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Jill Workman ~ At Large
Jerry Sutherland ~ At Large
Ramona Rex ~ At Large

John Berry ~ At Large

Heidi Dahlin ~ At Large

Kent Gill ~ Senior Volunteer
Ralph Bloemers ~ CCL Delegate
Kendra Kimbirauskas ~
Under 30

Dave Bybee ~ Outings Leader
Nancye Ballard ~

Marys Peak Group

Scott Chapman ~

Columbia Group

Gretchen Valido ~

Juniper Group

Bob Palzer ~ Rogue Group

For more on The Sierra Summit,
see page 5.
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BY PAUL SHIVELY, NORTHWEST REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE
AND FReD HUETTE, ENERGY Issue COORDINATOR

On May 6, Washington Governor Christine Gregoire
signed HB 1397 making Washington the ninth state to
join Californiais oclean card standards for all cars and
light trucks. In attendance at the signing were national
board president Larry Fahn and Sierra Club volunteers
and staff who made an extraordinary effort to help pass
this crucial legislation.

There is just one catch. Thanks to a last-minute
amendment added in Senate negotiations, Washingtonis
adoption depends on Oregon doing the same thing.
And now i you guessed it i the spotlight is shining
brightly on our state.

Itis our turn to put the last piece of the West Coast
clean car puzzle in place. Through strong leadership
by Governor Kulongoski, and through the hard work
of Sierra Club members like you, we can make Oregon
the 10th state in the nation to say enough is enough
on emissions from cars. When we make this happen,
35% of the cars sold in America will be manufactured
with these higher standards in place. The auto industry
wonit be able to make one clean set of cars for 10 states
and Canada, and a dirty set for the rest. Oregon is truly
poised to tip the balance.

How did we got to this exciting point in history, you
ask? In 2002, California passed Bill 1493, a law that
directed the California Air Resources Board (CARB) to
adopt regulations to achieve the 6maximum feasible
and cost-effective reduction of greenhouse gas emis-
sions from motor vehicles.6 CARB adopted those regu-
lations in September 2004, laying the groundwork for
reducing global warming pollution from new cars 30%
or more by 2016.

Under the federal Clean Air Act, each state can choose
to follow the national EPA standards or adopt Califor-
nials standards exactly.

The path to adoption of the California auto emissions
standards is somewhat different in Oregon. In Oregon,
years ago the legislature granted the power to do so

to the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ)
through a rulemaking process decided by the Environ-
mental Quality Commission (EQC).

While Washington was considering its legislation, and
following the announcement of a historic agreement
between the government of Canada and the auto indus-
try to adopt California-like standards, Governor Ted
Kulongoski announced his intention to have Oregon fol-
low suit through the DEQ/EQC process. Despite a bit of
backpre in the legislature this spring, that effort is about
to get underway.

Adoption of the clean car standard is the single most
effective thing we in Oregon can do to provide cleaner
air and savings on fuel costs and contribute directly to
reducing global climate changing greenhouse gases.

But despite the progress being made in bringing hy-
brids and more efpcient diesels, conventional autos and
light trucks into the market, some in the auto industry
oppose clean cars in a big way. Thatis why your support
is so crucial. We have the opportunity to put Oregonians
on the record as overwhelmingly supporting this big
step in the direction of a sustainable economy and a
healthy environment.

In the months ahead, the Sierra Club will be joining
the Oregon Environmental Council and many other
partner organizations to support adoption of the Oregon
clean car standard. We will be laying out the broad rea-
sons as well as the technical details about the benepts of
this approach. But we need your help starting right now.

You can help in a couple ways: Call Governor Kulon-
goski at 503-378-4582 and thank him for his early leader-
ship in committing to a clean car future for Oregon, and
the entire country. Encourage him to stay the course and
not give in to those parts of the auto industry steering
away from what is good for our country. Become in-
volved with the Sierra Clubis clean car work. Email
paul.shively@sierraclub.org or fred.heutte@sunlightdata
.com and let us know you want to volunteer to help
educate others in Oregon about the urgency to become
the tenth state to adopt the clean car standards.
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This coming Fall, members of the Oregon Chapter
Sierra Club have the opportunity to vote for new mem-
bers of the Chapteris Executive Committee (ExCom).

The ExCom is called upon to make decisions on bud-
get, reconcile national and state policies and positions
on conservation issues, and manage paid staff. Most
importantly, the ExCom sets conservation priorities
and makes decisions on environmental issues, politi-
cal candidates, and state legislation. ExCom members
also recruit and advise volunteers and serve in various
capacities within the organization. Candidates should
be prepared to devote a substantial amount of time to
the Chapter. Serving on the ExCom is a privilege and a
serious commitment.

If you believe that you or another Club member
would make a good addition to the ExCom, contact a
member of the Oregon Chapter Nominating Commit-
tee (listed below). Potential candidates will be asked
to submit a cover letter and resume to be considered a
onominated candidated by the Nominating Committee.
Submissions should be sent to oregon.chapter@sierraclu
b.org or the Chapter ofpce.

Only Oregon members in good standing as of June 25,
2005, are eligible. The deadline for pnal submission of all
candidate materials is August 1. All contenders and non-
contenders will be notiped of their status by August 15.

