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BY DAN MEEK, COLUMBIA GROUP,
BRENT FOSTER, EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

The Oregon Chapter has endorsed the two statewide 
campaign finance reform measures now being circu-
lated by FairElections Oregon and its coalition partners. 
Enclosed in the Conifer is a signature sheet that we are 
asking every Sierra Club member to take the time to 
have your friends and family sign. More than 80,000 
signatures have already been gathered, 
and a major push from Sierra Club 
members in Oregon would ensure this 
measure qualifies for the Oregon ballot.  

If you’re tired of seeing Oregon’s 
state politicians ignoring the need 
to protect clean water, clean air and 
healthy forests — and listen instead to 
the state’s largest corporate polluters 
and industrial interests — then now’s 
your chance to do something about it.     

Oregon is one of only five 
states with no limits on political 
contributions, and the proposed 
measures are a great way to 
bring campaign finance reform 
to Oregon. Providing corporate 
cash to candidate campaigns is 
perfectly legal in Oregon, while is it 

prohibited in most other states. What Tom DeLay was 
indicted for in Texas is completely legal in Oregon.

If we really want Oregon’s government to reflect 
the values of Oregonians, then we need to change our 
campaign finance system. As long as corporate polluters 
have so much control of our political system, we should 
not be surprised when the system continues to allow 
pollution of Oregon’s air, water and people.

These two important ballot measures 
will help Oregonians take back our po-

litical system and help restore confidence 
that our government is not being run 
by wealthy corporate interests. We are 

urging all of our members to take a very 
active role in this campaign.

The amount spent on Oregon campaigns 
has increased tenfold in the past decade. 
Corporations outspend labor unions by 5 to 

1 and environmental groups by 100s to 1. 
Wealthy business executives routinely 
contribute $100,000 each (or more!) 
to statewide candidates; the Mannix 
campaign in 2002 received over $1.2 

million from just six corporate exec-
utives! Both major party candidates 
for governor broke all records in a 

combined spending of $8.7 million! 
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Vote 
Environment!
The Oregon Chapter is cur-
rently in the process of mak-
ing a series of endorsements 
for both the primary and 
general elections. We’ve 
already endorsed Petitions 8 
and 37, directed at institut-
ing meaningful campaign 
finance reform in Oregon. (See 
adjoining article.) Oregon’s 
primary election is on May 
16, and ballots will be in your 
hands sooner than that. For 
a complete list of Sierra Club 
endorsements for state legisla-
tive races, local and statewide 
offices, view our website at 
www.oregon.sierralub.org or 
call us at 503-238-0442 x304. 

continued on page 5

BY IVAN MALUSKI, CONSERVATION COORDINATOR

After causing irreversible damage to old growth re-
serves and sensitive watersheds in southwest Oregon’s 
wild Siskiyou mountains, and despite new findings 
that logging damaged natural forest regeneration and 
increased fire risk, the Forest Service says it will proceed 
with two additional timber sales in inventoried roadless 
areas in the Siskiyou National Forest’s Biscuit fire area. 

If not stopped, the Mike’s Gulch and Blackberry tim-
ber sales would be the first roadless areas timber sales 
in the lower 48 states to move forward since the Bush 
administration abandoned Clinton-era roadless protec-
tion rules in 2001.

The Mike’s Gulch timber sale sits within the South 
Kalmiopsis Roadless Area and the Briggs Late-Succes-
sional Reserve. Logging is proposed across 300 acres, 
one enormous clearcut. Mike’s Gulch is in the National 
Wild and Scenic Illinois River watershed, a stronghold 
for steelhead salmon and a popular recreational river. 

The Blackberry timber sale is in the North Kalmiopsis 
Roadless Area and the Fish Hook-Galice Late-Succes-
sional Reserve. It is in the 49,000-acre Indigo Creek Key 
Watershed and sits between two sales which already cut 
1,000 acres as part of the Biscuit sales. Indigo Creek is 
also a tributary of the National Wild and Scenic Illinois 
River., and in 1994 the Forest Service determined that 
Indigo Creek’s outstandingly remarkable fisheries made 
it eligible to be added to the National Wild and Scenic 
River system. It is quality habitat for the wild salmon 
and steelhead populations of the lower National Wild 
and Scenic Rogue River’s world-class fishery. 

Together, the North and South Kalmiopsis roadless ar-
eas make up part of a 300,000-acre roadless/wilderness 
complex that encompasses some of the most productive 
wild salmon streams on the West Coast and one of the 
most botanically diverse temperate forests on Earth.

Combined, the Mike’s Gulch and Blackberry sales pro-
pose to log 25 million board feet of large diameter trees 
from Oregon’s largest contiguous low-elevation forested 
roadless area. 

The Forest Service blatantly states that only the biggest 
trees in deep roadless canyons will be cut! According to 
Rob Shull, a Siskiyou National Forest timber planner, 
“The inventoried roadless areas have larger trees, more 
larger trees than some of the other areas. They have not 
been logged ever, entered ever. So there are some large 

trees there that burned up and are available.” 
It’s a travesty that in the 21st century a country like 

the United States is still logging its primary forests and 
wildest roadless areas — remote canyons that have 
never been logged, ever.

In mid March, Governor Ted Kulongoski took a stand 
for the Biscuit roadless areas. In a letter to Regional 
Forester Linda Goodman, the governor voiced his oppo-
sition to Biscuit roadless area logging and urged the For-
est Service to abandon its roadless area intrusion plans. 
He also expressed his intention to protect all of Oregon’s 
1.9 million acres of national forest through a petition 
process set up by the Bush administration that put the 
onus for roadless protection on individual governors.

The Bush administration claimed it would not allow 
roadless logging to move forward before the governors 
filed their petitions, so proposed logging for Oregon’s 
roadless areas represents a broken promise.

You can make a difference! Call Forest Service Chief 
Dale Bosworth and Regional Forester Linda Goodman 
and tell them to: 1. Immediately withdraw all roadless 
logging proposals in the Siskiyou National Forest in-
cluding the Mike’s Gulch and Blackberry logging sales, 
and; 2. Stop breaking their promise! Restore a morato-
rium on roadless area logging while state-specific rules 
are developed. Tell them that all remaining roadless 
areas in the US should be protected from future devel-
opment and logging. Contact Chief Dale Bosworth at 
202-205-1661, fax 202-205-1765, or dbosworth@fs.fed.us; 
and Regional Forester Linda Goodman at 503-808-2200, 
fax 503-808-2210 or lgoodman@fs.fed.us.

Bush Forest Service Goes After Biscuit Roadless Areas
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Chapter Calendar
The next ExCom meetings are April 
27, a 6 pm conference call, and June 
10, an in-person meeting in Bend.

Conifer Deadline
Submit letters, articles and ads for the 
Summer issue by June 5. 

Chapter Thanks
Volunteers who donated their time: 
Robert Dawson, Patrick Easley, Tiffany 
Gates, Nancy Gray, Judy Heumann, 
Peter Klauer, Andrea Read, and Jeffree 
White. Thanks also to Dave Bybee and 
Barbara Arney for the donations of 
equipment and supplies.

Editor’s Note:
Individual views expressed herein do 
not necessarily reflect the policies of the 
Sierra Club.
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BY LISA GRESS, CHAPTER COORDINATOR

Assembled at the beautiful Chelsea Ballroom in 
southeast Portland on February 25, we had a terrific 
crowd of 90 Oregon Chapter Sierra Club volun-
teers, members and friends, many of whom trav-
eled from across the state to join us. Newly elected 
Chapter Conservation Chair, Kendra Kimbirauskas, 
kicked things off by reminding us of all the hard 
work, accomplishments and victories to be proud 
of from last year. Our annual awards were pre-
sented to those deserving of recognition. (See the 
accompanying box for the list of Awardees.) Our 
guest speaker, Bernie Zaleha, Vice President of the 
Sierra Club Board of Directors, spoke about the 
health of the environmental movement, the prog-
ress we’ve made, and the challenges that lay ahead. 
Zen Kitchen’s organic dinner was delicious, and the 
wonderful deserts topped off the meal. And, to cap 
the night, the local jazz/funk band Sadu got us all 
up dancing! 

The Gala — the best and classiest way we’ve 
found to demonstrate our huge appreciation of the 
volunteers who spend countless hours working on 
behalf of our planet, community and backyards — 
was a tremendous success. The Gala is a great way 
to learn about our issues, meet the folks involved, 
connect with old friends and meet new ones, and, 
most importantly, to get inspired! We work so hard 
in our lives, and the Oregon Chapter’s Gala is a 
night where we get to dress up, relax and celebrate! 

