forests east of the Cascade Crest to justify logging, claiming that the Forest 
Service is only logging dead or dying trees. 

In the salvage logging project within the perimeter of the B&B Complex 
Fire, the Forest Service claims it is removing dead and dying trees, but the 
situation on the ground calls this claim into question. Disturbingly, local 
citizens have found that hundreds, if not thousands, of live old-growth trees 
have been marked to be logged using the Scott Mortality Guidelines in the 
B&B Complex Fire and in other projects across the state. The immediate prob-
lem stems from the fact that the guidelines do not accurately incorporate the 
peer-reviewed science. The Forest Service’s own data shows that although its 
scientific guidelines predict that 50% of trees will die and 50% will survive, 
only 3% of those trees die in the first two years, while 97% of them survive. 

Yet the Forest Service persists with its claim and has come up with a 
brand new even more controversial hypothesis – namely that these trees are 

experiencing “delayed mortality.” Unfortunately federal agencies like the 
Forest Service often receive respect from the courts for their expert opinion. 
However, there are limits to the respect the Forest Service receives from the 
courts, and the Club is currently testing those limits. The public also has a 
role to play. Monitoring and reporting are very important, as is public out-
cry on these issues.  

If you are interested in learning more about how you can get involved 
in tracking scientific abuse on the ground in Oregon, please contact Ivan 
Maluski at 503-238-0442 x304 or ivan.maluski@sierraclub.org. 

Latest Science or Policy-Driven Abuse?

BY IVAN MALUSKI, GRASSROOTS ORGANIZER

The B&B Fire was Oregon’s largest in 2003, igniting nearly two weeks 
after the most recent lightning strike and just days before President Bush’s 
scheduled visit to seek votes for the Healthy Forests Restoration Act‚ and 
garner support for his efforts to roll back forest protection rules to speed 
logging. The smoke clouds provided the perfect backdrop, and the bill 
passed Congress in a matter of months. The post-fire logging at B&B encom-
passes five square miles of the Deschutes National Forest between the Mt. 
Jefferson Wilderness and the Metolius River.

The Forest Service has granted two multinational timber companies, Boise 
Cascade and Interfor, the rights to log the old-growth forests in the B&B Fire 
area. Over 70% of the logging is in the Metolius Late Successional Reserve 
where Interfor is cutting snags up to four feet in diameter, and in some plac-
es living, green trees as well. Snags are extremely important wildlife habitat 
and can stand for hundreds of years, providing shade for the emerging trees 
as they grow back, and falling down to become nurse logs, holding moisture 
and nutrients. Large snags need to be protected in old-growth reserves.

Boise Cascade is logging the rest of the sale including four-foot diameter 
ancient, green trees that survived the fire but are open for cutting using the 
“Scott Mortality Guidelines.” All of the logging is ground based, meaning 
it is done using heavy machinery that bulldozes the forest floor, crushing 
young seedlings that have come back naturally after the fire, compacting 
soil, and creating erosion.

B&B logging started in late August, expedited under an “emergency‚ 
declared by the Bush administration. Since this logging is so damaging and 
the Forest Service largely ignored our concerns, the Sierra Club has joined 
with other conservation groups to stop the B&B logging in court. As of the 
writing of this article, logging continued as we sought an emergency halt 
to the cutting. For more information, contact me at 503-238-0442 x304 or 
ivan.maluski@sierraclub.org.

B&B Post-Fire Logging Begins
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BY FRED HEUTTE, ENERGY ISSUE COORDINATOR 
The effort to adopt new “clean car” stan-

dards in Oregon took a big step forward on 
August 29. Speaking at a news conference in 
Portland’s Pioneer Courthouse Square before 
150 supporters of the improved standards, in-
cluding many Sierra Club members, Gov. Ted 
Kulongoski vowed that the standards would 
be adopted “this year” — the clearest state-
ment so far of his intentions. 

If a temporary rule is adopted by the En-
vironmental Quality Commission (EQC) by 
December, the standards would decrease tail-
pipe emissions of air toxics and greenhouse 
gases, including carbon dioxide, in a phased 
approach starting in 2009. A permanent rule 
would be adopted after full public review 
by June 2006. Oregon’s adoption would also 
bring in Washington State under a bill passed 
there this Spring. The West Coast would then 
join Canada and more than a half dozen eastern states in adopting the Cali-
fornia standards or their equivalent, reaching 40% of the vehicle market.

The governor also announced the appointment of advisory panels to 
make recommendations on the clean car standards and measures to de-
crease global warming emissions from power plants and other sources.

