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In this Fallõs election on November 6, you and your 
fellow Oregonians will have what may be a once in a 
lifetime opportunity to control the damage created by 
Measure 37.  Please look for your ballot in the mail in 
mid-October and vote YES on Ballot Measure 49.

Youõve probably heard about the onslaught of Mea-
sure 37 claims across Oregon, numbering over 7,500 and 
potentially impacting 750,000 acres while asking for 
over $15 billion in compensation from Oregon taxpay-
ers. Claimants are seeking to develop land that is largely 
protected forests and prime farmland. Many claims are in 
areas where water for drinking and irrigation is limited. 
Some claims are for individual homes, but many are for 
large-scale residential developments and commercial/
industrial activities including big-box retail, land þlls, 
billboards and mining operations ñ all permited under 
Measure 37.

If Measure 49 fails, the result would be a hapharzard 
pattern of development spread out across the stateõs 
farmlands, forests and open spaces. This sprawl and 
development would put further pressure on neighboring 
property owners to abandon farming and small wood-
lot forestry. In addition, these new developments would 
place new burdens on all taxpayers to bring services out 
to them. Local þre districts across the state have been de-
tailing the increased costs they would face to serve these 
unplanned developments.

Referred to the ballot by the legislature, Measure 49 
will go a long way toward controlling these sprawling 

and permanently disruptive developments while pro-
viding a means for families to build a few homes pro-
vided they had the ability to do so when they acquired 
their property.   

continued on page 7

2008 is a  landmark year for the 
Oregon Chapter: we turn 30! 
Weõre gathering a team to plan 
the celebration of our illustri-
ous past and our  vision  for the 
future. Let Chapter Chair Jill 
Workman know if you want to 
join  that team. Weõre also col-
lecting stories and  photographs 
of our past and the people  who 
helped deþne us as  an organiza-
tion. Have a story to share? Send  
it to Jill for our archives and pos-
sible posting to the web or use in  
other  anniversary materials. You 
can write to Jill at jill.workman@
oregon.sierraclub.org.  

The Oregon Legislature is plan-
ning its þrst-ever òsupplemental 
sessionõõin February. Committee 
hearings to plan legislation for 
this one-month session may begin 
as soon as November 15. One 
key issue likely to come up is the 
three appointments to the Oregon 
Board of Forestry. Stay tuned to 
the Oregon Chapterõs legislative 
tracking website at www.oregon.s
ierraclub.org/tracker/ to þnd out 
about hearings, appointments and 
upcoming legislation we need 
to watch and weigh in on. Also, 
visit the Oregon Legislatureõs 
website at www.leg.state.or.us/ 
to þnd out more information as it 
becomes available.

Sierra Club calendars will be 
for sale through the Columbia 
Group again this Winter. Please 
contact Ofþce Manager Tammar 
Zea at 503-238-0442 x300 if you 
would like more information. 

Paddlers, including Buster the Salmon and members of the Sierra 
Club, prepared to race on the Willamette River on September 15.  

The þrst annual Race Against Pollution drew over 200 clean water 
enthusiasts, kayakers and anglers to Sellwood Riverfront Park to 

rally for a clean Willamette River.
Photo by Scott Chapman.

BY IVAN MALUSKI, CONSERVATION COORDINATOR
The Bush administration has announced shocking new 

plans to signiþcantly increase logging on 2.6 million acres 
of public land in western Oregon by clearcutting ancient 
forests and reducing protections for salmon-bearing creeks 
and streams. Rising out of a settlement between the timber 
industry and the Bush administration, the Bureau of Land 
Managementõs òWestern Oregon Plan Revisionó is the 
gravest threat to Oregonõs ancient forests in years. An-
nounced in mid-August, the draft Western Oregon Plan 
Revision (WOPR) will mean the loss of ancient forests 
from the northern Willamette Valley to southern Oregonõs 
Siskiyou Mountains.

According to the Oregonian, the BLMõs draft plan would 
boost logging of trees 200 years and older sevenfold over 
the next decade. This would be an unprecedented and 
unsustainable increase in logging Oregonõs last ancient 
forests and, by the BLMõs own admission, will open up 
currently protected streamside forests and ancient forest 
reserves to clearcutting.

Ancient forest logging is already a serious problem on 
BLM lands in Oregon, but the WOPR would drastically in-
crease this cutting and cause lasting harm to public lands:
Å The BLMõs òpreferred alternativeó would more than 

double the area of ancient forests clearcut on BLM lands. 
Å The proposal would eliminate Northwest Forest Planõs 

protections for ancient forests its strategy for protection 
of rivers, streams and clean water.

Å Timber production would be put above all other uses of 
the forest, including protection of watersheds and stream 
ÿows, þshing and recreation opportunities, and associ-
ated economic activity. 