I would like to offer a Huge Thank You to the 
following people, organizations and businesses 
that so generously donated time, energy, creativity 
and goodies to the Gala. We could not have had 
such a perfect night without them! Gala Planning 

Oregon Chapter Annual 
Awards Recipients

Charles Funk Award: 
JEFF FRYER

Holly Jones Award:
LEW CURTIS

Issue Coordinator Award: 
KENDRA KIMBIRAUSKAS

Partnership Award:
CLEAN CARS COALITION

Chair’s Award:
ROBYN CONROY

Office Manager’s Award:
JEFFREE WHITE

Adam Alabarca Young 
Activist Award (Columbia 

Group’s):  JAMIE SAUL

Group Awards:
Columbia - JACKIE CHERRY

Marys Peak - MARGIE POWELL

The Building Environmental Communities 
campaign honored five award recipients:

Issue Advocacy - KAREN SCHAPER

Cyber Mobilization - JEFFREE WHITE 
Phone-Bank Mobilization - NANCY HATCH 

Canvass Mobilization - HEIDI DAHLIN 
Campaign Leadership - JOE CARTINO

Committee: Nancy Hatch, Carol Porto, Cheryl 
Williams, Kristin Winter, and Jill Workman. 
Night-of volunteers: Chris Filson, Erica Maharg, 
Andrea Read. Raffle Donors: Backyard Bird 
Shop, Cathedral Ridge Winery, Columbia Group, 
Population 
Committee of the 
Columbia Group, 
Barbara Covert and 
Princess House 
Crystal, Jane Ellen 
Garbisch, Nancy 
Hatch, Marilyn 
Hinds, Ramona 
Rex, Jennifer 
Snarski, and 
Erskine Wood. 
Beverage Donors: 
Full Sail Brewery, 
Helvetia Vineyards 
& Winery, and the 
Lucky Labrador 
Brew Pub. And 
all of the wonderful others: Lavish Flora, for the 
beautiful flowers; Nancy Hatch and Karla Daniel 
for their help with the awards; the members of 
Sadu for the great music; Ralph Bloemers for being 
the official photographer; Brad Elliott for being 
the entertaining emcee; the Chelsea Ballroom for 
hosting the event; Zen Kitchen for once again 
providing a delicious, organic dinner; and Jill 
Workman, Ivan Maluski, Paul Shively, Erica 
Maharg, and Michael O’Leary for their general 
help, suggestions and participation. 

Thank you, members and friends; until next year! 

2006 Oregon Chapter Annual Gala a Huge Success!

Pictured at the Gala are (from left to right) Walt Mintkeski, 
Jeff Fryer, Lew Curtis, Jill Workman, Jerry Sutherland, and 

Fred  Heutte
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Will Politics Trump Science in Post-fire Debate?
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BY IVAN MALUSKI, CONSERVATION COORDINATOR

By the time you read this article, the US House 
may be poised for a vote on HR 4200, far-reaching 
legislation that would speed destructive logging and 
roadbuilding after fires in roadless areas, habitat for 
endangered salmon and other wildlife, and old-
growth forests. 

Introduced by representatives Greg Walden (R-
OR) and Brian Baird (D-WA), HR 4200 is a signifi-
cant legislative threat to Oregon’s wildlands, forests, 
rivers and communities at risk of fire. By mid April, 
the Senate could also be debating similar legislation, 
Senator Gordon Smith’s bill, S 2079.

These bills would fast-track logging in areas where 
fires and natural weather events have taken place 
on national forests and other public lands. Natural 
events that damage trees such as high winds, heavy 
snow, ice storms, fire, and insects would be deemed 
“catastrophes,” setting the stage for rapid logging 
and roadbuilding without environmental analysis 
and public involvement. 

This legislation is a gross example of misplaced 
priorities. Not only would forest and watershed 
health be harmed, but limited federal resources and 
staff would be directed towards damaging post-fire 
logging in remote areas and diverted away from 
common sense: preventative fire protection efforts 
near homes and communities.

Due in part to a timber industry financed cam-
paign over the past few years, combined with sloppy 
media reporting, there is a widespread perception 
that forests are “destroyed” by fires and that logging 
followed by replanting is a form of “restoration.” 
Never mind that of the over 30 published peer-re-
viewed scientific papers on post-fire logging, not a 
single one indicates that logging after fires benefits 
forest ecosystems. 

One of the newest of these studies, entitled “Post-
Wildfire Logging Hinders Regeneration and In-
creases Fire Risk,” was published in the prestigious 
Science magazine in January. Authored by a team 
from Oregon State University (OSU), including 
graduate student Daniel Donato, the study looked at 
areas logged after the 2002 Biscuit fire in southwest 
Oregon and compared them to areas left unlogged. 

The Donato study found that logging destroyed 
seedlings growing back naturally after the fire, re-
ducing conifer regeneration by 71% while increasing 
fire risk. This undercut two of the main claims that 
logging proponents had made to justify the cutting, 
including those made by OSU Professor of Forestry 
John Sessions. Sessions had authored a report used 

to justify increasing cutting in roadless areas and 
protected old growth reserves. Unlike the Donato 
study, Sessions’ report was not peer reviewed and 
did not analyze potential negative environmental 
consequences from post-fire logging.

In an unprecedented move, Sessions and other 
professors urged Science magazine to not publish 
the study! The editors of the magazine refused, 
because the Donato study 
was peer reviewed. Even 
OSU College of Forestry 
Dean Hal Salwasser en-
tered the fray, helping edit 
Session’s letter to Science 
magazine and publishing 
his own letter on a timber 
industry website run by the 
American Forests Resources 
Council, urging people not 
to draw conclusions from 
the Donato study. 

Salwasser has testified in 
favor of HR 4200. The atten-
tion on the Donato study 
brought to light apparent 
conflicts of interest and 
questions about academic 
freedom at the OSU College 
of Forestry, which receives 
significant revenue and gifts 
the timber industry. 

Late last year, Salwasser 
wrote a five-year budget 
strategy for the College of 
Forestry which includes 
plans for capitalizing on 
potential revenue from 
increased logging on federal 
lands in the name of “forest 
health” and, in reference to 
the timber industry, dis-
cussed the “need to make 
sure our [College of Forestry’s] programs are aligned 
with their needs and that they know what we are 
delivering.”

Embarrassed by the situation, Representative 
Walden agreed to hold an additional field hearing 
on HR 4200 in late February in Medford. Ostensibly 
called to review the findings of the Donato study 
and other science around post-fire logging, the 
hearing turned into an intense grilling of Donato’s 
motives, credibility, personal character, and scientific 

methodology, primarily by Representative Baird. 
By the end of the day, it was clear that Walden and 

Baird would be unswayed by the body of science 
suggesting strong caution when it comes to manag-
ing the post-fire environment. They called Donato 
to rake him over the coals, not learn from his or 
other research that discovered negative environmen-
tal consequences from post-disturbance logging. 

In an Orwellian fashion, 
they now spin their bill as 
necessary to generate more 
research on how logging 
affects the environment and 
are rushing ahead with their 
misguided logging bill. 

On March 15, Democrats 
managed to delay a vote 
on HR 4200 in the House 
Resources Committee by 
offering amendments that 
would require logging 
to comply with exist-
ing environmental laws. 
Walden and Baird seem 
disinterested in amending 
their bill to protect values 
such as old-growth forests, 
drinking watersheds, and 
roadless areas, or to ensure 
logging would comply with 
the law. They have been 
particularly disinterested in 
listening to the abundance 
of science that demonstrates 
that logging after fires does 
not make sense for the en-
vironment or communities 
affected by wildfire.

This fight is not over. 
Your calls and letters are 
needed to stop HR 4200 
and S 2079 from being fast-

tracked through Congress this spring or summer. 
Contact your representatives (see back page) and 

urge them to oppose HR 4200 and S 2079. Tell them 
our forests don’t need more clearcuts and logging 
roads in the name of “restoration.” Contact me at 
503-238-0442, x304 or ivan.maluski@sierraclub.org to 
get involved in the Sierra Club’s ongoing campaign 
to stop these bills and destructive post-fire logging. 
Visit www.sierraclub.org/forests or www.oregon.sie
rraclub.org to learn more. 