The same morning, the governor vetoed the line item in the Department 
of Environmental Quality (DEQ) budget prohibiting DEQ and the EQC 
from moving forward. The restriction was initiated by the House Budget 
Committee in May. Despite months of assurance by the Senate leadership, 
the restriction was included in the “grand bargain” negotiated behind 
closed doors to wrap up this year’s legislative session in early August.

The industry was not long in responding. On September 9, a lawsuit 
backed directly by the auto manufacturers was filed in Marion County 
Circuit Court by Rep. Susan Morgan (R-Salem), Rep. Wayne Scott (R-
Salem), Sen. Ted Ferrioli (R-Salem), several auto dealers and the Alliance 
of Automobile Manufacturers. The suit claims that no veto of this type 
of budget item had ever been issued. The line-item veto was added to 
the Oregon Constitution in 1922 and while infrequently used, has been 
exercised by every recent governor. 

Owens Corning Plans to Release Excessive 
Greenhouse Gases in Portland Area

Sierra Club volunteer Walt Mintkeski attends a rally promoting clean 
cars at a Mercedes dealership in Portland in mid September.

BY IVAN MALUSKI, GRASSROOTS ORGANIZER

In order to prevent the release of hundreds of tons of a harmful global-
warming and ozone-depleting gas from a proposed new factory in the 
Portland area, this Summer the Oregon Chapter joined with other environ-
mental organizations to send a 60-day notice of intent to sue the Oregon 
Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) in federal court. 

At issue is the DEQ’s readiness to grant a permit for Owens Corning Cor-
poration to build a polystyrene foam board insulation manufacturing plant 
in Gresham, Oregon. The factory will release massive amounts of HCFC-
142b, a known greenhouse gas and ozone depleting substance so potent the 
US Environmental Protection Agency requires it to be phased out by 2010. 
The Sierra Club is represented by the Pacific Environmental Advocacy 
Center, and is joined by the Northwest Environmental Defense Center and 
the Oregon Center for Environmental Health in the effort to compel DEQ to 
comply with clean air laws.  

The timing of the notice came one day before a planned DEQ hearing on 
Owens Corning’s permit to release nearly 250 tons of HCFC-142b per year. 
Releasing this amount of the gas would be roughly equivalent to add-
ing 100,000 new cars to Portland-area roads, or a 100-megawatt coal-fired 
power plant, undermining 15 years of hard-fought greenhouse-gas reduc-
tions in the Portland metro area in a matter of months. If Owens Corning 
succeeds in starting up the facility, the permit allows it to use existing 
stockpiles of HCFC-142b until 2020. 

The notice states that the DEQ violated both the Clean Air Act and Or-
egon law by refusing to obtain and release data from Owens Corning used 
to develop a permit for the facility; that DEQ has failed to comply with 
public participation requirements of state and federal law; and that DEQ 
authorized Owens Corning to illegally begin construction on the facility 
before a permit had been issued. 

This issue first emerged last fall, as citizens learned that Owens Corning 
had begun construction of a facility that, according to its permit applica-
tions, would emit 283 tons per year of HCFC-142b. Stringent legal require-
ments apply to major new sources of pollution that emit more than 250 
tons per year of any air pollutant, and construction of the facility without 
an approved permit was illegal. 

At that time, the Sierra Club, joining with other groups, sued successfully 
to block the construction of the insulation plant. Since that time, and in an 

apparent effort to escape regulations involved in releasing more than 250 
tons of pollution per year, Owens Corning reduced its estimate of HCFC-
142b emissions to 226 tons per year.  

However, it is unclear how this revised number was calculated. The new 
lower estimates of greenhouse gas emissions were based on “errors” in 
three previous estimates, according to Owens Corning. DEQ accepted these 
revised estimates but did not require Owens Corning to make their new 
data available to the public, a violation of state and federal law. 

On the day of the DEQ public hearing in Gresham on August 11, Owens 
Corning finally released some of the data used to calculate the lower emis-
sion amounts. Over 80 people attended this hearing, including many local 
residents turned out by the Sierra Club who wore stickers stating “Clean 
Air YES! Owens Corning NO!” The new information prompted DEQ to 
extend the public comment period by an additional five weeks.

The Sierra Club, our attorneys and fellow environmental organizations 
have reviewed the new information provided late in the process by Owens 
Corning and have found it insufficient. Significant concerns remain, and 
we will continue our efforts to ensure that Owens Corning is using the 
safest alternatives in order to protect our atmosphere, the ozone layer, 
Oregon’s clean air, and to prevent global warming. 