Å Fire risk and severity would be increased as the BLM 
converts healthy ancient forests into dense, ÿammable 
tree plantations full of logging slash.

Å The BLM ignores the impacts on global warming from 
increased clearcutting and roadbuilding in native forests 
(a major source of carbon release) as well as the carbon 
sequestration value of currently standing old forests.

Å Over 1,000 miles of new logging roads and 140,000 acres 
of clearcuts would occur in the þrst decade alone!

Å 2000 square miles of forests would be put in òtimber 
management areas,ó where clearcutting is emphasized.

How you can help
1) The BLM is taking public comment on the WOPR until 

November 9. It is very important that the public speaks 
out for permanent protection of ancient forests and other 
public lands during this comment period. E-mail your 
comments to orwopr@or.blm.gov and be sure to also send 
a copy of your e-mail or letter to your members of Con-
gress. (The US Capitol switchboard is 800-828-0498, and 
additional contact information is on the back page).

2) It is time for Congress to rein in the Bush administra-
tion and prevent them from threatening ancient forests, 
clean water and wild salmon. Ask your federal representa-
tives to use Congressõ òpower of the purseó to prevent the 
administration from spending money to log ancient forests 
and to stop the BLM from selling off the forests.

3) Urge Governor Kulongoski to reject the WOPR and 
ask him to stand up to the Bush administration and pre-
vent them from logging Oregonõs ancient forests and 
threatening clean water and wild salmon.

For more information, please visit www.oregon.sierracl
ub.org and check out our BLM Forests web page. For ad-
ditional ways you can help, please contact Ivan Maluski at 
ivan.maluski@sierraclub.org or 503-238-0442, x304.
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Chapter Calendar
The next Executive Committee meet-
ings are an in-person meeting on 
October 27 at 10 a.m. in Eugene and a 
December 6 conference call at 7 p.m.

Oregon Conifer Deadline
Submit letters, articles, announce-
ments and ads for consideration for 
the Winter issue by December 5. 

Chapter Thanks
Thanks to our dedicated ofþce volun-
teers, Rober Dawson and Robin Dimi-
tre. (More Thanks below.) Thanks to 
you all!

Editorõs Note:
Individual views expressed herein do not 
necessarily reÿect the policies of the 
Sierra Club.
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Join fellow Sierra Club members to discuss and comment on the Sierra Clubõs  
proposed new population policy, October 15 at 7:00 p.m. at the Sierra Club ofþces 
located at 2950 S.E. Stark, Suite 110. Those outside the Portland area are welcome 
to call in via teleconference at 866-501-6174, passcode 1005300#.

To review the existing and proposed policies, plus other background 
documents, visit www.clubhouse.sierraclub.org/go/policies/population/
index.asp.  If youõre a þrst time visitor to the Sierra Clubõs Clubhouse web-
site, youõll þnd the prompt to obtain the user ID and password on the þrst 
page.

You may submit comments via the web if unable to attend the meeting, at 
www.clubhouse.sierraclub.org/comment/population, until October 26, 2007.  

Why do we need a new population policy? 
Dave Scott, Vice Chair of the Sierra Clubõs Conservation Governance Com-

mittee, has posted the following on the Clubhouse website: Documents posted 
on the Clubhouse give more detail, but here are a few reasons. 

Å We need to embrace a new approach. In 1994, 179 governments and 
thousands of nongovernmental organizations from around the world, 
including the Sierra Club, ratiþed a new approach to population issues. This 
new language emphasizes expanding womenõs opportunities for education, 
economic progress, and access to heath care ñ including universal access to 
voluntary family planning. Sierra Club policy needs updating to show our 
support for this change.

Å We need to remove dated wording and abandon obsolete thinking. Our 
existing policy calls for creating òfederal machineryó and pronounces our 
opposition to the federal income tax deduction for children. It supports 
coercive governmental measures. We need to support means that help people 
choose to have smaller families and ways to help people better their lives.

Å We can still advocate the crucial values we all support, but in a single 
updated document that enhances our population program work instead 
of hindering it. From emerging science, more people understand that 
population growth creates environmental stress, and a new population 
policy could help us emphasize this link and press our call for action. 

Å The policy recommendations come from a Population Policy Task Force 
appointed by Club Vice-President for Conservation Robin Mann. Members 
included me (CGC Vice Chair Dave Scott), former CGC Vice Chair Judy 
Kunofsky, Population Committee member Barbara Herz, Population 
Co-Chair Ron Weisen, and Population Staff Director Sarah Fairchild.  
Population Co-Chair Ned Grossnickle also participated. We agreed on 
almost all of the recommendations. No change is proposed to existing 
statements conþrming Sierra Club neutrality on immigration.