Candidates also have the option to run as a petition
candidate. Petition candidates are required to gather
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signatures from 50 current members of the Oregon
Chapter. Signatures must be delivered to the Nominat-
ing Committee no later than August 29. All candidates,
both nominees and petitioners, will be required to turn
in their candidate statements and a photo to the Conifer
by September 5. Statements may not be longer than 300
words, and should include phone number, mailing and
e-mailing addresses. Candidate statements and ballots
will appear in the Fall Conifer. Ballots must arrive in the
Chapter ofpce no later than 5 p.m. on December 1. The
Election Committee will count the ballots and report the
results in the Winter 2006 Conifer. The Nominating Com-
mittee consists of Kristin Winter, Joseph Vaile and Sadna
Shenoy. Their contact information is on page 2.
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Chair: Jill Workman

Vice Chair: Kristin Winter

Secretary: Brent Foster

Treasurer: Sadna Shenoy

At-large members:

Donald Fontenot, John Berry,

Joseph Vaile, Greg Jacob, Ralph Bloemers,
Jerry Sutherland, Scott Jerger

GROUP CHAIRPERSONS
Columbia: Dorothy Shoemaker
Juniper: George Wilson

Many Rivers: Shannon Wilson
Marys Peak: Barry Wulff
Rogue: Tom Dimitre

CHAPTER REPRESENTATIVES
Sierra Club Council

Representative: Ralph Bloemers
Earth Share of Oregon
Representative: lvan Maluski

OREGON CHAPTER OFFICE
Robyn Conroy, Ofpce Manager, x300
oregon.chapter@sierraclub.org

Ivan Maluski, Grassroots Organizer, x304
ivan.maluski@sierraclub.org

2950 SE Stark St., Ste. 110

Portland, 97214

503-238-0442

fax 503-238-6281
www.oregon.sierraclub.org
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Chapter Calendar

The next ExCom meetings are an Au-
gust 18 conference call from 6 to 8 pm
and an October 22 meeting in Eugene.

Conifer Deadline
The next deadline is September 5.

Chapter Thanks

Thank you, ofpce volunters!:

John Berry

541-929-5794
john.berry@oregon.sierraclub.org
Ralph Bloemers

503-238-5339, ralph@crag.org

Scott Chapman

503-235-0125
scott.chapman@oregon.sierraclub.org
Lew Curtis

Jeff Fryer

503-452-1535
jeff.fryer@oregon.sierraclub.org
Michael Geoghegan
503-239-8903
globaltradecmte@yahoo.com
Fred Heutte

503-222-9572
fred.heutte@oregon.sierraclub.org  synergy@agora.rdrop.com

E{Rining

CHAPTER-LEVEL ISSUE

COORDINATORS
Conservation Chair: Brent Foster
Air Quality/Chemical Weapons:
Bob Palzer

Energy: Fred Heutte

Factory Farms/Agriculture:
Kendra Kimbiruaskas

Federal Forestlands: North 8 Joe Keating,
South d Joseph Vaile, East d George
Wilson, Central d James Johnston
Global Trade: Michael Geoghegan
High Desert: Ken Snider

Land Use/Transportation:

Scott Chapman

Mt. Hood: Ralph Bloemers
Off-Road Vehicles: Jerry Sutherland
Population: Ramona Rex

Salmon: Jeff Fryer

Tillamook State Forest: Donald Fontenot
Water: Scott Jerger

Wetlands: Lyn Mattei

Wildlife: Sally Mackler

ADDITIONAL CHAPTER
COORDINATORS

Oregon Conifer Editor: Jim Flynn
Legal Advisor: Brendan McCarthy
Legislative/Political Chair:

NORTHWEST REGIONAL OFFICE
2950 SE Stark St., Suite 100
Portland, 97214

503-243-6656

fax 503-238-6281

Paul Shively, Regional Rep., x303
paul.shively@sierraclub.org

Nat Parker, BEC, x301
nat.parker@sierraclub.org

Erica Maharg, BEC, x302
erica.maharg@sierraclub.org

INLAND NORTHWEST OFFICE
Chase Davis

10 North Post, #447

Spokane, WA 99201

509-456-8802
chase.davis@sierraclub.org

GROUP CONTACT INFORMATION
A Columbia Group:

2950 SE Stark Street, Suite 110

Portland, 97214

503-231-0507 x16

A Juniper Group:

POB 6376, Bend, 97708-6376

A Many Rivers Group:

POB 11211, Eugene, 97440

541-338-8604

Carol Porto A Marys Peak Group:
Personnel Chair: John Berry POB 863, Corvallis, 97339
Outings: Lew Curtis and John Berry A Rogue Group:

Webmaster: Alicia Emel 84 Fourth St., Ashland, 97520
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Ken Snider

503-491-7636 x325
highdesert@oregon.sierraclub.org
Jerry Sutherland

503-233-1552, jerry.sutherland@
oregon.sierraclub.org

Joseph Vaile

541-488-5789

joseph@kswild.org

Sally Mackler

541-846-6148
wildlife@oregon.sierraclub.org
Lyn Mattei

541-317-9160
matteibrown@bendnet.com
Brendan McCarthy
503-772-0526

503-234-3405 Greg Jacob Bob Palzer George Wilson
Treasure Bruce, general help; Robert lewandmarge@msn.com 503-681-8397 541-482-2492 541-462-3158
Dawson, general help; Ahman Dirks, Tom Dimitre jacobg@pdx.edu bob.palzer@sierraclub.org grwis@starband.net

541-488-4601 Scott Jerger Carol Porto Shannon Wilson

mailing; Judy Heumann, data entry;,

. . tdimitre@earthlink.net
mailing; and Jeffree White, data entry e

Alicia Emel

503-542-2015
scott.jerger@oregon.sierraclub.org carol.porto@oregon.sierraclub.org

503-244-8679 541-746-3371

tsuga@efn.org

management. webmaster@oregon.sierraclub.org James Johnston Ramona Rex Jill Workman
Donald Fontenot 541-434-1463 503-649-1467 503-232-6789, jill. workman@
503-704-3116 jdj@efn.org ramona.rex@oregon.sierraclub.org  oregon.sierraclub.org

Editords Note

Individual views expressed herein do
not necessarily reyect the policies of the
Sierra Club.