Already, Owens Corning and other companies manufacture insulation 
in Europe (where greenhouse gases are more strictly regulated) that works 
as well as insulation using HCFC-142b. This technology could easily be 
used during the construction of this new plant and would better reflect the 
values of the residents of Oregon and Multnomah County who have made 
significant strides in the last 15 years to reduce our contributions to global 
warming. Owens Corning should simply not be allowed to locate here and 
add the equivalent of 100,000 new cars to our roads. 

Contact State Representative and Speaker of the Oregon House Karen 
Minnis, whose district this plant is located in, to take a strong position 
urging Owens Corning to use new technologies and not HCFC-142b in its 
insulation plant. Please also contact Governor Ted Kulongoski and ask him 
to take a similar strong position and to ensure that DEQ makes every effort 
to protect our environment, not polluters. Contact information for State 
Representative Minnis and Governor Kulongoski can be found on the back 
page of the Conifer. For more information, contact me at 503-238-0442 x304 
or ivan.maluski@sierraclub.org.  

On September 12 and 13, the advisory 
panel appointed by Governor Kulongoski 
began two months of work on a report on 
the proposed standards that will be com-
pleted in early November. 

The industry claims that the standards 
will reduce market choice, especially for 
diesel vehicles, and cost car buyers $3,000 
more. However, the auto industry has 
always put forth exaggerated claims about 
moderate new regulations for clean air, fuel 
efficiency and safety.

Studies by the California Air Resources 
Board show that the standards will save 
money, with purchase costs rising a modest 
$300 to $1,000 but offset by larger savings 
on gasoline. Consumer choices, including 
a wider selection of efficient hybrid, diesel 
and biodiesel cars and light trucks, will be 
promoted by the new standards.

The auto industry, facing an internal financial crisis and the shock of 
rapidly rising gas prices, is on the defensive and will fight fiercely to delay 
the standards. But with editorial board support from all around the state, 
including not only Portland and Salem but Medford and Klamath Falls as 
well, the state is poised to take an important step toward cleaner air, im-
proved health, and global climate change reduction.

Demonstrating wide public support for the new standards is the focus of 
the new Clean Cars for Oregon Coalition, an effort initiated by the Oregon 
Environmental Council with participants including the Sierra Club, Ameri-
can Lung Association, OSPIRG, Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon and oth-
ers. Future issues of the Conifer will report on ongoing developments. 

Clean Car Standards Resources:
DEQ website with background materials and a form for public com-

ments: www.deq.state.or.us/aq/aqplanning/callev/index.htm. 
Clean Cars for Oregon Coalition: www.cleancarsoregon.org. 
Sierra Club contacts: Paul Shively, regional representative, paul.shively@

sierraclub.org, 503-243-6656 x303; Fred Heutte, Oregon Chapter energy 
coordinator, phred@sunlightdata.com, 503-757-6222.

Governor Vows Clean Car Standards to be Adopted This Year
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Brent Foster
724 Oak Street, Hood River, 97031
541-380-1334 • brentfoster@ecoisp.com
Occupation: Public-interest environmental attorney

Background: For the last 15 years I have worked as an environmental activist. I 
have a B.S. in Ecology, a B.A. in Environmental Science and have worked as an en-
vironmental lawyer for the last six years. I recently became the Executive Director 
of Columbia Riverkeeper. 

Sierra Club experience: For the last four years I have served as the state Conser-
vation Chair for the Oregon Chapter, helping direct the Chapter’s conservation 
efforts and working with chapter volunteers and staff. 

I have legally represented the Sierra Club in a suit that stopped the Bush Admin-
istration’s first attempt to ship radioactive waste through Oregon to Hanford and 
I continue to represent the Club in a Clean Water Act case against a Texas pipeline 
company that dumped thousands of gallons of drilling lubricants into salmon 
streams in Coos Bay. 

I have also served as the Chapter’s Global Trade Coordinator working to high-
light the environmental and social justice threats of trade agreements such as the 
WTO and NAFTA.

My vision: The Bush Administration’s assault on the environment makes it all the 
more critical for the Sierra Club to be a leader on pressing issues, such as global 
warming, national and state forest protection, salmon restoration, air pollution, 
land use and the pollution that continues to degrade 
Oregon’s rivers. We need to address the rapidly 
climbing human population, but do so recogniz-
ing that the global nature of this problem cannot be 
solved with radical anti-immigrant policies that some 
on the right would like the Club to adopt.

With hard work, creativity and the confidence to 
create the national political winds instead of merely 
responding to them, the Sierra Club can play a key 
role in bringing environmental values back to the 
forefront of public attention. 