More Chapter Thanks
Thanks to the following volunteers who made our 
First Annual Race Against Pollution a success:

Joseph Huth, Terri Smith, Peter Klauer, Gary Hancock, Dave 
Hoffman, Bob Rees, Heather Baron, Nancy Hatch, Joe Cartino, 
Keith Lockey, Chet Zimmer, Jerry Sutherland, Gerik Kran-
sky, Eleanor Culhane, Ramona & Richard Rex, Wes Kempfer, 
Kristi Holden, Jim Barta, Erika Alabarca, Dave Bybee, Karen 
Benton, Jeff Fryer, Mike Torres, Cathy Morton, Kelly Simpson, 
Lynn Taylor, Scott Chapman, Marisa Capezzuto, Ruth Spetter, 
Amanda Caffall, Jan Secunda, Marilyn Scott, Emily Lethen-
strom, Judy Heumann



BY LOU KLUMP, OREGON NORDIC CLUB, AND 
RALPH BLOEMERS, MT, HOOD ISSUE COORDINATOR

Seems like everyone we encounter these days out in the forest or at events 
around town believe that the public lands around the Cooper Spur ski area on 
the north side of Mt. Hood have already been protected. They also think the 
proposed Mt Hood Wilderness bill in Congress is just seconds away from pass-
ing. Wrong. None of the above has happened. 

Hereõs whatõs going on. Last yearõs Mt. Hood Wilderness bill passed the 
House but failed to get a vote in the Senate. A new Mt. Hood bill (S. 647), 
would protect 125,000 acres as Wilderness, 81 miles of new Wild and Scenic 
Rivers, and 35,000 acres as National Recreation Areas. The bill also includes 
a proposed land swap of nearly 700 acres owned by Mt. Hood Meadows ski 
resort on Mt. Hoodõs undeveloped north side for 120 acres of forest land in  
Government Camp. This bill passed a Senate committee in August but is cur-
rently awaiting a vote in the full Senate. 

The valuations for the proposed land swap were performed by an indepen-
dent appraiser and indicated that the public would beneþt from acquiring the 
700 acres on Mt. Hoodõs north side, along with ending Mt. Hood Meadowsõ 
rights to develop ski runs in a national forest roadless area nearby. However, 
the Senate bill will only include this important land exchange after a new ap-
praisal is conducted. The appraisal, reviewed by the Government Accounting 
Ofþce, found a possible discrepancy of $300,000.  Even with that difference, the 
trade was still in Meadowsõ favor. The conservation community asked Mead-
ows to give up the difference and include the land swap as part of the Mt. 
Hood wilderness bill. Now, þnal inclusion is subject to a new appraisal.  

Mt. Hood Meadows planned on developing these 700 acres into a destination 
resort with hundreds of buildings, a hotel, golf course, condos, and plenty of 
shopping. Imagine, a major resort located on the edge of Mt. Hoodõs pristine 
north-side forests, less than a few miles from wilderness areas, and sitting 

BY RANDY RASMUSSEN, RECREATION POLICY SPECIALIST, AMERICAN HIKING SOCIETY 
Driving along Oregonõs central coast years ago, my family was scouting quiet 

and relatively unspoiled camping and hiking areas. Using a state atlas as our 
guide, we were hopeful that the camp grounds near Sand Lake would meet our 
expectations. Upon arrival, our image of a quiet haven quickly vanished in a 
puff of exhaust fumes and unmufÿed engine noise. Children on small ATVs shot 
haphazardly through the campground parking lot. A child without a helmet on 
a dirt bike pulled a sudden wheelie, prompting our wide-eyed seven-year-old to 
exclaim, òThatõs not safe!ó On the dunes beyond, we witnessed a dozen modi-
þed jeeps and dune buggies weaving erratic paths that precluded any hope of 
our reaching the beach safely. Nerves jangled, we promptly left the area and 
vowed to never return. 

Our disillusionment with Sand Lake, however, resulted largely from our lack 
of trip preparation. Had we þrst made a phone call to the Siuslaw National 
Forest, we would have been informed that Sand Lake is a designated off-high-
way vehicle (OHV) area. Forest staff would have steered us toward camping 
and hiking areas better matched with our desire for òquiet recreation.ó The 
conÿict we perceived at Sand Lake would have been avoided.

Conÿict-Averse Hikers Often Displaced
Genuine hiker-OHV conÿicts outside designated OHV areas occur with 

increasing frequency on public lands throughout Oregon. òQuiet recreation-
istsó are þnding that more 
of the landscapes they 
frequent are being altered 
by OHVs as evident by 
the rutting of trails and 
the scarring of meadows 
and hillsides. When hikers 
encounter OHVs on the 
trail, engine noise, ex-
haust fumes and/or safety 
concerns greatly diminish 
the recreational experi-
ence. Social scientists have 
documented that hikers 
experiencing such trail 
conÿicts often choose to 
go elsewhere on subse-
quent visits where there is 
less potential for conÿict 
and ògoal interference.ó 

Hikers usually do not 
voice concerns with land 
managers about conÿicts 
experienced on the trail. 
Many are conÿict averse 
and simply choose to hike 
elsewhere. Today, outside of designated Wilderness, there are fewer public lands 
than a decade ago where the expectations of quiet recreationists for a quality 
experience might be met. We hikers share the blame for allowing natural quiet to 
slip away without raising our voices.