Hello Oregon! My name is Lisa Gress, and I am proud to be the new chapter coordinator 
for the Oregon Sierra Club. I will serve as the administrative hub of the chapter, connecting 
chapter leaders to dedicated volunteers, ensuring that the office runs smoothly and serving as 
a resource to all of you: our wonderful and devoted members and volunteers.

I was very impressed to find out that the Oregon Chapter has nearly 21,000 members! I look 
forward to working on conserving Oregon’s amazing natural resources with such a dedicated 
group. I am anxious to talk with members and to find a suitable task for willing volunteers 
that matches their interests and abilities. The Chapter’s wide volunteer base allows us to reach 
out to more people, protect more resources and have a greater impact on the state of Oregon’s 
environment with limited resources. We could not do it without each and every one of you.

I am excited to wear many different hats for the Oregon Chapter and to support its many 
diverse environmental campaigns. In addition, I hope to use my event planning experience to 
produce some knockout social, fundraising and volunteer appreciation events. 

So that you can learn a little about me, let me give you some background. A native of rural 
Illinois, I graduated from Kenyon College in Ohio with a degree in political science and a 
minor in environmental studies. Setting aside the working world for a bit, I chose to volun-
teer for AmeriCorps VISTA service after graduating. Over the course of the year, I enjoyed 
working with volunteers to connect with community members about issues affecting their 
local environment and providing environmental education for lower-income students in 
Washington DC. It was great to see the kids so eager to learn about their local environment 
and to hear from their parents how the kids were trying to change practices in their own 
homes to benefit the environment. 

After my VISTA service concluded, I spent some time fundraising and planning special 
events for several non-profit organizations in DC. My latest work has been fighting sprawl 
and encouraging better land use decisions. The best part of my work has been watching 
new citizen-activists get involved and realize that their voice will be heard and that they can 
make an impact on their local community. 

I love being outdoors and I am eager to experience all that Oregon has to offer. I fell in love 
with Oregon and its beauty the first time I visited. I look forward to drawing on my past 
experiences and diving in headfirst to tackle Oregon’s toughest environmental challenges. 
Together, we can accomplish so much! Don’t hesitate to contact me, I look forward to hear-
ing from you!

Hello, Oregon Chapter!

As this issue of the Conifer went to press, Congressmen Earl 
Bluemenauer (D-OR) and Greg Walden (R-OR) announced 
their intention to introduce legislation to designate some 
77,500 acres of new Wilderness within the Mt. Hood National 
Forest and add roughly 23 miles of new Wild and Scenic River 
designations. Included in the proposal are over 37,000 acres 
in the Roaring River Roadless Area, important additions to 
the Salmon Huckleberry and Mt. Hood Wilderness areas such 
as Eagle Creek and Cooper Spur, 1,000-year-old trees along 
Big Bottom on the Clackamas River, and over 23,000 acres of 
steeply forested canyons on the Oregon side of the Columbia 
River Gorge. 

The Sierra Club is carefully examining the legislative pro-
posal to evaluate forward progress on public land protection 
and to ensure that all relevant environmental laws, such as 
the Wilderness and Wild and Scenic River acts, are upheld. 
While the Sierra Club applauds the concept of new Wilder-
ness on the mountain, of initial concern in the legislation is 
a questionable “forest stewardship” proposal and biomass 
energy study which would focus on the drier east side of the 
Mt. Hood forest, where no eligible roadless areas were pro-
posed for Wilderness designation.

For more information on the Wilderness effort and the 
Sierra Club’s position on legislation as it develops this spring 
and summer, visit www.oregon.sierraclub.org.

Late Breaking News!

Mt. Hood Wilderness 
Bill Introduced
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BY ASANTE RIVERWIND, EASTSIDE FOREST ORGANIZER

A recent article by Doug Struck, Washington Post 
Foreign Service, entitled “‘Rapid Warming’ Spreads 
Havoc in Canada’s Forests,” cites a researcher 
whose “studies tracked a lock step between warmer 
winters and the spread of the beetle.” “People say 
climate change is something for our kids to worry 
about. No. It’s now,” said Allan Carroll, 
a research scientist at the Pacific Forestry 
Centre in Victoria. 

From Quesnel, British Columbia, Struck 
reports, “Millions of acres of Canada’s 
lush green forests are turning red in 
spasms of death. A voracious beetle, whose 
population has exploded with the warming 
climate, is killing more trees than wildfires 
or logging.” The story offers logging as a 
solution to control the beetles’ spread. 

While the impacts of climate change are 
serious, and likely are among the causes 
of increasing distribution of insects, care 
must be taken to separate climate change 
symptoms and causes from proposed 
cures that only compound climate change and 
insect harms. This article reads as yet another 
piece of “impending doom and gloom,” similar 
to many past articles sponsored and/or written 
by the timber industry and its proponents. A few 
years ago, similar stories were being written about 
eastside Oregon, Washington, and Idaho forests, 
urging the massive logging of countless acres to 
stave off impending destruction by bark beetles. 

The Xerces Society report, Logging to Control 
Insects: The Science and Myths Behind Managing 
Forest Insect “Pests,” is an excellent source of 
detailed scientific information concerning the 
natural roles and impacts of beetles and other forest 
insects. One of the research papers it references 

studied the folly of similar insect control attempts 
in the forests around Crater Lake from the 1920s to 
1950s. The report reviews over 150 scientific papers 
documenting the harmful results that occur when 
forests are logged-off in pretense of controlling 
insect outbreaks.”

Climate change has played a significant role 
recently in increasing the 
range and distribution 
of forest insects, but if 
adequate habitat also 
existed, their natural 
predators’ populations 
and range of distribution 
would also likely 
increase over time, 
which would help keep 
insect populations 
within nature’s ever-
fluctuating cycles of 
checks and balances. 
Struck’s article’s non-
critical reference to 

logging many thousands of acres of beetle-killed 
trees before they rot, only further exacerbates the 
problem.

Large-diameter, beetle-killed trees, when left 
standing instead of being logged, provide the 
habitat necessary for natural predators of forest 
insects. With adequate habitat, woodpeckers and 
other snag-nesting species help return beetle 
populations to nature’s intended balance. Such 
fluctuating cycles have been ongoing for millennia.

In Eastern Oregon, we are again appealing yet 
another timber sale of large-diameter, beetle-killed 
ponderosa pine trees. The Ochoco National Forest’s 
Cougar Salvage sale is in prime historic white-
headed woodpecker habitat, the prime habitat 

BY ASANTE RIVERWIND, EASTSIDE FOREST ORGANIZER

The Blue Mountains Forest Plan Revision Team 
is working on revising the outdated forest plans 
for three eastside national forests, the Wallowa-
Whitman, Umatilla and Malheur. A series of public 
meetings is scheduled at Forest Service offices, 
beginning in Burns on May 16 (6–9 pm); John 
Day, May 17 (2–9 pm); Enterprise, May 18 (6–9 
pm); Dayton, WA, and Sandy May 23 (6–9 pm); 
Pendleton, May 24 (2–9 pm); and La Grande, May 
25 (2–9 pm). 

These meetings are to gather public comments 
concerning the new forest plans, addressing issues 
such as the suitability (or not) of forest areas 
for logging, grazing and other extractive uses. 
Hopefully many of you will be able to attend 
hearings in your area, raise conservation issues 
important to you, and help us participate in the 
process across the region. (Please contact me if you can 
attend one or more of these meetings. Thank you.) 

The Revision Team recently completed a public 
comment period concerning mammals and bird 
species to be considered as the Forest Service revises 
the forest plans.

Numerous native mammals from wolverine, wolf, 
and lynx to Townsends big-eared bats and Preebles 
shrews, and birds from pygmy owls and goshawks 
to eagles and olive-sided flycatchers, are included 
among the species on the agency’s draft lists.

Comments submitted by the Sierra Club raised 
important issues focusing on mammals and bird 
species of concern in the eastside region’s forests. 
Among these were:

Mammal and bird species lists must not be 
considered “sealed” or complete, but instead be open 
to inclusion of additional species as may be needed. 
Research on the region’s diverse wildlife and avian 
species is an ongoing and perpetually incomplete 
process. New research is continually producing 
information regarding habitat conditions, population 
range, and population trends for these listed and 
other native species. As new information indicates 
that particular native species may be experiencing 
declining population trends, diminished distribution 
and range, and/or experiencing habitat loss, these 
lists must be openly flexible so that the USFS can 
proactively add new species and take effective 

management actions to protect and restore these 
species populations and habitat. 