✮	ExCom Candidates ✮ Ballots are on the back page ✮ Vote today! ✮

Dorothy Shoemaker
3652 SW Spring Garden Street, Portland, 97219
503-452-1877 • dorothy.shoemaker@oregon.sierraclub.org

If you read the Columbia Overlook, you’ve seen my name. I’m Chair of the Colum-
bia Group this year and I serve on the Oregon Chapter excom. I’m also issue coordi-
nator for the Portland Harbor. I’ve been serving as secretary of the Portland Harbor 
Community Advisory Group since the CAG’s formation in 2003. I also serve on our 
Building Environmental Communities (BEC) program steering committee. I’m also 
on the Back 2 the Wall Portland committee, defending Oregon’s forests.

We moved to Portland from Palo Alto, California, five years ago. My employ-
ment included being a senior information developer, lead technical writer, tech-
nical secretary, proofreader, and certified financial analyst. From 1995 until 2000 
I volunteered with Bay Area Action and the Junior League, and taught piano. I 
edited the mid-Peninsula Junior League newsletter, and won a national award for 
best Junior League newsletter.

I helped form Bay Area Action and served on the BAA Council until I 
moved to Oregon. BAA has since merged with another group to form Acterra 
(www.acterra.org). We raised money and bought the Arastradero preserve. We 
involved large numbers of volunteers in going to protests, pulling invasive plants, 
gardening, converting cars to electric, and we organized high school environmen-
tal leaders. We also sponsored Earth Day in the Bay Area, serving as the coordina-

tor of local fairs, poster contests, and outdoor 
cleanups. 

I completed my education at Mills College in 
1987. I have a PhD in Liberal Arts from Mills 
College and a PhD in SESEME from U.C. Berke-
ley. SESEME is a program that trains professors 
of Science, Engineering, and Math. While at 
Mills, I completed the Integrated Computer Sci-
ence program and a PhD in Music. Before that, I 
graduated from Reed College in Liberal Arts. 

Jill Workman
6337 SE 87th, Portland,  97266
503-421-3635 • workmanjm@aol.com

Those who know me well say that I have two jobs; my paying one with Wells 
Fargo and my volunteer one with Sierra Club. Both are demanding and I take both 
quite seriously. I am running for reelection to the Oregon Chapter Executive Com-
mittee because I desire the opportunity to continue to lead the Oregon Chapter’s 
efforts to advance our work in protection of Oregon’s land, air, water and wildlife. 

I am proud of the progress we have made as a Chapter during my time on 
ExCom. Our membership, budget, staff and active volunteer base have increased, 
and we have made strategic and organizational advances that have increased our 
effectiveness. For the Chapter, I serve as Chair and supervise and direct staff. I am 
on the Budget, Administrative, Personnel, Fundraising, and High Desert Commit-
tees and the Mt. Hood Task Force. Regionally, I helped create and continue to serve 
on the Northwest Conservation Strategy Team, which coordinates regional envi-
ronmental issues. Nationally, I serve on the Wildlands Campaign Committee and 
the Chapter and Group Effectiveness Committee’s Support Project Team. 

I joined the Sierra Club to work on public lands issues — my heart is in Oregon’s 
high desert region. In protection of these special lands, I 
attend meetings, testify at hearings, write comments and 
encourage others to do the same. My environmental ethic 
comes from my Christian faith, believing that we are called 
to care for God’s creation and knowledge that extinction, 
destruction and pollution are not stewardship. 

My role in the Sierra Club is to effectively meddle in 
whatever needs attention in order to grow the Oregon 
Chapter in capacity, effectiveness and stature, and to 
increase environmental protection across Oregon. I would 
appreciate your vote to continue in this role. 

Ralph Bloemers
917 SW Oak, Suite 417, Portland, 97205
503-525-2727 • ralph@crag.org

I am a staff attorney for an environmental law center, and am fortunate to work 
with hundreds of local citizens and numerous different organizations throughout 
Oregon to protect our public lands, waterways and communities. For the past five 
years, I have served on the Club’s executive committee, drawing on my skills to 
help grow the Club. I have served as Oregon’s representative on the Council of 
Club Leaders and the liaison to our federal forest issue coordinators. I would like 
to continue to increase the Club’s influence on critical environmental issues.  