Brent Foster

541-380-1334
brentfoster@ecoisp.com

Jim Flynn

541-683-1645, jimyynn@efn.org

donald.fontenot@oregon.sierraclub.org Joe Keating
503-234-2613
keats@teleport.com
Kendra Kimbirauskas
503-997-7438
kendra@olcv.org

Sadna Shenoy Kristin Winter
503-629-4909 503-235-9703
sadna.shenoy@oregon.sierraclub.org  kristin.winter@amec.com

Dorothy Shoemaker Barry Wulff
503-452-1877, dorothy.shoemaker@  541-929-6272
oregon.sierraclub.org wulffb@peak.org
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BY JiLL WorkMAN, CHAIR

Those are just a few ideas for the name of the Oregon Chapterfs new
fundraising program... and wefre betting you can do better. Have an idea?
Send it to us; playing the naming game could net you fabulous prizes!

Evidence of Oregonis volcanic past rims the state in the form of moun-
tains, both well known and not, serving as landmarks and offering mag-
nipcent places to explore. Given Oregonis relationship to its mountains,
and the imagery they evoke of scaling peaks of success and continuous
uplift, the Oregon Chapterdis Fundraising Committee is using mountains
from around the state as symbols of various levels of giving in its (still in
creation) pledge program.

You will learn more about the program over the coming months, but
right now we invite you to enter the contest to name the Oregon Chapterds
pledge program. Have a great idea for a fundraising campaign name relat-
ed to Oregon and/or mountains? Send your submissions to lvan Maluski
at ivan.maluski@sierraclub.org by August 15. The person submitting the
selected name will receive fabulous Sierra Club logo wear, recognition in
the Conifer, and the enduring appreciation of the Fundraising Committee!
And, runners up will receive prizes as well. The Fundraising Committee
will make the selection at its August meeting and announce the selected
name and details of our pledge program in the next issue of the Conifer.
Feel free to enter as often as you like M we look forward to great participa-
tion and having to make a difpcult choice!
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BY RoBYN ConNRroY, OFFice MANAGER

June 13 was my pve-year anniversary with the Oregon Chapter
and... welve come along way, baby! Many of you have been around
a lot longer than pve years and have seen the recent Chapter growth
and evolution, and | hope that you are proud of us. | am happy with
my contribution here, and have had that rare delight of doing Mean-
ingful Work.

Not only do | support an impressive team of respected volunteer-
members as they initiate forward-looking committees and campaigns
to protect Oregonis natural resources, live developed many close
friendships through the Club! Not too shabby, so thank you! The offce
and itls inhabitants are working away. Phones are ringing, email is
downloading, minds are contemplating the next best move to: boost
turn-out at meetings, better use the library, encourage Governor
Kulongoski to prioritize clean cars and a clean Willamette River, build
volunteer capacity in Eastern Oregon, keep the volunteer opportuni-
ties board and Chapter calendar of events up-to-date, better engage
members in Roseburg, stay on top of the pling and data entry, learn
from folks in Ashland how to form Group Sections, send our web-
master current info in a timely fashion, pt in an outing with the Marys
Peak Group... you get the picture. Our work is amazingly diverse, so if
you want to help, let us know! Thank you, members and friends. On to
another great pve years!
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General supplies such as:

Binders, clips, folders, pens (working)
Hand truck

Thin vertical shelf
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BY RAMONA REx, OREGON CHAPTER PoPULATION Issue COORDINATOR

Forty-pve years ago, a young woman stepped onto the shores of Lake
Tanganyika and began a research project that rocked the scientipc world.
Jane Goodallis observations of wild chimpanzees using tools, hunting
and eating meat secured her international scientipc reputation. Today Dr.
Goodall travels the globe, using her fame and reputation to advocate for
programs to preserve the wild chimpanzee populations she so loves. She
discussed her current work with population activists and congressional
staffers in Washington, DC, as part of the Population Activist Weekend this
past April, a talk entitled 0A Reason for Hope, Perspectives on Population,
Family Planning and the Environment.6

The Gombe Stream Game Reserve, site of Goodallis research on the
shores of Lake Tanganyika, was part of a large forested area in East Af-
rica back in the 1960s. By the late 1980s, however, the burgeoning human
population had harvested much of the forest surrounding Gombe for fuel,
or had converted the forest to farmland. Gombeis chimpanzees were left on
a virtual island, cut off from other chimpanzee populations.