The proposed-draft lists appear to be a good 
beginning for this process. However, adequate 
survey information for the many wildlife species 
across the region is seriously lacking for most native 
species. The full extent of habitat requirements 
for many native species is just beginning to be 
understood. Additionally, research into historical 
wildlife species populations, their natural 
population fluctuations, distribution range and 
extent is also incomplete. 

Extensive additional research, including ongoing 
surveys, is necessary to prevent the loss of habitat 
essential to many wildlife species, and to initiate 
conservation and restoration measures to ensure 
the stability and recovery of many of the region’s 
wildlife species populations. As so much research 
is as yet inconclusive, insufficient, or remains to be 
comprehensively begun, it is likely that there are 
many other mammal and bird species that will need 
to be included among those already on these lists. 
The process for this inclusion is perhaps of more 
paramount importance than the initial draft lists 
themselves.

The Forests Service must adequately address the 
full range of habitat needs for the species currently 

required for these and other woodpecker species 
(“historic” because the woodpeckers are no longer 
there in significant numbers due to decades of 
over logging that included cutting almost all of 
the area’s large snags). As predator populations 
are largely extirpated due to lack of snag habitat, 
beetle populations are on the rise. Climate change 
may also be playing a role in this rise, as extended 
winter sub-zero temperatures, once seasonally 
common, are now quite rare and of reduced 
duration. However, even if climate change is a 
contributing factor, this is still no excuse to log.

Instead of logging these new large diameter 
snags, if they were retained in sufficient numbers, 
white-headed woodpeckers would begin to have 
the habitat essential to return to population levels 
adequate to keep bark beetle populations in natural 
check. Removing the snags will only exacerbate the 
lack of viable habitat for these species, and likely 
result in the unchecked spread of insect-caused 
tree mortality until adequate habitat exists for 
natural predators. Managing for healthy population 
levels and trends of insectivores species, such as 
woodpeckers and other cavity nesting species, 
along with natural cyclic fire and weather patterns, 
will allow the return of balance to these ecosystems.

It is interesting that logging proponents — 
including the Bush administration — who long 
publicly ignored, and then attempted to discredit, 
research showing growing climate change and 
warming temperatures, only seem to raise this 
specter when trying to opportunistically use it to 
advocate for more logging, more militarization, 
more resource exploitation, etc. Hopefully we 
can hold them to actions that effectively address 
growing climate change problems and root causes, 
while preventing them from compounding these 
problems with non-solutions such as more logging. 

included on these lists, as well as for those that may 
be added at a later time. Species are included on 
the lists due to concerns about declining population 
trends, dwindling range of distribution, and/or loss 
of viable habitat. Merely listing these species does 
nothing in itself ensure population, range and/or 
habitat conservation and recovery. 

Scientific researchers, such as the agency’s own 
Dr. Evelyn Bull, have cautioned that it is far better 
to manage to conserve optimum population 
and habitat levels than to manage for minimum 
levels only to later discover that such levels are 
inadequate. 

As the forest plan revision process incorporates 
these lists, provisions must be made to provide 
for the full range of habitat needs of listed species. 
Provisions for conserving habitat must be based 
upon optimum or maximum levels, rather than 
minimum levels or partial needs. And, provisions 
must be in place to ensure future research findings, 
concerning these and other species, are responsibly 
incorporated into the revised forest plans and any 
management actions based upon them. 

As this process continues, we can help the agency 
to revise area Forest Plans to better protect and 
restore native wildlife habitat and the ecological 
integrity of the Blue Mountains region.

Climate Change, Bark Beetles, & the “Cougar Salvage” Sale

Blue Mtn. Forest Plan Revision Hearing Coming to a City Near You!

BY JOHN BERRY, OUTINGS COORDINATOR

Twenty-four hike leaders from the Oregon Chapter of the Sierra Club were certified in Wilderness 
First Aid in Corvallis on the first weekend of February. All of the participants completed and passed 
a 16-hour intensive course preparing them to deal with medical emergencies in remote locations. 
Such certification is now required of all Sierra Club outings leaders taking groups on trips overnight 
and away from a road. Lesser degrees of first aid training are also required for any outing leader 
operating with the Sierra Club taking groups on shorter outings with nearby road access. The certifi-
cation must be renewed every three years and will be again offered by the outings committee of the 
chapter in 2009. 

Those who completed the training were Harry Anderton, Lelia Barlow, Borden Beck, Rustica Carlos, 
Lew Curtis, Bob Custer, Heidi Dahlin, Doris del Lespinassa, Joanne Demay, Ray Drapek, Brad El-
liott, Larry Evans, Allan King, Harry Lofton, Barbara McLean, Anne Mitchell, Denise Nervik, Asante 
Riverwind, Randy Selig, Jennifer Snarski, Ken Snider, Irene Vlach, Barry Wulff, and Tasha Wulff. The 
training was directed by Charles Kirkland of the Wilderness Medical Society, and the costs of about 
$250 per participant were paid by the Outings committee of the Oregon Chapter of the Sierra Club.

Wilderness First Aid Training Completed



Oregon Conifer Spring 2006Page 4 Oregon Coniferwww.oregon.sierraclub.org Page 5

much energy is concentrated in a small space, there is a remote chance of a very 
major accident. The supercooled LNG is not explosive, but as it is warmed up 
and regasified it can be ignited when it is mixed with between a 5% and 15% air. 

While the industry has a very good safety record, the Coast Guard enforces 
extensive security zones around each shipment. This could block other marine 
traffic including bulk commodities and fishing for hours during each transit by 
LNG tankers, as often as twice a week. There may never be an accident, but local 
communities will pay a constant price in the restrictions necessary for LNG safety.

LNG developers promise jobs and taxes, but after a couple of construction 
seasons, it only takes about 50 employees to run the terminal. The taxes, while 
substantial, may not offset the decline in local commerce and fish habitat due 
to shipping disruption. 

At the regional level, there are serious questions about the need for major 
additional gas supplies to begin with. Gas demand in the Northwest is not 
growing, and production from the Canadian fields is steady. 

However, because the industry succeeded in getting Congress and the Bush 
administration to cancel state LNG siting authority in the 2005 Energy Act, 
Oregon can only have indirect influence over these new proposed facilities. 
The real power is in the hands of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
(FERC), an agency not known for friendliness toward the Pacific Northwest. 

It’s not a sure thing that any LNG facilities will actually be built in Oregon. 
The state still has some authority through its Clean Air Act and Coastal Zone 
Management Act responsibilities. A huge investment is needed not only to 
build an LNG terminal but also for the specially fitted tankers, securing a gas 
supply from highly competitive markets in Indonesia, Australia, Qatar and 
elsewhere, and adding pipeline extensions of 25 to 250 miles.

In fact, as shown by events in Maine where the Sierra Club has joined many 
other community groups, thoroughly prepared opposition to poorly planned 
LNG can actually succeed.

At its February meeting, the Oregon Chapter executive committee adopted 
a position statement summarizing the issues involved and determining that 
LNG is not a necessary option for Oregon at this time. The chapter will review 
and take a stand on each proposal, and is already moving to intervene against 
the Bradwood proposal as the FERC siting process gets underway. 

While many of us enjoy the benefits of natural gas in our homes, schools and 
workplaces, decreasing rather than adding to our dependence on fossil fuels 
from overseas and their contribution to global warming should be our highest 
priority, especially when so many better and cheaper alternatives exist in our 
own communities.

BY FRED HUETTE, ENERGY ISSUE COORDINATOR

Natural gas has always been the “quiet fuel” in Oregon. Used for home and 
office heating, some industrial processes and electricity generating power 
plants, it supplies about 20% of Oregon’s energy. But unlike the Northwest’s 
tumultuous electricity history, gas has never been very controversial. 

That is now beginning to change as new proposals have emerged for lique-
fied natural gas (LNG) terminals in Oregon. LNG is a form of natural gas that 
is cooled to 260 degrees below zero, compressing it to about 1/600 of its usual 
volume, which makes it transportable in sealed tanks on land and by sea, 
rather than via gas pipeline. 

Oregon itself produces very little natural gas — mostly a now-depleted 
field at Mist in Columbia County which is used for storage. Almost all of our 
natural gas comes from the Western Canadian Sedimentary Basin (WCSB) in 
Alberta and eastern British Columbia, from fields in Utah, Wyoming and Colo-
rado, and through California from fields in the southwest and Texas. 