The Club has an incredible opportunity to shape governmental and private ac-
tions to protect aquatic and terrestrial habitats and the species dependent on them. 
While the Club should continue to focus its resources on the issues that have faced 
it for years, such as destructive salvage logging on our National Forests, protecting 
salmon and steelhead habitat and restoring degraded ecosystems, the Club must 
focus on new threats as well. For example, the use of genetic engineering poses 
an ever-increasing threat, and we must work to find creative ways to protect our 
environment’s genetic integrity. And while global climate change is certainly a 
difficult issue to tackle, we must make renewed efforts to decrease fossil fuel use, 
increase renewable energy use, and participate in international legal mechanisms 
designed to address the problem. 

During my service to the Club, I have applied 
myself on a diverse range of efforts. I have been 
working with Sierra Club volunteers and its allies 
to protect the historic backcountry on Mt. Hood 
at Cooper Spur, advance the permanent protec-
tion of the remaining wildlands on the mountain 
as Wilderness,  and respond to Measure 37 and 
protect Oregon’s agricultural lands from unwise 
development.  With your support I am excited 
about the opportunity to continue to do so. 

Jerry J Sutherland
1936 SE 41st Avenue, Portland, 97214
503-233-1552 • jerry.sutherland@comcast.net

I join these other fine candidates in asking for your vote to serve on the Oregon 
Chapter’s Executive Committee. If re-elected I will continue performing the many 
duties of this position on your behalf.

I cut my teeth as an activist in 1996 when the High Desert Committee showed me 
how I could make a difference in protecting Oregon’s wild places by applying skills 
I already had and learning whatever I needed to fill in the gaps. I forged relation-
ships with offices of the Oregon Congressional delegation, learned how to write 
technical comments on environmental analysis, and got to know the views of ranch-
ers and Bureau of Land Management personnel by touring the land with them. 

After helping out in the campaign to protect Steens Mountain I was appointed 
to the Steens Mountain Advisory Council. This expanded my understanding of 
Wilderness law and regulations and honed my ability to work effectively with di-
vergent views. As it turns out this kind of experience was of interest at the national 

level of the Sierra Club, and after serving the last three years on 
the Wild Planet Strategy Team I was recently appointed by the 
Board of Directors to the Conservation Governance Committee. 

Whenever I get the chance I encourage new members to get 
involved locally. I also actively recruit experienced Oregon 
Chapter activists to serve at the national level. The fact that so 
many of our leaders now do so speaks well for the depth and 
quality of the Oregon Chapter. If you are not already one of 
those I brag about at every opportunity I hope you’ll take the 
first step towards getting there - right after you finish voting.

Sunil Shenoy
2588 NW 126th Avenue, Portland, 97229
503-629-4909 • sadna.shenoy@oregon.sierraclub.org

Life member since 1990. Assisted my wife Sadna Shenoy as she served multiple 
volunteer roles for the Sierra Club including Oregon Chapter Treasurer, Columbia 
Group Treasurer and ExCom member. Have actively campaigned for the Charlie 
Ringo for Senate campaign. Written multiple letters to the editor and submitted 
verbal and written testimony for multiple environmental causes like Steens Moun-
tain Bill, Roadless Area Conservation, Biscuit Fire Logging issue, Ancient Forest 
Act and Mt. Hood Wilderness Area expansion.

I am interested in taking my passion for the environment and natural areas to the 
next level of contribution. I have over 20 years of experience in industry at Intel Corp. 
with the last 10 as senior executive. I have developed and worked in organizations 
of over 1,000 people and delivered many successful projects and ventures. I have 
experience and talent in written and oral communication, consensus 
building, building and working in teams and doing research. I would 
like to funnel these talents towards causes and values championed by 
the Sierra Club. Finally I am a passionate backpacker who has hiked 
and backpacked in almost every wilderness area in Oregon and many 
wilderness areas in Washington, Arizona and the Sierra Nevadas.
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Join the Sierra Club!
❑ Yes! I want to join the Sierra Club!
❑ Yes! I want to give a gift membership!

Name _____________________________
Address ___________________________
City/State _______________ Zip _______
E-mail _____________________________
Phone (______) _____________________
I understand that a gift announcement card will 
be sent for my use. I’ve entered my name and 
address above and the gift recipient’s name and 
address below.