Throughout Africa, chimpanzees and other primate populations are
threatened with extinction by the conversion of forest land to crop land
and from aggressive logging. The roads built for logging make it easier for
people to hunt highly desired owild bushmeat.6 Chimpanzees are being
killed and eaten in the bushmeat trade. Numbering more than two million
in the early part of the 20th century, habitat loss and hunting have reduced
the wild chimpanzee population to approximately 150,000 today.

Dr. Goodall and the nonpropt Jane Goodall Institute are working to pro-
tect the remaining wild chimpanzees through several innovative programs.
One program, The Lake Tanganyika Catchment Reforestation and Educa-
tion (TACARE) project, teaches people living near Gombe Stream National
Park sustainable farming and agro forestry techniques. Basic health and
reproductive health services are provided to the local people in coopera-
tion with regional medical ofpces. These efforts help reduce pressure on the
chimpanzee habitat in Gombe, and improve the health and well-being of
the people living nearby.

Programs like TACARE can help bring the human population into bal-
ance with the natural world. Across the globe, population/environment
programs are helping to protect wild animal and plant habitats while at the
same time providing improved health, educational, and economic oppor-
tunities to neighboring human populations. Our support of these programs
with private donations, or our tax dollars through the United States Agen-
cy for International Development, can do much to protect not only our

0000

Dr. Jane Goodall

closest living relative on Earth, the chimpanzee, but all life on Earth. They
indeed give us a reason for hope.

For more information about Dr. Jane Goodallis advocacy for both
wild and captive chimpanzees, TACARE, and other programs, visit
www.janegoodall.org. For information about Population Activist
Weekend/Capitol Hill Days, visit www.popconnect.org. To learn more
about the Sierra Clubis Global Population and Environment Program, visit
www.sierraclub.org/population.
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BY ScoTT CHAPMAN, LAND Use Issue COORDINATOR, AND
RALPH BLOEMERS, ExEcuTIVE COMMITTEE

Measure 37 is an audacious frontal assault on Oregonis proud history of
land use planning. Measure 37 claims threaten a rash of arbitrary and un-
sustainable development. The measure authorizes local and state govern-
ments to exempt certain individuals from the same land use laws that bind
you and your neighbors. Rather than pay out millions of dollars, local and
state government are already choosing to waive land use laws and not en-
force years of hard work by local citizens to shape the development of their
communities. Governments are strapped for funding and are not likely to
be able to pay owners for the right to regulate land use. Rather than com-
pensate property owners for doing the right thing, local governments are
rolling back common sense planning solutions across the state.

Land speculators are poised to capitalize on this measure. These specula-
tors do not pt the mold of the poor old grandmother in her retirement that
the Measure 37 backers put on their TV commercials during the campaign.
The Oregonian reported that four out of every pve dollars of support for
Measure 37 came from industrial forestland owners and big development
interests. The purported ideal behind Measure 37 was to provide relief for
certain individuals experiencing undo hardships. That ideal would be laud-
able if the measure proposed a workable system to do so. However, Measure
37 appears to be nothing but a front for rampant abuse by its real backers.

This alert seeks to provide Sierra Club members in Oregon who are
neighbors to Measure 37 claimants the basic resources to track, comment
and potentially challenge Measure 37 claims.

To learn about the Measure 37 claims in your local area, contact your
county or city planning department directly or visit them to review the
public records. You can also pnd information on the claims registry at
www.oregon.gov/DAS/Risk/M37.shtml. Once you have located a claim
that concerns you in your neighborhood or county, you should contact the
local afpliate of 1,000 Friends of Oregon to pnd out if they are tracking the
claim. You can contact 1,000 Friends at 503-497-1000 to locate the local afpl-
iate. You may also obtain a sample set of comments so that you might form
the basis for your specipc comments on a particular Measure 37 claim from
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Scott (scott.chapman@oregon.sierraclub.org) or Ralph (ralph@crag.org).

It is up to Oregonians and neighbors who are impacted by Measure 37
claims to take action, and one way is through participating in the claims
review process by pling meaningful comments. We also need to make sure
we do not facilitate or subsidize inappropriate development. If you intend
to comment and potentially challenge a particular claim, please contact ei-
ther Scott or Ralph and let them know. The Sierra Club will try to help you
as much as our time and available resources permit.

We cannot pave the farms over every generation. We cannot grow new
coastline or replace the rivers, estuaries and life that is displaced by devel-
opment. We cannot afford to defend more homes on forestland from the
wildpre. With this measure, there is no room for the community to put in
place sensible science-based land use safeguards that foster sustainable
communities. Local citizens and neighbors must act before the current sys-
tem is tossed out the window.

Jobbioiigbitbbtiogobidinbboo

The Oregon Chapter would like to acknowledge a very generous bequest of $59,856
from the Estate of Morley R. Turner, a Sierra Club member since 1992. We also
thank everyone who has donated to the Oregon Chapter this year, and recognize the
signipcance of these contributions toward a better world. Ensuring that Oregons en-
vironment is protected for generations to come is a priority for all of us, and we
welcome the opportunity to talk to our members about planned giving and leaving
an environmental legacy. If you would like to lean more about leaving a bequest to
the Oregon Chapter or other signipcant giving, please contact the Portland ofpce at
503-238-0442 or the Sierra Club Foundation at 415-995-1780 for more information.