Reclaiming Natural Quiet through òTravel Planningó
So what can hikers and òquiet useó advocates do to ensure that OHV con-

ÿicts are minimized? How can we re-claim those areas traditionally used by 
quiet recreationists but recently taken over by OHVs? A unique opportunity 
exists by which we can secure a future for quiet recreation on public lands, but 
we must become vocal and organized.

Each national forest and many Bureau of Land Management districts through-
out Oregon have begun to implement national directives to address the problem 
of increasing damage and conÿicts associated with OHV use. The agencies soon 
will implement travel management plans covering million of acres of public 
lands that will designate roads and trails to be used by OHVs. The outcome of 
the planning process will have a profound effect on hiking, wildlife, clean air 
and water, and the character of wildlands and roadless areas. Once the travel 
planning process is complete, it will be illegal for OHVs to travel anywhere on 
public lands other than designated routes; cross-country motorized travel will, 
for the most part, be prohibited.

What You Can Do
B Notify me at rrasmussen@americanhiking.org if you have knowledge of hik-

ing trails or areas on public lands that have been taken over by OHVs. We 
must defend and re-claim non-motorized trails via the travel planning process! 

B Bring your camera and/or GPS unit on each hike and document 
damage clearly linked to OHV use (e.g., damage to soils, vegeta-
tion, wetlands, etc.). Take notes of any conÿicts you have with 
OHVs. Submittal of such data to the agencies could be the only 
thing that prevents hiking trails from being classiþed as mixed-
use trails where OHVs would dominate. 

B Your group may choose to select certain public lands to 
òwatch dogó and be trained in documenting OHV-related 
damage and conÿicts. Field monitoring forms have been de-
veloped by Wildlands CPR (www.wildlandscpr.org) and 
other conservation groups. Great Old Broads for Wilderness 
(www.greatoldbroads.org) offers day-long OHV impact monitor-
ing clinics. 

B Attend public scoping meetings and submit written comments 
on travel management plans in your area. Document for the 
record the qualities that make public lands important to you and 
that should not be lost. These qualities could include such things 
as abundant wildlife, clean air and water, and ònatural quiet.ó  

B In public comments to agency ofþcials, demand that the agency 
establish òQuiet Use Zones,ó free from the clatter of OHVs, that 
beneþt wildlife and quiet recreationists in both front-county and 
backcountry settings. Similarly, demand that the agency work to 
direct widespread OHV use to less sensitive landscapes, water-
sheds or òsoundsheds.ó

We must put an end to the hikerõs lament that OHVs have taken 
over public lands. As quiet recreationists, we must assert our needs 

in the travel planning process. Most importantly, we must ensure that impor-
tant trails and landscapes are designated for quiet use and do not, by default, 
become the domain of OHVs. To not speak out would ensure that quiet-shat-
tering conÿicts would persist throughout our public lands.

Hill-climbing ATVs have denuded this hillside along McKay Creek, 
Ochoco National Forest.  

photo by Marilyn Miller

on a major watershed that feeds the upper Hood River Valley residents and 
farms. Meadows also þled a Measure 37 claim for over 900 units in the same 
area. If this wilderness bill is not passed fairly soon, then Mt. Hood Meadows 
may walk away from this historic solution. Meadows may decline to continue 
negotiations, and then it will be right back to the òDavid versus Goliathó story 
to protect this historic backcountry.  

Mt. Hood Meadows being allowed to develop the wild north side of Mt. 
Hood would be a travesty that would damage historic trails and wilderness 
quality lands. The Sierra Club, Oregon Nordic Club and many other groups 
have worked for years to protect the Tilly Jane and Polallie Ridge trail corri-
dors. Wilderness designation for additional land on Mt. Hood would provide 
the best protection from logging, ORV usage, and commercial developments.

Having a major resort on the north side Mt. Hood, where there are currently 
none, would only encourage future developments. Time is of the essence. Con-
gress needs to hear from you to get this bill passed in the current session. Tell 
them why wilderness protection on Mt. Hood is important to you, and that it 
needs to be passed very soon. S. 647 needs to be energized with your support. 

Call or e-mail all of your federal representatives and the governor immedi-
ately as Congress takes this up again this session (contact information on back 
page). Ask them to do their work before next yearõs election!

For more details, go to www.cooperspur.org.