Recipient’s 
Name _____________________________
Address ___________________________
City/State _______________ Zip _______

❑ Check ❑ Mastercard ❑ Visa
Cardholder ________________________
Card # _____________________________
Expiration date _____________________
Contributions, gifts or dues to the Sierra Club are 
NOT tax deductible; they support our effective, 
citizen-based advocacy and lobbying efforts. Your 
dues include $7.50 for a subscription to Sierra mag-
azine and $1 for your chapter newsletter.
Membership Categories: (Check one)
                        Individual Joint
Introductory ❑ $25
Regular          ❑ $39 ❑ $47
Supporting    ❑ $75 ❑ $100
Contributing ❑ $150 ❑ $175
Life                 ❑ $1,000 ❑ $1,250
Senior, Student or Limited Income
                        ❑ $24 ❑ $32
Mail this form to:
Sierra Club
POB 52968, Boulder, CO 80322
F94QW53001

BY PATRICIA WESTLING, RN-C, MSN, 
POPULATION COMMITTEE MEMBER

The Oregon Department of Human Services 
Family Planning Program began offering free 
and low-cost contraceptive services and supplies 
nearly 40 years ago to keep up with the growing 
need for effective and affordable contraception 
and to assist individuals in making responsible 
reproductive choices. Out-of-pocket costs for 
the most effective means of contraception are 
a significant economic burden for low-income 
women and can in turn create a cost-shift to 
public assistance agencies and society at large. 
Although the Family Planning Program’s goal 
is to help low-income Oregonians access family 
planning services, it helps to provide a benefit 
beyond our borders.

Two thousand years ago the population of 
the Earth was around 300 million, and it only 
grew by 10 million in the next thousand years. It 
wasn’t until the early 1800s that world popula-
tion reached one billion but by 1930 it had grown 
to two billion. The number tripled in the past 70 
years, to six billion in 2000. The increased popu-
lation over-consumes Earth’s natural resources—
forests, fisheries, farmlands and water sources. 
Soils are eroding and grasslands deteriorating. 
During the past few years, the world’s grain 
harvest has fallen below what is needed due to 
water shortages, and the heavily relied upon 
reservoirs have been almost depleted. Water cov-
ers much of the Earth, but only about .003% of 
the water on Earth is usable. There are 1.2 billion 
people who lack safe drinking water, and more 
than a third of all people do not have enough 

water for adequate sanitation. The U.S. Census 
Bureau estimates that a mere eight years from 
now the world population will pass seven billion 
and could grow to nine billion by 2050. Although 
most of this growth will occur in developing 
countries, it is reasonable to conclude that Orego-
nians will be affected. 

From 1990 to 2004, Oregon’s population in-
creased by 29%, from 2.8 million to 3.6 million, 
primarily due to new residents moving into the 
state. Meanwhile, amidst the rising cost of living, 
the poverty rate for families with children under 
age five has risen to 17% in 1999 and to 47% for 
those families headed by single women. How-
ever, Oregon has seen a reduction of the overall 
birthrate from 23 per 1,000 in 1955 to 13 per 1,000 
in 2003. This trend has mirrored the US pattern 
but has consistently remained below the national 
rates for the past half century, thanks in part to 
Oregon’s Family Planning Program.

After many years of gradually increasing the 
number of uninsured low-income citizens served 
with federal grant funding, the Oregon Fam-
ily Planning Program began offering services 
in January 1999 through the Family Planning 
Expansion Project (FPEP), in addition to serving 
clients with both public and private insurance. 
FPEP requires a federal medicaid waiver, as does 
the Oregon Health Plan. With the addition of 
FPEP, the Family Planning Program has contin-
ued to expand, serving nearly 143,000 clients 
(both women and men) during 2004. 

In spite of these strides, approximately 50% of 
pregnancies that occur in Oregon are unplanned. 
The Alan Guttmacher Institute estimates there 

are more than 200,000 Oregon women in need 
of publicly funded contraceptive services and 
supplies. Therefore, ongoing efforts continue to 
increase availability of services for those in need. 
Providing contraceptive services is cost effective 
even when public funds are used, saving $5 for 
every $1 spent by averting unplanned births and 
infant care. A recent federal grant was awarded 
to the Family Planning Program to facilitate pay-
ment for approximately 200 vasectomies. The 
Program staff will seek an extension of the FPEP 
in 2006 and will look for new ways to provide 
services to all who qualify. There are now about 
150 family planning clinics throughout the state 
and new ones continue to be added. The world 
and its resources are shrinking; and while Or-
egon is actively seeking solutions for its citizens, 
it also is contributing to efforts in addressing a 
global crisis.

Oregon’s Family Planning Program:
Serving Oregonians and More... 

Sierra Club 2006 
Calendars
and Cards!

• Enjoy awe-inspiring 
photography and 
help sustain your 
local group by 
buying your 2006 Wilderness and 
Engagement calendar directly 
from them! Contact your group 
chair or call the Chapter office, 
listed on page 2. 