Also, the Oregon Chapter would like to acknowledge the McKenzie River Gath-
ering Foundation for its $1,500 donor-advised grant to support our conservation
work, the Burning Foundation for its $10,000 contribution to our efforts to protect
forests in central and eastern Oregon, and the Sierra Clubis Environmental Part-
nerships program for a $1,500 contribution to our efforts to build relationships with
Hispanic farmworkers, organized labor, and small family farmers negatively affected
by industrial agriculture pollution near Boardman, Oregon. (See article on page 6).
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BY IvAN MaLuski, GRAsSSROOTS ORGANIZER, AND
RALPH BLOEMERS, FOREST COMMITTEE LIAISON

A couple of years ago, the Forest Service proposed to log hundreds of old
trees on the north side of Mt. Hood near Cooper Spur. The Forest Service
claimed the project would reduce the risk of pre in the area. The project
was dubbed the Polallie Cooper timber sales due to its location between
Polallie Canyon and The Inn at Cooper Spur.

Quite surprisingly, the logging project was in the Crystal Springs Water-
shed, which provides drinking water for over a quarter of Hood River
County residents. Proposed clearcuts and logging next to streams threat-
ened to degrade the watershed and the forest. For more than two years,
local residents urged the Forest Service to implement a project based on
science and forest health, but the agency wouldnit listen.

The Forest Service also wanted to proceed with this logging project at the
same time as Mt. Hood Meadows proposed a destination resort and mas-
sive ski expansion at Cooper Spur. The combined effects of these projects
threatened to degrade water quality, sever wildlife corridors, cut old-growth
forests, and seriously impair the visual quality of the north side of Mt. Hood.

Bark, a forest watch group based in Portland, asked the legal eagles at Cas-
cade Resources Advocacy Group (CRAG) to help them with this project. Bark
frequently worked with Sierra Club on outings to the area. Volunteers from
the Oregon Chapter Sierra Club, Bark, Oregon Natural Resources Council,
the Friends of Mt. Hood, and the Oregon Wildlife Federation worked with
local residents from the Hood River Valley Residents Committee, as well as
with climbing and skiing groups like the Mazamas and Friends of Tilly Jane,
to visit the area and document the situation on the ground.

Many big pre-resistant trees had been marked for cutting. Time and again
volunteers asked us why the Forest Service would log the biggest trees to
reduce pre risk, as their own science proved that logging big trees does not
reduce pre risk. The Forest Service, however, remained unwilling to respond
to the recommendations of numerous other well-respected scientists.

Based on these concerns, the groups worked through their legal counsel
to obtain the assistance of an expert pre ecologist, Peter Morrison, to look at
the Forest Serviceis plan. Morrison visited the site and conducted a sys-
tematic scientipc survey of the area. He concluded that the Forest Serviceis
plan was seriously misguided and that it could actually increase pre risk
in the area by removing the largest, most pre-resistant trees and leaving
behind pre-prone slash piles. Based on Morrisonis work, these organiza-
tions approached the Forest Service to work out a compromise.

Ignoring the publicis effort to work with the agency, the Forest Service
decided to move full steam ahead. The local residents and their conserva-
tion allies had no choice but to go to court in order to protect Mt. Hood.
The groups moved quickly to bring a case in response to a hastily sched-
uled timber sale auction. The Sierra Club joined in the legal effort, working
with Bark and a large coalition of groups including mountain climbers,
local fruit growers from Hood River, backcountry skiers, hikers, conserva-
tionists, and other long-time advocates for the mountain.

In addition to the court case, the coalition of groups worked via the
Cooper Spur Wild & Free Coalition to educate the public about the Forest
Servicels approach. As people learned about the situation on the ground,
the phone calls, letters and emails poured into Forest Service ofpces. The
community spoke in a uniped voice: o0Protect Mt. Hood from this mis-

. 1A
photo by Ralph Bloemers guided project!

Enjoying the view from the Polallie Cooper Overlook on the Historic Tilly Jane Ski Trail. The area stretches & | :
down across Highway 35 and further east to Surveyoris Ridge. The area in the view Wildpre risk reduction at Cooper Spur and for more

here was to be logged pursuant to the Polallie Cooper EA.

In response to the suit pled by the coalitionis coun-
sel with the Cascade Resources Advocacy Group,
the Forest Service backed off and delayed the proj-
ects. The timber sales sat on the shelf for more than
two years while the Forest Servicefs attorney tried
to pgure out what to do. Finally, this May, the Forest
Service cancelled the sales!

Area residents are continuing their work to pro-
tect Cooper Spur and Mt. Hood. They look forward
to promoting a positive vision for Mt. Hood. Wefve
learned many lessons from this experience. Cutting
large trees does not improve forest health. Com-
mercial timber sales are not the best way to manage
pre risk.

The Sierra Club will respond to requests for
assistance and continue the good work with locals,
scientists and the Forest Service to pursue a sensible
solution for the area M namely, follow the publicis
lead and implement a science-based project that pro-
motes the health of Mt. Hood and this historic area.

Please contact ivan.maluski@sierraclub.org for
more information on the north side of Mt. Hood.
You can also visit www.crag.org and click on oFire
Management & Watershed Protection,06 scroll down
and click on oPolallie Cooper logging projecto for
a copy of Peter Morrisonis recommendations for

information on how to get involved.
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Mt. Hood Meadows, the major ski lift operator on Mt. Hood, recently
proposed to construct a massive snowmaking system and applied for
new water rights to make the dsnow.é The project includes 40 hydrant
locations, a 1,000,000-gallon storage tank and snowmaking on up to 1,700
acres of public land. The Friends of Mt. Hood met with Meadows{ repre-
sentatives early in the year and asked about projects, yet Meadows said
nothing about proposing a snowmaking system in 2005. Then in April
Meadows sprung this proposal on the public and requested the Forest
Service to fast track the approval process, without conducting any mean-
ingful environmental review.