Those fields are starting to top out and decline, and gas prices have dramati-
cally risen because of tight supply, disruptions to Gulf of Mexico production, 
and extensive profiteering by speculators. LNG has emerged as a proposed 
solution, but one that is expensive and raises serious concerns in terms of cost, 
reliability and safety.

LNG is no stranger to Oregon, but it has a very low profile: two storage 
tanks, one near the St. Johns Bridge in northwest Portland and one near New-
port. These are called “peak shaving plants” because they super-cool and store 
gas coming in from the interstate pipelines and then send it out to the local 
area during winter peak-use periods.

The new proposed LNG facilities are quite different. They would be large 
marine terminals for oversized transoceanic tankers, 300 to 800 feet in length, 
that transport LNG from supply areas. There would be a dramatic impact on 
the small communities where they are proposed:

• Warrenton, at the mouth of the Columbia, proposed by Calpine, currently 
in limbo since the company is now going through bankruptcy reorganization; 

• Bradwood, on the Oregon side of the Columbia about halfway between 
Astoria and Portland, proposed by Northern Star, an LNG development outfit 
from Texas; and

• Jordan Cove, near North Bend on the North Spit of Coos Bay, proposed by 
a small developer with Canadian backing. The developer recently joined with 
the giant Williams and PG&E pipelines to propose a 250-mile pipeline from 
Coos Bay to Roseburg and then to Malin in Klamath County.

There has been extensive coverage of the safety issues for LNG. Because so 

It now typically costs over $500,000 to win a contested seat in the state senate 
and over $250,000 to win such a seat in the state house of representatives.

Money for candidate campaigns buys political results. Enron bought PGE in 
1997, and since then they contributed over $510,000 to candidates for the Or-
egon legislature and governor. What did this buy? They got approval for the 
largest electricity rate increase in Oregon history (over $400 million per year) 
and got away with charging ratepayers over $800 million state and federal 
income taxes never paid by PGE or Enron.

Oregon voters, by 72% “yes,” enacted limits on political contributions in 
1994, but in 1997 the Oregon Supreme Court decided that the Oregon Consti-
tution does not allow any such limits. Petition 8 is a one-sentence amendment 
to allow the enactment of limits on political spending in state and local races 
in Oregon. Petition 37 is a detailed statute that restores and updates the limits 
enacted in 1994. It bans all corporation and union contributions, limits contri-
butions by individuals to $500 in a statewide race and $100 in a non-statewide 
race (with primary and general races separate).

(Enclosed in this edition of the Conifer is a copy of the signature sheet for 
Petition 8, but, because the text of Petition 37 is several pages in length, email 
info@fairelections.net or call 800-939-8011 in order to receive signature sheets 
for 37 or additional signature sheets for 8. This is a true grassroots effort that 
can only happen with your help.) 

The “Small Donor Committee” provision in Petition 37 will bring power 
back to the average person. An “SDC” can contribute all the money it wants 
to any candidate, provided that all of its money comes from individuals who 
contribute not more than $50 per year.  Membership groups, like the Sierra 
Club, can form SDCs and play a much bigger role in Oregon elections.

The corporate response to contribution bans or limits is to sponsor “indepen-
dent expenditure” ads for favored candidates. Petition 37 bans all corporate and 
union “independent expenditures.” Such bans have been upheld by the U.S. 
Supreme Court. Petition 37 also limits independent expenditures by individuals 
to $10,000 per year and requires that every advertisement prominently display 
the business interests and amount being spent by those paying for them.

A 2005 statewide poll by Riley Research found 76% of Oregonians support 
campaign financing limits, with “strong support” at 57%. The support was 
across-the-board: Democrats, Republicans and Independents in all five con-
gressional districts.

Here’s what you can do to help: Check out www.fairelections.net to learn 
more about these initiatives. Help gather signatures to put them on the No-
vember 2006 ballot.  Signatures need to be mailed to FairElection’s office by 
July 1. The FairElections Oregon group has already collected more than 65% 
of the number needed to guarantee making the ballot. A push by Sierra Club 
members is key to making this grassroots effort successful. If you have never 
gathered signatures before, the website has instructional videos. For a com-
plete signature-gathering packet, call 800-939-8011.

continued from front page

The Impacts of Liquified Natural Gas in Oregon

Oregon Campaign Finance Reform  
BY DR. BARRY WULFF, CHAIR, SIERRA CLUB INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE

The 2004 Nobel Peace Prize winner, Wangari Maathai, addressed a group 
of Sierra Club supporters at a dinner reception in Portland in mid-March. Dr. 
Maathai spoke the next day in Portland at the World Affairs Council on envi-
ronment and democracy as part of the International Speaker Series.

In 1977, Professor Maathai founded the Green Belt movement in Kenya, 
known for planting over ten million trees to prevent soil erosion and provide 
firewood. In the face of political opposition, arrest and imprisonment, Maathai 
organized groups 
of women to plant 
trees in Kenya and to 
participate in the con-
servation of natural 
resources in their com-
munities, promoting 
both environmental 
and economic sus-
tainability. Primarily 
women in the villages 
of Kenya have carried 
out the program.

Steve Mills, Director 
of International Affairs 
for the Sierra Club, 
welcomed Dr. Maathai 
and said, “Professor 
Maathai was the inspiration for the Club’s ground-breaking Human Rights 
and Environment Program, not only because she is personally so courageous 
and engaging, but because her cause has been so just.” 

“As we think of the environment, we must think of human rights, equity 
and peace,” Maathai responded. The Nobel Lauriat thanked Mills and the 
Sierra Club for coming to her defense 10 years ago when Kenyan authorities 
jailed Maathai for her grassroots organizing activities.

Professor Maathai continued, “one of the greatest questions we face in the 
world today is, how will we manage our global resources? When our resourc-
es are depleted or destroyed we become undemocratic.” Maathai said that the 
Sierra Club plays a very key role in the environmental movement and stressed 
the importance of the Sierra Club’s global engagement.

In September, the Club’s International Outings program will be offering 
a very unique outing to Kenya in cooperation with Maathai’s Green Belt 
Movement. Participants will have the opportunity to stay with Kenyan fami-
lies in a selected community, to become part of that family and community, 
and to experience at first hand the grassroots work of the Green Belt Move-
ment. More information may be found on the Sierra Club website at http:
//sierraclub.org/outings/national/brochure/06800A.asp

Wangari Maathai Speaks in Portland

Professor Wangari Maathai with Sadna and Sunil Shenoy

photo by Barry Wulff



Oregon Conifer Spring 2006Page 6 Oregon Coniferwww.oregon.sierraclub.org Page 7

Masters of Media Spin Steal the Language of Conservation
BY IVAN MALUSKI, CONSERVATION COORDINATOR, 
RALPH BLOEMERS, FEDERAL FOREST COORDINATOR

The same lobbyists and industry officials who 
once pushed for the President’s Healthy Forests’ 
initiative are now collaborating with Representa-
tive Richard Pombo (R-CA) to alter the Endan-
gered Species Act. In early March, a reporter 
broke a story that revealed these strategies.

The mastermind behind the media spin is right 
here in Oregon. His name is Tim Wigley and he 
works at Pac/West Communications based out 
of Wilsonville, Oregon. He recently received an 
award from Chairman Pombo for his work on 
the Healthy Forests, which Bush stated was just 
“good, common-sense policy.” 

From dozens of interviews and reviews of 
thousands of pages of documents, a reporter 
with the Environment, Science and Technology 
Journal uncovered evidence that Wigley’s “grass-
roots” organizations are tied to timber corpora-
tions and mining companies. These industries 
will, no doubt, benefit financially from Wigley’s 
effort to push through legislative “reforms.”

To write his anti-ESA bill, Pombo called on 
a team of lobbyists, including timber industry 
lobbyist Steve Quarles. But Pombo, Quarles, and 
other “reformers” face an important obstacle. 
For well over a decade, public opinion has run 
strongly against changes viewed as weakening 
environmental laws. An October 2005 Harris 
Poll found that 74% of Americans believe that 
“protecting the environment is so important that 
requirements and standards cannot be too high, 
and continuing environmental improvements 
must be made regardless of cost.”

To counter possible negative opinion and shape 
a message that is palatable to political moderates, 
Pombo and his cronies have drawn on a new 

form of “grassroots environmentalism” called the 
Save Our Species Alliance (SOSA). On its web-
site, SOSA carries this message: “The Endangered 
Species Act is a good law with good intentions. 
The Save Our Species Alliance will work across 
the country to promote common sense, balanced, 
and scientifically supported changes to the ESA.”  
The website even features an endangered reptile.