• Sierra Club holiday cards — 
order yours today!  Support the 
Oregon Chapter with a purchase 
of a box or more of 12 beautiful 
single-design or 20 assorted 

holiday cards.  
Prices are 
$12 and $15 
+ shipping.  
Contact 
Robyn at the 
office, and 
place an 
order!
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❏	Air Quality
❏	Chemical Weapons 
❏	Coastal
❏	Columbia River Gorge
❏	Conservation Legislation
❏	Electoral Politics
❏	Energy/Global Warming
❏	Endangered Species
❏	Forests/Logging
❏	Factory Farms/Agriculture
❏	Global Trade
❏	High Desert/Grazing
❏	Off-Road Vehicles

❏	Pesticides 
❏	Population 
❏	Sprawl/Land Use
❏	Sustainability
❏	Tillamook State Forest
❏	Toxics
❏	Transportation
❏	Water Quality 
❏	Wetlands
❏	Wild Salmon 
❏	Wildlife 
❏	Willamette River

Grassroots action made the Sierra Club what it is 
today — the premier national organization working 
for, and winning, environmental reforms in our com-
munities, our state, our nation, and our world. Let us 
know how you’d like to be involved. Please fill out 
the form at www.oregon.sierraclub.org/volunteer or 
fill out this form and return it to: 
Oregon Chapter Sierra Club, 2950 SE Stark, Suite 110, 
Portland, OR 97214; 503-238-0442; fax 503-238-6281.

Date ________ DB ________
Record # ________ 

Date: __________________________________________

Name: _________________________________________

Mailing Address: ________________________________

City/State/Zip: _________________________________

Phone: ( )____________(h) ( )____________(w)

E-mail: ________________________________

Fax: ____________________________________________

Membership# (if known): _________________________

Occupation: _____________________________________

❏ I’d like to spend _____ hours/month volunteering

❏	Accounting/Bookkeeping
❏	Audio/Visual  
❏	Carpentry 
❏	Computer Expertise 
❏	Cooking 
❏	Data Entry 
❏	Editorial 
❏	Electrical 
❏	Event Planning 
❏	Fundraising
❏	Grant Writing
❏	Graphic Design
❏	Law 

❏	Medicine
❏	Performing Arts
❏	Photography
❏	Political Organizing
❏	Public Speaking
❏	Research
❏	Teaching/Training 
❏	Visual Arts
❏	Web Design/Maintenance
❏	Word Processing
❏	Writing/Journalism
❏	Other __________________

Please choose the conservation issues that you are 
interested in actively working on:

_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
____________________________________________

❏	Attend and/or testify at a hearing
❏	Fundraising 
❏	Ground truthing/forest or timber sale monitoring
❏	Host Club leaders visiting my area
❏	Lead an outdoor activity or an inner-city outing
❏	Perform legal services
❏	Media relations 
❏	Group phone calling in Chapter office
❏	Signature gathering
❏	Work at a Club information booth at fairs and events 
❏	Use my vehicle to	transport people and Club supplies 
❏	Work in the Club’s office in southeast Portland 
❏	Work at a mailing party 
❏	Trail maintenance, tree planting, or other outdoor work 
party
❏	Volunteer coordination
❏	Write letters
❏	Other ______________________________________
____________________________________________

❏ Yes, I’m a member so add me to the Home Lobbying 
Network!

Are *You* ALERT?
Let us help you stay informed!

Member, do you know how you can quickly help 
the Oregon Sierra Club protect our clean air and wa-
ter, our critters and wildlands, from the attacks they 
face? Join Oregon Alerts! It’s integral that we are able 
to reach YOU, our invaluable troops for action and 
dissent, QUICKLY. We have 22,500 members and only 
316 members on Oregon Alerts! Yikes! Please sub-
scribe, and help us alert you to key issues so that you 
can write those letters, make those calls, and be more 
effective citizens and Sierra Club members. To sub-
scribe, send an e-mail to listserv@lists. sierraclub.org. 
Type the following command in the body of your 
message: subscribe oregon-alerts yourfirstname 
yourlastname. To unsubscribe, or if you have any 
problems, send a message describing the problem to 
oregon-alerts-request@ lists.sierraclub.org. To sug-
gest an alert for posting, send a message to oregon-
alerts@ lists.sierraclub.org. 

To sign up for national alerts, go to the Sierra 
Club site http://lists.sierraclub. org/scripts/
wa.exe?subed1=sierraclub-actiona&a=1, or e-mail 
the office at oregon.chapter@sierraclub.org.