The Sierra Club has learned that there is no surface water available in
the Hood River Basin. Our allies have gathered scientipc evidence from
the National Resource Conservation Service that shows for every 100 gal-
lons removed from the river only half may return. Meadows is proposing
to provide the minimum yows in the East Fork of the Hood River from
the wastewater and efyuent from its facilities, at a time of year when the
river is running low. Meadows claims this will be a win, win, win for
psh, farmers and recreation, but the consequences of this proposal have
yet to be considered. Global warming and climate change have signip-
cantly impacted the yows of Oregonis rivers and streams, and further

withdrawals in the lean Winter months could severely tax these systems.

We ask that you register your concern for Mt. Hood and the Hood
River by emailing a note to the Forest Service and to the Oregon Water
Resources Department right away. The Sierra Club is not opposed to
sustainable water use for snowmaking to improve skiing conditions. Yet,
the approach taken by Meadows does not respect the public resource,
and that is why we ask you to send a short email expressing your con-
cerns. The people you should email are Doug Jones, US Forest Service, at
dgjones@fs.fed.us, and Jeana Eastman, Oregon Water Resources Depart-
ment, at jeana.m.eastman@wsrd.state.or.us.

Other interesting facts to note are: 1) Snowmaking results in up to 70%
loss through evaporation, transpiration and sublimation, 2) Snowmaking
does not store water, because the timing and release of the run-off cannot
be controlled, 3) Meadows proposes to provide minimum yows in the East
Fork primarily from its sewage treatment plant, and 4) Meadows is pro-
posing to use the additive 0SnoMax6 that could result in unwanted veg-
etation growth in sensitive high-alpine wetlands. For more information,
please visit www.friendsofmounthood.org. It is important to provide in
your email your own rationale and describe in your own words why this
project is important to you. That is what the decision makers need to hear.
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BY JosePH VAILE, FEDERAL FORESTS - SouTH Issue COORDINATOR

A cow controversy in one of southwest Oregonis most special wild areas
makes the need for national forest grazing reform obvious.

The Oregon Chapter Sierra Club recently commented on the Allotment
Management Plan for the Big Grayback Cattle Grazing Allotment. The
plan calls for grazing cows on both the Rogue River and Siskiyou National
Forests. Containing three separate botanical areas and the Oliver Matthews
Research Natural Area, the allotment is a truly special place. Just a quick
glance at the cow damage would have any reasonable person conclude that
grazing this area is ridiculous.

Cows congregate in the very areas that are most sensitive: high-elevation
meadows, wet areas, streamsides and lakeshores. The allotment overlaps the
150-square-mile Kangaroo Roadless Area, which surrounds the Red Buttes
Wilderness. High-elevation meadows contain plants that are so rare, such as
the Elegant Gentain, that grazing has moved them toward extinction.

Recreation is important in the Big Grayback area: it contains the Bound-
ary Trail that connects to the Pacipc Crest Trail which thousands of people
hike every year. Plant enthusiasts visit the botanical areas to take in the
beautiful and rare specimens. Sadly, cows welcome hikers climbing to view
the incredible vistas on Grayback Mountain, and the natural springs ripar-
ian areas stink of cow excrement.

Cows also graze in streams above threatened psh stocks and in the drink-
ing water supply for the Oregon Caves National Monument, threatening
the downstream water with E. Coli and Cryptosporidium contamination.

The economics of public lands grazing would make Enron executives
proud. Grazing in areas like the Big Grayback allotment, where there is
potential for serious harm to recreation, water quality and wild areas, is
a taxpayer subsidy like no other. Cows are grazed on public lands at far
below market value ($1.36 per month for one cow and calf), making the
cost of federal land grazing to taxpayers an estimated $500 million per year.

The Forest Service is proposing an additional $30,000 to $400,000 of fenc-
ing to keep cows out of sensitive areas at Big Grayback. Fencing in this
wild area has its own set of impacts. The smartest thing to do would be to
retire this allotment.

Public lands ranchers should be bought out of allotments such as Big
Grayback. This would save taxpayer dollars within ten years, as the cost
of administering this allotment is far more than what the government gets
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BY SALLY MACKLER, WILDLIFE Issue COORDINATOR

The Oregon legislature is again trying to overturn Measure 18, the citi-
zenfs initiative that passed in 1994 banning bear baiting and hound hunting
of cougars and bears, which the Sierra Club and many other conservation
organizations endorsed. The voters not only passed the initiative, they
soundly defeated a repeal attempt in 1996.

Every session since 1994 the legislature, pressured by trophy hunters, has
attempted to undo or weaken these small protections for our stateis most
magnipcent predators. This yearis attempt is being lead by high priced
lobbyists hired by the Safari Club, an extreme hunting organization that
promotes such unethical practices as canned hunts where exotic animals,
often surplus zoo animals, are hunted on game ranches under conpned
conditions, guaranteeing a kill and trophy to clients. It is no surprise that
the politics being utilized by our opponents are as unethical as the tactics of
canned hunting, bait and hounds.

An amendment repealing Measure 18 has been tacked onto Senate Bill
389 at the last minute, effectively prohibiting public testimony and partici-
pation in the process. The bill has been sent to conference committee.

Baiting bears consists of luring bears to piles of garbage, carcasses,
sweets, etc. so the so-called hunter can hide behind a tree and kill the
unsuspecting bears while they eat. Hounding consists of packs of hounds
chasing a bear or cougar to exhaustion until it runs up a tree. The hunter
follows the signal of the dogsi radio telemetry collars to the tree and shoots
the animal at close range off a tree limb.

These practices were outlawed for use by trophy hunters, but they are
permitted to protect livestock and public safety. SB389 would allow coun-
ties to opt out of state law passed by the voters and bring back bear baiting
and hounding of cougars and bears, creating a patchwork of inconsistent
wildlife law throughout the state.

It is interesting to note that northeast Oregon counties, which are pres-
suring to kill more and more cougars in a misguided attempt to salvage an
elk population long in decline, would most likely not be able to implement
hounding even if SB389 passed, because hunters (without hounds) are
already reaching and surpassing the zoneis legal cougar kill quota imposed
by the Dept. of Fish and Wildlife.

The Sierra Club is glad that Oregonis habitat still supports large preda-
tors. We believe that as long as our population continues to grow, recreate
and farm, there will be conyicts between wildlife and humans. Oregon
laws are balanced and protect the interests of ranchers, public safety and
wildlife. We hope this session allows that balance to continue.
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back in revenue. Ranchers could be compensated at a handsome price, so
they can invest in other pastureland or alternative feeding operations for
their cows.

Please write or call Representative Peter DeFazio and Senator Ron Wyden.
Ask them to buyout and retire the Big Grayback allotment. Tell them the
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Grayback Mountain

highest and best use of this land is as a recreational and ecological gem, not
a cow pasture. Tell them to save taxpayer dollars in the long term by offer-
ing the rancher a buyout option.

Representative Peter DeFazio
612 S.E Jackson Street, Room 9
Roseburg, OR 97470
541-440-3523
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Senator Ron Wyden
310 West 6th St, Room 118
Medford, OR 97501
541-858-5122

Sierra Summit 2005

ierra Club’s

first-ever Natonal
Environmental

Convention & Expo

September 8-11, 2005
The Moscone Center
San Francisca, CA
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Registrations are coming in! The Sierra
Summit will be the largest gathering held
by the Sierra Club in its 113-year history, .Si;:_rr;i_
and will serve as an important milestone h'—%g'} 1L
in the environmental movement. The o b
Summit will be a huge opportunity for
attendees to explore, enjoy, and protect
the planet through a fun and rich learning
experience.

There will be a myriad of workshops on
everything from 0Backyard Organicsé and 0Eating Smart,6 to 6Photogra-
phy & Natured and oRestoring the Wild.6 The Sierra Showcase will display
the accomplishments of our chapters, groups and committees. Speakers
will include one of the countryls environmental champions and one of Time
magazineis OHeroes for the Planeté for pghting to restore the Hudson River,
Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. Other speakers include former Poet Laureate Robert
Hass, chef Alice Waters, and professor George Lakoff.

The Sumit will include the Sierra Club strategic direction-setting process
which will be the most inclusive and extensive direction setting process
the Club has ever had with 1,000 delegates from across the country. And as
part of the pre-Summit preparation all members are invited to participate
in online discussions at www.sierraclub.org/Zsummitforum. Click on the
oregistero link at the top to get your password emailed to you and join in!

And of course no Sierra Club event would be the same without outdoor
activities, and there will be a number of hikes and other fun opportunities
to get outdoors and socialize. It will be a great chance to network and learn
with other Sierra members and leaders from around the country.

Everyone is welcome to attend, have fun and learn about the exciting ways
to enjoy and protect the planet. To register, go to www.sierrasummit2005.org
and either complete the form online or mail or fax it in. You can also call 301-
694-5243 or e-mail scs051.attendee@expoexchange.com.

Register Now!
www.sierrasummit2005.0rg
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BY PAuL SHIVELY, NORTHWEST REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE

The verdict is in. Dams are not part of the undeniable landscape of the
Columbia and Snake river system. While this may seem like a no-brainer
to most Americans, the Bush administration tried unconvincingly to argue
this point when they wrote a management plan for the river system last
year. In a major victory for salmon advocates across the Northwest, Judge
James Redden ruled on May 26 that the Bush administrationds plan for
managing the hydro-electric system along the river failed to provide ade-
guate consideration for salmon restoration. This decision is arguably one
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of the biggest potential advancements for Northwest salmon in the past 20
years. If this decision is to hold, NOAA psheries, the agency responsible for
writing the salmon management plan, will have to consider salmon resto-
ration to be as important as transportation and energy production when
they present a new plan for the Columbia and Snake river systems.

As The Daily Astorian wrote after Judge Reddenis hearing: 0A half century
of treating salmon as an afterthought has left salmon runs in such a precari-
ous situation that itls impossible to even accurately predict how many will
return to the river each year. The failure of this Springis run of Chinook
salmon, something unforeseen by agency experts, is a loud and clear alarm
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telling us that salmon still are far from recovery, despite the billions spent
so far.0

Judge Reddinis decision, coupled with the record low salmon returns this
year, sends a strong message that not only is the current plan for salmon
restoration a failure for an icon of the Northwest waters, but also for the
economies of the Northwest that rely on healthy wild salmon runs. Recent
studies have shown that restoring healthy runs of wild salmon would
greatly benept the regional economy. With a restored salmon pshery, Idaho
alone would see almost half a billion in economic benept from sportpshing.
Similarly restored psheries in Washington and Oregon would raise the total
to almost six billion dollars in economic benept to the region. In addition,
the Pacipc Coast Federation of Fishermenis Associations estimates that
restoration of Columbia and Snake river salmon would net the region an
additional $500 million per year in commercial pshing revenue and as
many as 25,000 new family wage jobs.

A court decision is not enough to bring the salmon back to their histori-
cal numbers before the Snake River dams were completed in the 1970s.

We need to turn this ruling into strong political leadership from those we
elected to public ofpce. To date, only one member of Congress from the
Northwest, Jim McDermott (D-WA), has shown the courage and leader-
ship to advance the concept of breaching the four lower dams of the Snake
River. We need to send a strong message to the rest of our congressional
delegation and to the governors of Oregon and Washington. Let them
know you expect them to follow the same sound science and common
sense Judge Redden showed and begin advancing meaningful salmon
restoration. Our rivers are counting on them, and so are the thousands of
people who rely on healthy salmon runs for jobs and recreation that help
depne the Northwest way of life.

Call Governor Ted Kulongoski and your members of Congress. Ask them
to join Judge Redden and take a stand on true salmon recovery efforts,
including breaching the four lower dams on the Snake River.

Your representatives can be reached at:

Governor Ted Kulongoski ~ 503-378-4582

Congressman Earl Blumenauer ~ 503-231-2300 and 202-225-4811

Congressman David Wu ~ 503-326-2901 and 800-422-4003

Congressman Peter DeFazio ~ 541-465-6732 and 800-944-9603

Congresswoman Darlene Hooley ~ 503-588-9100 and 888-446-6539

Congressman Greg Walden ~ 541-776-4646 and 800-533-3303

Senator Ron Wyden ~ 503-326-7525 and 202-224-5244

Senator Gordon Smith ~ 503-326-3386 and 202-224-3753
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BY KENDRA KIMBIRAUSKAS, FACTORY FARMS/AGRICULTURE Issue COORDINATOR

As Oregonians, we know that we have something special here in our
great state. We have vast open space, densely forested lands, inspiring
landscape, astounding rivers and luscious grasslands. Oregon is also one of
the few states left that has seen an increase in the number of family farms
over last 20 years.

However, take a trip into the arid area of Boardman and youill pnd that
therels a real threat to Oregonis valuable family farms that has managed
to go largely unnoticed: industrial animal agriculture. Threemile Canyon
Farms, one of the countryfs largest farms sits roughly pve miles south of
the Columbia River and conpnes over 55,000
dairy cows. Threemile Canyon Farms has
managed to sell itself as a green, sustainable
and earth-friendly farm.

Unless you look at the facts, the image they
sell can be convincing. When you dig deeper,
past the green washing, youill pnd a typical
industrial factory farm, which externalizes
the costs of production, at the expense of the
environment and public health.

Growing up on a family farm, I learned
agricultural values prsthand. My dad taught
me that not only was it important to protect
our environment, but it was critical that we
took good care of our cows and respected our
neighbors.

The industrial model of raising animals
conpnes them to factory-like buildings, where
they become a unit of production in a stan-
dardized system i driven by the bottom line.

Fifty-pve thousand cows produce the same
amount of waste as a city the size of 1,272,000
people. The waste at Threemile Canyon Farms
is held in large, open, earth-basin pits total-
ing 32 acres. A city of comparable size would
require a waste water treatment plant. There is
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To give you a sense of scale, the barns at Threemile Canyon
Farms are one mile long, and the crop circles are a mile in
diameter.
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no such plant at Threemile Canyon Farmes.

Traditional farms spread the manure back on pelds so that the land can
benept from the nutrients. Having to hold the cowsi feces and urine in gi-
ant pits, because the ground isnit able to absorb the manure as quickly as
itls produced, is not sustainable.

Threemile Canyon Farms wants to 0greend its image so that it can contin-
ue Obusiness as usuald at the expense of the local communities, the envi-
ronment and the well-being of the cows. It is hoping that by implementing
a few measures and labeling itself osustainable,é the public will overlook
the fact that this operation is a huge, cruel, industrial factory farm.

As Oregonians, we should ask ourselves
what we value about Oregonis agriculture
and whether this style of operation pts those
values. Who do we want producing our food
M a network of small farms that are predomi-
nately family owned, or a handful of corpo-
rate farms that do not respect the environ-
ment, the animals or the local communities?

In the meantime, rumor has it that Three-
mile Canyon Farms is planning to double
the size of the farm to nearly 100,000 cattle.
This will double the pollution and double
the social and economic problems associated
with this type of intensive agriculture. And,
it would double the amount of cheap milk
yooding the market, putting small Northwest
dairies out of business.

We need your help to make a difference!

We are now organizing to keep family farms
in business and say NO! to corporate animal
agriculture in Oregon. If you would like to be
involved in this effort, please contact me at
kendrakimbirauskas@yahoo.com or call 503-
997-7438.

The future of our food and rural communi-
ties is in your hands.
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