SOSA’s campaign director is Tim Wigley, who 
is also the executive director of Pac/West Com-
munications, a public-relations firm with offices 
here in Oregon, and in Alaska and Washington 
DC. Wigley claims that SOSA is a grassroots group 
of farmers, labor groups and others “who all care 
about modernizing the Endangered Species Act.”

Wigley has a long history with the timber 
industry. Before joining Pac/West, he worked for 
the Oregon Forest Industries Council (OFIC), a 
trade organization that represents forest-prod-
ucts companies. His work for OFIC included 
raising money and then doling it out to politi-
cians here in Oregon. 

Wigley and Pac/West are no strangers to envi-
ronmental “reform” movements. Several years 
ago, Wigley led Project Protect, which helped 
pass the “Healthy Forests” legislation by lobby-
ing Congress, running expensive advertisements 
and putting forth opinion pieces from “grassroots 
leaders” to try to influence the public and politi-
cians on these issues. Yet, Wigley avoids disclos-
ing who financially backs SOSA and claims that 
Project Protect “was a grassroots organization.” 

Project Protect is anything but grassroots. 
Wigley registered Project Protect in April 2003. In 
2003, the address for Project Protect was a Mail-
Boxes Etc. store in Portland. The following year, 
the address changed to the offices of American 
Forest Resource Council (AFRC) and listed Tom 

Partin as its president.
Project Protect’s website billed the organization 

as a “grassroots coalition of western communi-
ties, natural resource groups, labor organizations, 
and conservationists” whose mission was “to 
protect our over-populated, dense forests from 
catastrophic wildfire and disease.”

In an email that Wigley wrote in February 2005, 
he revealed his own views on Project Protect. 
“When I directed the healthy forests battle two 
years ago, I had to change the way the forest prod-
ucts industry talked,” he wrote. “We didn’t change 
our goals — just the way we communicated.”

Critics say that the tactics detailed in this email 
sent by Wigley are now commonly employed to 
persuade the public to support gutting laws in 
ways that favor large corporations. Until recently, 
Project Protect has hidden its ties to industry and 
sources of funding. 

In the ads that Wigley and his backers in in-
dustry ran in the Oregonian in September and 
October of 2004, Project Protect accused the Sierra 
Club and other local conservation organizations 
of “stalling forest rehabilitation and common 
sense solutions.” The ads claimed that burned 
forest could be “green and full of life again” if we 
supported the Healthy Forests initiatives (and, 
read between the lines, get in there and log them).

The battle ahead for the Sierra Club is difficult. 
The industry is prepared to steal the language of 
conservation to accomplish its same goals. Fortu-
nately, the media is catching on, albeit a bit late, 
and exposing the rhetoric that masks the reality. 
Of course, the Sierra Club understands that these 
proposals are not well-intentioned “reforms.” 
While many of may not be fooled by the rhetoric, 
many people are being duped. We have an obli-
gation to expose these lies, and learn from them. 

BY JANE STEADMAN, CAMPAIGN ORGANIZER,
SAVE OUR WILD SALMON COALITION

Distract. Divide. Delay. While these three tactics 
may describe the Bush administration’s general 
approach to the environment, they most certainly 
define the administration’s strategy as it contin-
ues its assault on our wild Pacific salmon and 
Northwest way of life. In January, Jim Connaugh-
ton, Bush’s top environmental adviser, came to 
Portland to declare war on Northwest fishing 
communities, some of our region’s most vocal ad-
vocates for salmon recovery. In a speech at a ma-
jor salmon recovery conference, he announced the 
administration’s intention to reduce and, where 
possible, eliminate fishing opportunities in order 
to compensate for harm done to salmon and steel-
head by federal dams in the Columbia and Snake 
river basins. Many scientists at the conference 
were speechless, recognizing this disingenuous 
policy as nothing more than a smokescreen. 

Distract. The Bush administration hopes to 
scapegoat fishing communities for dwindling 
salmon populations and distract the public from 
the real problems. This is a classic bait-and-switch 
tactic. Northwest citizens understand that salmon 
recovery depends on the “All-H” approach — we 
need to deal with the impacts of the hydro sys-
tem, habitat destruction, harvest and hatcher-
ies. However, the science is clear: Columbia and 
Snake river dams and the degraded watersheds 
are the biggest salmon killers. For some salmon 
runs, the hydropower system kills more than 90% 
of the population, while fishing takes only 2–3%. 
While we all agree that we need well-managed 
fishing practices, further reducing fishing oppor-
tunities will not restore our salmon and steelhead, 
and the administration knows this.  

Targeting fishermen and ignoring the dams is 
nothing more than bad science and fuzzy math. 
A February 3 Seattle Post-Inteligencer editorial 
described the new policy as “dangerously phony 
as a fishing lure.” It said, “As long as the admin-

istration tries to divert attention from the impact 
of dams, it doesn’t have a plan.” Until we really 
face the need to remove four costly, outdated 
dams along the lower Snake River, for example, 
salmon recovery will never occur.

Divide. One of the most notable achievements 
in the fight to save our wild salmon has been the 
diverse alliance formed between groups like the 
Sierra Club and other conservation organiza-
tions, renewable energy groups, commercial and 
sportfishing associations, outdoor businesses, 
taxpayer advocates, and Northwest treaty tribes. 
The Bush administration’s policy is a cynical tac-
tic to divide these allies as it blames fishermen. 
Fishing for threatened and endangered salmon 
is already illegal under the Endangered Species 
Act. A relatively small number of endangered 
salmon are caught incidentally while fishing for 
hatchery salmon, identified by a clipped fin, and 
must be released immediately. Hatcheries were 
built last century as part of the deal with fish-
ing communities to mitigate for massive habitat 
destruction and salmon declines caused by the 
construction of dams. The sudden elimination 
of hatcheries breaks a promise with our region’s 
fishermen, and it won’t recover wild salmon.

The administration also wants to divide the 
tribal, recreational and commercial fishing com-
munities. This “new” policy ignores the fact that 
there isn’t much of a fishing season left today 
— as stocks have declined, fishing seasons are 
extremely limited. Many fishermen recognize 
the need to work together — not fight each other 
— in order to build the political will to recover 
salmon runs and the habitat they need. The 
administration hopes this policy will distract 
and ultimately destroy these increasingly potent 
partnerships.

Delay. Perhaps the most insidious aspect of the 
administration’s salmon policy is that it could 
delay real progress toward salmon recovery—in-
cluding the restoration of a free-flowing lower 

Snake River. If we allow ourselves to be bogged 
down in internal bickering and distracted from 
the real problems, we may miss our opportunity 
to truly recover these magnificent fish and restore 
a healthy river system. 

As we approach the closing ceremonies of our 
bicentennial commemoration of the Lewis and 
Clark expedition, we should remember that 16 
million wild salmon and steelhead once returned 
to the Columbia and Snake rivers. In their jour-
nals, Lewis and Clark wrote of rivers so full of 
salmon that you could “walk across their backs.” 
Snake River spring/summer Chinook alone 
numbered 1.5 million. Last year, just 10,000 of 
that run’s wild salmon returned, and predictions 
for this year are just as bad. If we want to restore 
our native fish, Northwesterners can’t fall prey 
to the administration’s diversionary tactics. We 
must act now!

There is a way to recover salmon, restore a 
free-flowing river, ensure clean energy and 
good fishing, and do right by our tribal, fishing 
and agricultural communities. But it requires 
that our elected officials sit down, roll up their 
sleeves, and start solving problems. It’s time 
for the Northwest delegation to stand up for 
salmon, fishing, jobs, and our Northwest way of 
life! Please show your support for wild salmon 
by sending the postcard that accompanies this 
newsletter to Governor Kulongoski. Get up, find 
a stamp and pen, and send it right now. Please 
don’t delay. Our salmon, rivers, and Northwest 
way of life depend on you!

If you would like further information on 
Save Our Wild Salmon Coalition’s Colum-
bia & Snake Rivers Campaign or would like 
to help, please contact Jane Steadman at 
outreach@wildsalmon.org or 503-230-0421 x15. 
For more information and volunteer opportuni-
ties with Sierra Club’s Wild Salmon Campaign, 
please contact Paul Shively at paul.shively@sierr
aclub.org or 503-243-6656 x303. 

Fighting the Bush Administration and Its 3-D, Salmon-Extinction Strategy
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Send the Salmon 
Postcard!

Remember to send Governor Kulongoski 
the postcard included in this Conifer. It’s 
important that Sierra Club members let him 
know that the Bush administration has not 
tricked the environmental community with 
their “salmon recovery” plan. For more post-
cards, contact outreach@wildsalmon.org.

200 Years Later and 
Beyond: A Look at the 
Challenges Facing the 
Columbia and Snake 
Rivers in the 21st Century

As the Lewis and Clark Bicentennial 
comes to an end, the Circle of Conservation 
Advisors (the Sierra Club and American Riv-
ers) invites you to a conference dedicated to 
exploring the environmental and economic 
opportunities for the Columbia/Snake rivers 
in the next decade.

Join us as we explore how the Northwest 
can have a thriving river, abundant salmon 
runs, and a healthy economy. Hilton Hotel 
and Conference Center, May 13, 9 am-3:30 
pm, Vancouver, WA. For more information, 
contact paul.shively@sierraclub.org

2006 High Desert 
Committee Trips

Join us for a season of great trips to the beauti-
ful high desert wildlands of southeast Oregon. 
Explore this wonderful country and learn about 
the conservation issues involved in the work 
for its permanent protection. Experience these 
outstanding areas with our day hikes and back-
packing trips.

Participants are responsible for their own 
transportation, food and camping gear, and 
encouraged to help with camp chores. Pre-regis-
tration is required. Hiking in these remote areas 
may be over rugged rocky terrain and include 
stream crossings, so wear sturdy hiking boots! 
Passenger cars are often inadequate for exploring 
these rugged high desert areas. Check with your 
trip leader about road conditions. Trip leaders 
are trained in outdoor leadership and wilderness 
first aid.

Badlands — May 19–21
This Wilderness Study Area is likely to be our 

next designated wilderness. Located just 25 miles 
east of Bend, it is the perfect location for a spring 
trip. Saturday we’ll hike and explore the geologic 
features & vegetation, enjoy scenic vistas and 
discuss the politics of protection. On Sunday 
we will explore Alder Springs or Steelhead Falls 
near the Deschutes River. Leaders: Lew Curtis, 
503-234-3405, lewandmarge@msn.com; Bill Hart, 
503-236-8058, whart@easystreet.com; and Heidi 
Dahlin, heidi@ccwebster.net. Trip Fee: $25 (sug-
gested donation) 

Owyhee Canyonlands — May 26–29 
(Memorial Day Weekend)

Explore the rugged Owyhee Canyonlands in 
the very southeastern corner of Oregon. We’ll 
camp at Jordan Craters near Jordan Valley and 
also explore Leslie Gulch, and Birch Creek Ranch 
nearby. We’ll also travel to Three Forks on the 
Owyhee River and hike to Warm Creek to soak in 
the hot springs. You will enjoy moderate hiking, 
rare sights, and fun in one of the most beautiful 
parts of Oregon! Leaders: Ken Snider 503-970-
2210; highdesert@oregon.sierraclub.org, and 
Heidi Dahlin, heidi@ccwebster.net. Trip Fee: $25 
(suggested donation) 

Steens Mountain Fence Pull  
August 4–9

Want to help add a bit more wild to Oregon’s 
newest wilderness? Join us in removing the 
visual blight of redundant fencing that’s also a 
danger to hikers and wildlife. Trip participants 
will backpack in an easy 2–3 miles to work in 
the headwaters of the Blitzen River, pulling and 
rolling barbed wire fence. The work is strenuous 
and the climate hot, but you’ll walk away with 
a feeling of accomplishment! Leaders: Borden 
Beck, 503-234-6723, bborden@teleport.com, and 
Harry Anderton, harry.anderton@xerox.com. Trip 
Fee: no donation suggested 

Castle Rock Wilderness Study Area 
August 17–20

Join us for a long weekend exploring this WSA 
located 20 miles north of Juntura on Highway 
20. Castle Rock, the neck of an extinct volcano, 
is a striking landmark, and the highest landform 
within 100 miles. The area’s steep slopes support 
stands of ponderosa pine, doug fir, western juni-
per, and mountain mahogany, and should pro-
vide some respite from the summer heat. Friday 
we’ll take a hike up Castle Rock for outstanding 
views. Saturday we’ll drive east to Camp Creek 
WSA, featuring rugged dissected canyonlands 
and other geologic features, outstanding habitat 
for raptors and bighorn sheep. Leaders: Lew 
Curtis, 503-234-3405, lewandmarge@msn.com; 
Bill Hart, 503-236-8058, whart@easystreet.com; 
and Anne Mitchell, annem@easystreet.com. Trip 
Fee: $25 (suggested donation) 

BY JOSEPH VAILE, EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

In a court of law, conflict between the plain-
tiff and defendant is the heart of a case.  In the 
game of “Sue and Settle,” there is no conflict. 
Parties manipulate the court system, suing one 
another and then agree to settle. Their shared 
purpose is to shape public policy. 

This was the case in 2002 when a sweetheart 
settlement was struck between the timber 
industry and the Bush administration, setting 
up the removal of protections from millions of 
acres of forests in western Oregon.

In the early 1990s the timber industry began 
suing the federal government, challenging the 
interpretation of laws limiting old-growth log-
ging. All of their lawsuits were unsuccessful. 

In 2000, the timber industry contributed hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars to Bush’s success-
ful presidential election. Interestingly, attorneys 
representing the new administration have will-
ingly met the demands of its generous contribu-
tors by settling inactive, lifeless lawsuits out 
of court. This collusion of the government and 
industry represents the easiest and most under-
handed vehicle of shaping policy. 

One part of the settlement agreement instruct-
ed the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) to 
revise six management plans for public forests 
in western Oregon. The BLM manages 5,000 
square miles of Oregon’s national forests. (Or-
egon is the only state in which the BLM man-
ages significant national forest acreage). This 
revision process is called the Western Oregon 
Plan Revisions, cleverly referred to by the BLM 
as “Whopper.” And it sure is a whopper, put-
ting Oregon’s treasured public forests at risk.

The BLM released its “Planning Criteria” for 
WOPR in early 2006. All of the options outlined 
in the Planning Criteria would weaken protec-
tions for these federal forests; some would make 
management similar to private industrial for-
ests. The settlement agreement mandates that 
the BLM issues a Final Environmental Impact 
Statement in 2008, prior to Bush leaving office.

For the last ten years, BLM lands have been 
managed under the Northwest Forest Plan, 
adopted to slow down the rate of old-growth 
logging and ensure these forests continue to 
provide important public services. Under this 
plan, these forests can provide jobs and wood 
as a by-product of thinning young forests that 
have grown thick since being clearcut over the 
last 80 years. Not a perfect solution, older forest 
logging continues under the plan. However, the 
revisions intend to return to the days of replac-
ing all of the public’s ancient forest with “fiber 
farms.”

The proposed changes will likely increase 
logging of mature and old-growth forest and 
lead to water pollution, degraded habitat, and 
increased conflict and controversy.  The elimi-
nation of forest, stream, soil and wildlife pro-
tections would diminish the public’s enjoyment 
of these public forests, spoil economic potential, 
and take us back to a time when short term 
profit trumped long-term sustainability.

Logging BLM old growth does not make 
dollars or sense. Tourism has emerged as the 
most important economic driver in western 
Oregon’s rural communities in recent decades.  
Businesses that take visitors rafting, fishing and 
hiking now flourish on public forests in western 
Oregon. For example, it is estimated that rafting 
and fishing on the BLM-administered Rogue 
River in southern Oregon nets $13 million per 
year.

BLM forests in western Oregon contain key 
watersheds for salmon recovery and are home 
to a striking one million acres of the remaining 
mature and ancient forests in the Pacific North-
west. Also, most BLM land is close to communi-
ties, in contrast to the mountainous acreage in 
surrounding Forest Service land. BLM forests 
are right in the backyard of rural residents, pro-
viding domestic drinking water and stunning 
scenic views. 

The revision plan ignores appropriate forest 
management such as thinning small trees and 
reducing fuels in fire prone forests. Important 
economic activities can take place on BLM for-
ests in an appropriate manner without destroy-
ing the forest.

While the Bush administration and the tim-
ber industry can highjack the court of law to 
achieve their ends, we still have the court of 
public opinion. The agency and your elected 
officials need to hear from you. Don’t let them 
get away with a whopper of a bad deal for 
Oregon’s forest heritage!

Go to www.oregonheritageforests.com, or 
write to the BLM at Western Oregon Plan Revi-
sions, P.O. Box 2965, Portland, OR 97204. The 
BLM will accept additional public comments on 
the revisions through 2007.

A Whopper of a Bad Deal for Western 
Oregon’s Old Growth
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❏	Air Quality
❏	Chemical Weapons 
❏	Coastal
❏	Columbia River Gorge
❏	Conservation Legislation
❏	Electoral Politics
❏	Energy/Global Warming
❏	Endangered Species
❏	Forests/Logging
❏	Factory Farms/Agriculture
❏	Global Trade
❏	High Desert/Grazing
❏	Off-Road Vehicles

❏	Pesticides 
❏	Population 
❏	Sprawl/Land Use
❏	Sustainability
❏	Tillamook State Forest
❏	Toxics
❏	Transportation
❏	Water Quality 
❏	Wetlands
❏	Wild Salmon 
❏	Wildlife 
❏	Willamette River

Grassroots action made the Sierra Club what it is 
today — the premier national organization working 
for, and winning, environmental reforms in our com-
munities, our state, our nation, and our world. Let us 
know how you’d like to be involved. Please fill out 
the form at www.oregon.sierraclub.org/volunteer or 
fill out this form and return it to: 
Oregon Chapter Sierra Club, 2950 SE Stark, Suite 110, 
Portland, OR 97214; 503-238-0442; fax 503-238-6281.

Volunteer Activist Network Form Date ________ DB ________
Record # ________ 

Date: __________________________________________

Name: _________________________________________

Mailing Address: ________________________________

City/State/Zip: _________________________________

Phone: ( )____________(h) ( )____________(w)

E-mail: ________________________________

Fax: ____________________________________________

Membership# (if known): _________________________

Occupation: _____________________________________

❏ I’d like to spend _____ hours/month volunteering

Skills * Knowledge * Abilities
I would like to volunteer the following skills:

❏	Accounting/Bookkeeping
❏	Audio/Visual  
❏	Carpentry 
❏	Computer Expertise 
❏	Cooking 
❏	Data Entry 
❏	Editorial 
❏	Electrical 
❏	Event Planning 
❏	Fundraising
❏	Grant Writing
❏	Graphic Design
❏	Law 

❏	Medicine
❏	Performing Arts
❏	Photography
❏	Political Organizing
❏	Public Speaking
❏	Research
❏	Teaching/Training 
❏	Visual Arts
❏	Web Design/Maintenance
❏	Word Processing
❏	Writing/Journalism
❏	Other __________________

Conservation Issues
Indicate which issues you want to learn about:

Please choose the conservation issues that you are 
interested in actively working on:

_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
____________________________________________

❏	Attend and/or testify at a hearing
❏	Fundraising 
❏	Ground truthing/forest or timber sale monitoring
❏	Host Club leaders visiting my area
❏	Lead an outdoor activity or an inner-city outing
❏	Perform legal services
❏	Media relations 
❏	Group phone calling in Chapter office
❏	Signature gathering
❏	Work at a Club information booth at fairs and events 
❏	Use my vehicle to	transport people and Club supplies 
❏	Work in the Club’s office in southeast Portland 
❏	Work at a mailing party 
❏	Trail maintenance, tree planting, or other outdoor work 
party
❏	Volunteer coordination
❏	Write letters
❏	Other ______________________________________
____________________________________________

Volunteer Activities
I would participate in the following activities:

Home Lobbying Network

❏ Yes, I’m a member so add me to the Home Lobbying 
Network!

Are you willing to contact your elected officials 
or fellow Club members when alerted to 

important issues?

Senator Ron Wyden
www.senate.gov/~wyden/mail.htm
230 Dirksen Senate Ofþce Bldg., Washington, DC  20510
202-224-5244, fax: 202-228-2717
Salem phone: 503-589-4555, Portland: 503-326-7525
Eugene: 541-431-0229, Bend: 541-330-9142

Senator Gordon Smith
www.senate.gov/~gsmith/webform.html
404 Russell Senate Ofþce Bldg., Washington, DC 20510-1001
202-224-3753, fax: 202-228-3997
Portland phone: 503-326-3386, Eugene: 541-465-6750
Bend: 541-318-1298

District 1: Representative David Wu
www.house.gov/writerep/
1023 Longworth House Ofþce Bldg., Wash., DC 20515-2701
202-225-0855, fax: 202-225-9497
Portland phone: 503-326-2901, toll free: 800-422-4003

District 2: Representative Greg Walden
greg.walden@mail.house.gov
1210 Longworth House Ofþce Bldg., Washington, DC 20515
202-225-6730, fax: 202-225-5774
Toll free: 800-533-3303 (OR only)

District 3: Representative Earl Blumenauer
write.earl@mail.house.gov
2446 Rayburn, Washington, DC 20515
202-225-4811, fax: 202-225-8941
Portland phone: 503-231-2300

District 4: Representative Peter DeFazio
peter.defazio@mail.house.gov
2134 Rayburn House Ofþce Bldg., Washington, DC 20515
202-225-6416, fax: 202-225-0032
Eugene phone: 541-465-6732, toll free: 800-944-9603

District 5: Representative Darlene Hooley
www.house.gov/writerep/
2430 Rayburn, Washington, DC 20515
202-225-5711, fax: 202-225-5699
Salem phone: 503-588-9100, toll free: 888-446-6539

The White House
president@whitehouse.gov
White House, 1600 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20500
Comments: 202-456-1111, fax: 202-456-2461

Governor Ted Kulongoski
www.governor.state.or.us/governor/mail/mailform.html
State Capitol, Room 250, Salem, OR 97310
503-378-4582, fax: 503-378-4863

State Representative ______________________
State Capitol, Salem OR 97310
503-986-14XX (XX is the district number)

State Senator ____________________________
State Capitol, Salem OR 97310
503-986-17XX (XX is the district number)

Your Oregon Representatives
       www.vote-smart.org

Join the Sierra Club!
❑ Yes! I want to join the Sierra Club!
❑ Yes! I want to give a gift membership!
Name _____________________________
Address ___________________________
City/State _______________ Zip _______
E-mail _____________________________
Phone (______) _____________________
I understand that a gift announcement card will 
be sent for my use. I’ve entered my name and 
address above and the gift recipient’s name and 
address below.

Recipient’s Name __________________________
Address ___________________________
City/State _______________ Zip _______

❑ Check ❑ Mastercard ❑ Visa
Cardholder ________________________
Card # _____________________________
Expiration date _____________________
Contributions, gifts or dues to the Sierra Club are 
NOT tax deductible; they support our effective, 
citizen-based advocacy and lobbying efforts. Your 
dues include $7.50 for a subscription to Sierra mag-
azine and $1 for your chapter newsletter.
Membership Categories: (Check one)
                        Individual Joint
Introductory ❑ $25
Regular          ❑ $39 ❑ $47
Supporting    ❑ $75 ❑ $100
Contributing ❑ $150 ❑ $175
Life                 ❑ $1,000 ❑ $1,250
Senior, Student or Limited Income
                        ❑ $24 ❑ $32
Mail this form to:
Sierra Club
POB 52968, Boulder, CO 80322
F94QW53001

Reach 22,000+ members statewide with our great ad rates!

One-column (3.3” wide)
3” - $40   6” - $70
4” - $50   7” - $80
5” - $60   8” - $90 (1/6-page) 
One entire column (1/3-page) 
(15.875” x 3.3”) - $175

Two-column (6.85” wide) 
3” - $85   6” - $145
4” - $100   7” - $165 
5” - $125   8” - $180 (1/3-page)

BEST AD RATES IN THE STATE? THE OREGON CONIFER!

To place and an ad:

Write to jimflynn@efn.org or 
POB 96, Eugene, 97440

• 10% off total cost of ads running in 3 or 
more issues

• You provide camera-ready art or files in 
TIFF or JPEG format 

• We design ads for an additional 25% of 
the ad cost

Three-column (10.375” wide) 
3” - $115     6” - $190
4” - $140  (1/4-page)   7” - $220
5” - $165 

Half-page (horizontal only)
(8” x 10.375”) - $250

Classifieds - 40¢ per word

It’s Election Time!
The national Sierra Club Board of Direc-
tors election deadline is April 24. Go to 
http://sierraclub.org/bod/2006election/.
The Oregon primary election is May 16. 
Go to oregon.sierraclub.org for Oregon 
Chapter endorsements. Vote environment!