Senator Ron Wyden
www.senate.gov/~wyden/mail.htm
230 Dirksen Senate Ofþce Bldg., Washington, DC  20510
202-224-5244, fax: 202-228-2717
Salem phone: 503-589-4555, Portland: 503-326-7525
Eugene: 541-431-0229, Bend: 541-330-9142

Senator Gordon Smith
www.senate.gov/~gsmith/webform.html
404 Russell Senate Ofþce Bldg., Washington, DC 20510-1001
202-224-3753, fax: 202-228-3997
Portland phone: 503-326-3386, Eugene: 541-465-6750
Bend: 541-318-1298

District 1: Representative David Wu
www.house.gov/writerep/
1023 Longworth House Ofþce Bldg., Wash., DC 20515-2701
202-225-0855, fax: 202-225-9497
Portland phone: 503-326-2901, toll free: 800-422-4003

District 2: Representative Greg Walden
greg.walden@mail.house.gov
1210 Longworth House Ofþce Bldg., Washington, DC 20515
202-225-6730, fax: 202-225-5774
Toll free: 800-533-3303 (OR only)

District 3: Representative Earl Blumenauer
write.earl@mail.house.gov
2446 Rayburn, Washington, DC 20515
202-225-4811, fax: 202-225-8941
Portland phone: 503-231-2300

District 4: Representative Peter DeFazio
peter.defazio@mail.house.gov
2134 Rayburn House Ofþce Bldg., Washington, DC 20515
202-225-6416, fax: 202-225-0032
Eugene phone: 541-465-6732, toll free: 800-944-9603

District 5: Representative Darlene Hooley
www.house.gov/writerep/
2430 Rayburn, Washington, DC 20515
202-225-5711, fax: 202-225-5699
Salem phone: 503-588-9100, toll free: 888-446-6539

The White House
president@whitehouse.gov
White House, 1600 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20500
Comments: 202-456-1111, fax: 202-456-2461

Governor Ted Kulongoski
www.governor.state.or.us/governor/mail/mailform.html
State Capitol, Room 250, Salem, OR 97310
503-378-4582, fax: 503-378-4863

State Representative ______________________
State Capitol, Salem OR 97310
503-986-14XX (XX is the district number)

State Senator ____________________________
State Capitol, Salem OR 97310
503-986-17XX (XX is the district number)

Your Oregon Representatives
       www.vote-smart.org

CAST YOUR VOTES FOR THE OREGON CHAPTER EXCOM ELECTION!

Your ballot(s) for the Oregon 
Chapter Executive Committee 
annual election is to the right 
of these instructions. Candidate 
statements are on page 6.

The Chapter Executive Committee 
(ExCom) manages the affairs and 
activities of the Oregon Chapter. 
Nine members (four elected one 
year, five the next, each serving 
two-year terms), along with one 
representative from each of our 
local groups, make up the ExCom. 
This year, Chapter members vote 
for five. These five will serve until 
December 2007, joining Kristin 
Winter, Donald Fontenot, Joseph 
Vaile and Scott Jerger  who serve 
until December 2006.

✮ Vote for no more than five (5) 
members, one vote per candi-
date. (Two ballots are provided 
for joint membership households. 
Not sure if you have a single or 
joint membership? The Chapter 
office can provide the answer; 
call 503-238-0442 x300.) Single 
members use only Ballot #1.

✮ Complete your ballot.

✮ Insert your ballot into an 
envelope clearly labeled with 
your printed name and mailing 
address.

✮ Mail or deliver your ballot to:

Sierra Club ExCom Election
2950 SE Stark St., Suite 110
Portland, OR 97214

Ballots must be 
received no later 
than December 1, 

but why wait?
Vote TODAY!

All votes are confidential.  Mem-
bership is verified from your name 
and address on the envelope 
before envelopes are opened 
and ballots separated. To en-
sure complete confidentiality, 
you may insert your ballot into a 
blank envelope inside the signed 
mailing envelope. Unverified bal-
lots will be disqualified.

CAST YOUR BALLOT!    ✮    CAST YOUR BALLOT!

✮	
Vote for five (5) candidates:
___ Sunil Shenoy
___ Ralph Bloemers
___ Jerry Sutherland
___ Jill Workman
___ Brent Foster
___ Dorothy Shoemaker
___ Write-in candidate(s):

___________________________________________

✮	 *
Vote for five (5) candidates:
___ Sunil Shenoy
___ Ralph Bloemers
___ Jerry Sutherland
___ Jill Workman
___ Brent Foster
___ Dorothy Shoemaker
___ Write-in candidate(s):

___________________________________________
* To be completed ONLY if you are the second 
member in your household under one mailing label.

✮

ExCom Election Ballot Instructions:


