
BY SHANNON WILSON,  CHAIR, MANY RIVERS GROUP

Thousands of acres of ancient forest on western 
Oregonõs public lands managed by the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) are on the chopping block. As 
terrible as these existing timber sales described below 
are, and if the BLM gets away with its current plans of 
throwing out key provisions of the Northwest Forest 
Plan (NWFP), this will be just the tip of the iceberg. The 
new plan is called the Western Oregon Planning Revi-
sion or WOPR.  The WOPR would remove the require-
ment of maintaining stream buffers and old-growth 
reserves for the northern spotted owl.

In 1993 Federal Judge Dwyer stated that the North-
west Forest Plan barely passed legal muster in pro-
tecting the northern spotted owl and all other species 
dependent on old-growth and mature forests in the 
Northwest. Now the BLM is claiming they canõt even 
comply with that barely legal conservation plan! 

To add insult to injury, the BLM is preparing the pro-
cess for the marbled murrelet to be de-listed from being 
a òThreatenedó species under the Endangered Species 
Act (ESA) and is currently attempting, along with US 
Forest Service, to have NWFP Survey and Manage pro-
visions requirements removed.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the 
WOPR is likely to be released by April.

The following three timber sales are just one of the 30 
timber sale projects in the works in the Medford, Rose-
burg and Coos Bay BLM Districts. 

Zane Grey Roadless Area
The 46,600-acre Zane Grey Roadless Area adjoining 

the Wild Rogue River Wilderness is BLMõs largest for-
ested roadless area.

With blatant disregard for public opinion, the BLM 
auctioned off 500 acres of old-growth forest in the 
largest forested roadless area on BLM land in the na-
tion on November 16, 2006. The BLM sold the Upper 
East Kelsey Timber Sale, which is part of the 1,700-acre 
Kelsey-Whisky project, to Rough and Ready Lumber of 
Cave Junction, Oregon.

Upper East Kelsey proposes to log within the Zane 
Grey Roadless Area, virtually all of it old growth and 
critical habitat for the imperiled northern spotted owl. 

Salmon and steelhead that reside in important tributar-
ies to the Rogue River (Meadow Creek, Whisky Creek, 
Kelsey Creek and Mule Creek) would be impacted.

South Myrtle Creek òRegeneration Harvestó
The Roseburg BLM is planning to clearcut 585 acres 

of mature and old-growth forests, leaving as few as six 
trees per acre, in the South Myrtle Creek watershed 
between Roseburg and Canyonville.

This is a combination of two older sales stopped years 
ago: Class of ô98 and the Upper South Myrtle Regenera-
tion Harvest sales. Umpqua Watersheds stopped these 
sales because they harmed endangered salmon. Unfor-
tunately, all salmon in the Umpqua Basin have recently 
lost all of their protections, thanks to Judge Michael 
Hogan, under the ESA. As a result, these sales are now 
being re-offered. 

Westside Timber Sale
The Westside timber sale calls for logging ancient forests 

in the Middle Cow Creek Watershed, a tributary of the 
South Umpqua River. Currently the Middle Cow Creek 
provides habitat for Coho and steelhead as well as resi-
dent cutthroat and rainbow trout, while spotted owls and 
rare salamanders exist in the remaining ancient forests. 

The Westside sale slates 3,374 acres (the equivalent of 
nearly six square miles) for logging in 93 units in the Mid-
dle Cow Creek Watershed, and 1,515 acres of the logging 
(equivalent to nearly three square miles) would occur in 
old-growth forests that would be logged via òregenera-
tionó (clearcuts that leave only 6ð8 trees per acre), all of 
which are spotted owl suitable habitat. After òregenera-
tionó the stands would be converted into industrial þber 
plantations. Additionally, 10 miles of new logging roads 
would be punched into the Middle Fork Cow Creek wa-
tershed to access the proposed logging units. 

For more information on these and many other 
BLM sales, contact the Klamath-Siskiyou Wildlands 
Center at www.kswild.org or Umpqua Watersheds 
at www.umpqua-watersheds.org.

To get involved in the  òStop the WOPRó cam-
paign, contact Shannon Wilson at 541.746.3371 or 
tsuga@efn.org, or Joseph Vaile at 541.488.5789 or 
joseph@kswild.org.

BY RALPH BLOEMERS, EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Wallowa Countyõs planning director said it best, òThe 
[Measure 37] ÿoodgates are just open.ó Across Oregon, 
as the number of claims þled approaches the 4,000 
mark, valuable farm and forestland, neighborhoods, 
and our stateõs natural treasures face the imminent 
threat of irresponsible ñ and irreversible ñ develop-
ment. From every part of Oregon, the neighbors of these 
misguided demands for exemptions or cash are saying 
much the same thing: òI voted for this law, but what is 
happening is not right.ó 

Oregonians support fairness, and expect government 
to treat all property owners fairly. However, Oregonians 
know there is nothing fair about hurting your neighbors 
to make a buck. A majority of Oregonians now support 
limits on Measure 37 claims and want to see the law 
reformed to restore fairness to everyone. 

Please take action today to call for immediate reforms 
in the 2007 legislature. Speciþcally, the Sierra Club is ask-
ing them to take two immediate steps upon convening:

1) Temporarily suspend Measure 37 and development 
resulting from already-approved land use waivers, 
to allow the legislature time to craft even-handed 
fairness legislation; and

2) Schedule hearings throughout Oregon so that citi-
zens can voice their concerns about Measure 37 and 
help develop a comprehensive reform effort.

Reform of Measure 37 simply cannot wait. A sus-
pension of the measure and statewide þeld hearings 
will ensure that Oregonians have the opportunity to 
work toward real fairness before our communities and 
natural legacy are permanently scarred by irresponsible 
development.

For a list of state ofþcials to contact, see page 3.

Congratulations to new 
Executive Committee (ExCom) 
members Erin Madden and 
Gretchen Valido, and to re-
elected ExCom members 
Joseph Vaile and Scott Jerger. 
These four join returning 
ExCom members Jill Work-
man, Brent Foster, Jerry 
Sutherland, Sunil Shenoy, 
and Ralph Bloemers. These 
nine plus a representative 
from each group make up 
the Chapterõs ExCom. Our 
gratitude to departing ExCom 
members Donald Fontenot and 
Kristin Winter for their excel-
lent service to the Chapter.

Only 137 members voted in 
the election. Thanks to all who 
voted.  

The candidates are listed 
below in order of votes 
received. 

Erin Madden
Joseph Vaile
Gretchen Valido
Scott Jerger
Dorothy Shoemaker

 
ñJILL WORKMAN FOR THE 

ELECTION COMMITTEE
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Chapter Calendar
The next Executive Committee meet-
ings are a conference call on January 
11 at 7 PM and in person on February 
24 in Portland before the Gala.

Oregon Conifer Deadline
Submit letters, articles and ads for the 
Spring issue by March 5. Thanks!

Chapter Thanks
Thank you to the many volunteers 
who generously gave their time and
resources during 2006. Our work 
could not be possible without your 
efforts and incredible energy.

Editorõs Note:
Individual views expressed herein do 
not necessarily reflect the policies of the 
Sierra Club.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Chair: Jill Workman 
Secretary: Dorothy Shoemaker
Treasurer: Mary Anderson
At-large members: 
Joseph Vaile, Scott Jerger, Jerry Sutherland, 
Ralph Bloemers, Brent Foster, Sunil Shenoy, 
Gretchen Valido, Erin Madden

GROUP CHAIRPERSONS
Columbia:  Jeff Fryer
Juniper:  George Wilson 
Many Rivers:  Shannon Wilson
Marys Peak:  Barry Wulff
Rogue:  Tom Dimitre

CHAPTER REPRESENTATIVES
Council of Club Leaders
Representative:  Ralph Bloemers
Alternate:  Jill Workman

OREGON CHAPTER
2950 SE Stark Street, Suite 110
Portland, 97214
503-238-0442, fax 503-238-6281
Ivan Maluski
Conservation Coordinator, x304
ivan.maluski@sierraclub.org
Asante Riverwind, Eastside Forest Organizer
asante.riverwind@sierraclub.org
541-549-1782

CHAPTER-LEVEL 
ISSUE COORDINATORS

Conservation Chair: 
  Kendra Kimbiruaskas

Air Quality/Chemical Weapons: 
  Bob Palzer
Energy: Fred Heutte
Factory Farms: Kendra Kimbiruaskas
Federal Forestlands: 
  North ð Joe Keating, South ð Joseph Vaile,
  East ð George Wilson, Central ð vacant
Global Trade: Erica Maharg
High Desert: Ken Snider
Land Use/Transportation: 
  Scott Chapman
Liquidþed Natural Gas: Kristin Lee
Mt. Hood: Ralph Bloemers
Population: Ramona Rex
Salmon: Jeff Fryer
Tillamook State Forest: Donald Fontenot 
Water: Scott Jerger
Wildlife: Sally Mackler
ADDITIONAL CHAPTER 
COORDINATORS
Fundraising Chair:  Sunil Shenoy
Political Chair: 
Oregon Conifer Editor:  Jim Flynn
Outings:  John Berry and Brad Elliott
Personnel Chair:  Joseph Vaile
Webmaster:  Alicia Emel

Mary Anderson 
503-232-8542
mary.anderson@oregon.sierraclub.org
John Berry
541-929-5794
john.berry@oregon.sierraclub.org
Ralph Bloemers
503-238-5339, ralph@crag.org
Scott Chapman 
503-235-0125, scott@sgc27.com
Tom Dimitre 
541-488-4601, tdimitre@earthlink.net
Brad Elliott
503-643-1194
brad.elliott@mac.com
Alicia Emel
webmaster@oregon.sierraclub.org
Donald Fontenot
503-704-3116
donald.fontenot@oregon.sierraclub.org
Brent Foster
541-380-1334
brentfoster@ecoisp.com

Jim Flynn
541-683-1645, jimÿynn@efn.org
Jeff Fryer 
503-452-1535
jeff.fryer@oregon.sierraclub.org
Fred Heutte
503-222-9572
fred.heutte@oregon.sierraclub.org
Scott Jerger
503-542-2015
scott.jerger@oregon.sierraclub.org
Joe Keating
503-234-2613
keats@aracnet.com
Kendra Kimbirauskas
503-997-7438
kendrakimbirauskas@yahoo.com
Kristin Lee
503-293-5997
kristin.lee@oregon.sierraclub.org
Sally Mackler
541-846-6148 
wildlife@oregon.sierraclub.org

Erin Madden
503-753-1310
erin.madden@
oregon.sierraclub.org
Erica Maharg
503-380-4242
globaltradecmte@yahoo.com
Bob Palzer 
541-482-2492
bob.palzer@sierraclub.org
Ramona Rex 
503-649-1467
ramona.rex@oregon.sierraclub.org
Sunil Shenoy 
503-629-4909
sunil.shenoy@oregon.sierraclub.org
Dorothy Shoemaker
503-452-1877
dorothy.shoemaker@
oregon.sierraclub.org
Ken Snider 
503-491-7636 x325
highdesert@oregon.sierraclub.org

Jerry Sutherland 
503-233-1552
jerry.sutherland@
oregon.sierraclub.org
Joseph Vaile 
541-488-5789
joseph@kswild.org
Gretchen Valido
541-389-0785
gretchen.valido@
oregon.sierraclub.org
George Wilson 
541-462-3158
grwls@starband.net
Shannon Wilson 
541-746-3371
tsuga@efn.org
Jill Workman 
503-654-8670
jill.workman@
oregon.sierraclub.org
Barry Wulff
541-929-6272, wulffb@peak.org

NORTHWEST REGIONAL OFFICE
2950 SE Stark Street, Suite 100
Portland, 97214
503-243-6656, fax 503-238-6281
Paul Shively
Regional Representative, x303
paul.shively@sierraclub.org

Michael OõLeary, BEC, x302
michael.oleary@sierraclub.org

Emily Bartha, BEC, x301
emily.bartha@sierraclub.org

GROUP CONTACT INFORMATION
Å Columbia Group
   2950 SE Stark Street, Suite 110
   Portland, 97214
   503-231-0507 x16
Å Juniper Group
   POB 6376
   Bend, 97708-6376
Å Many Rivers Group
   POB 11211
   Eugene, 97440
   541-338-8604
Å Marys Peak Group
   POB 863
   Corvallis, 97339
Å Rogue Group
   84 Fourth Street
   Ashland, 97520

Youõre Invited! 
Please join the Oregon Sierra Club as we 

celebrate the volunteers and victories that made 
2006 a success. Our annual Gala Celebration 
will begin at 6:00 PM on Saturday, February 24. 
The Gala will be held in the Lower Ballroom 
at the beautiful Melody Ballroom located at 
615 SE Alder Street in Portland. The evening 
will include remarks from our special guest 
speaker, Jeff Merkley, Speaker of the Oregon 
House of Representatives. The evening will also 
offer a delicious orgainc dinner that includes 
vegetarian/vegan options, music, a silent auc-
tion and the annual awards presentation. 

Tickets are $25 each. For only $15 more, you 
have the opportunity to provide extra support 
to the Sierra Club. Purchasing a $40 ticket will 
designate you as a sponsor of the event, and we 
will recognize your generosity at the event and 
in the next Conifer newsletter. All proceeds from 
the event support local conservation efforts in 
Oregon. Purchase your tickets early and bring 
family and friends to enjoy the good cheer!

This year, the celebration wonõt be limited 
to the Gala. We are hosting a whole weekend 
of fun activities including hikes, social activi-
ties, and tours of special Portland places. If you 
are coming in from out of town, plan to stay 
in Portland for the weekend and get to know 
your fellow Sierra Club members and activists 

as well as the Chapter leadership. Check our 
website for up-to-date information on weekend 
activities: oregon.sierraclub.org.

If you have an interesting item to offer to the 
auction, please, ASAP, e-mail oregon.chapter@si
erraclub.org or call 503-238-0442, ext. 300. Think 
creatively! Perhaps you have a house at the 
beach or in the mountains that we could offer 
for a two- or three-day getaway or maybe you 
are an avid kayaker and would be willing to of-
fer a guided tour on your favorite river.  

Event details:
Å Oregon Chapter Sierra Clubõs 

Annual Gala Celebration
Å Saturday, February 24, 6ð10 PM 
Å Melody Ballroom, 615 SE Alder, 

Portland 
Tickets are $25 per person or $40 per person 

for a sponsor ticket.
Tickets must be purchased by Friday, Febru-

ary 16. Tickets will NOT be sold at the door.
To purchase tickets, please mail a check made 

payable to òOregon Chapter Sierra Club,ó to: 
Oregon Sierra Club, Attn: Gala tickets, 2950 SE 
Stark St., Suite 110, Portland, OR 97214. 

Please include a note on the memo line of how 
many tickets and what type (general or sponsor) 
you are requesting. See you there!

The Oregon Chapter of Sierra Club is using the 
Chinook Book to raise funds to promote a clean, 
green and sustainable energy future for Oregon. 
Whether it is working to reduce coal plant emis-
sions that are causing acid rain in the Columbia 
Gorge, þghting high-impact Liquidþed Natural 
Gas (LNG) import terminals that would destroy 
key salmon habitats, or working to promote sus-
tainable energy options like wind and solar, the 
Oregon Chapter is taking on the tough energy 
issues that are critical to our air, water and public 
lands. With each book you or your friends buy 
from us online, the Oregon Chapter will earn $5. 
Itõs that easy!

Discover whatõs in it for you. Chinook Book is a 
one-of a-kind resource ñ a coupon book, a direc-
tory, a source of ideas and inspiration. Itõs your 
guide to living well and having fun in the Port-
land Metro area. Support the Oregon Chapter by 
visiting http://oregon.sierraclub.org, clicking on 
the Chinook Book link, and then saving hun-
dreds of dollars while exploring our community 
and supporting local, sustainable businesses! 

Friendly tip: The Chinook Bookmakes a great 
gift that lasts all year long!

The Oregon Chapter Sierra Club fundraiser 
ends on March 1, so please visit http://
oregon.sierraclub.org and purchase your Chi-
nook Book today! Thanks.



BY WES KEMPFER, POLITCAL CHAIR, COLUMBIA GROUP

In terms of offering hope that the political pro-
cess can be used to help protect the environment 
rather than plunder it, this election was the most 
heartening in many years. Overall, candidate and 
ballot measures endorsed by the Oregon Chapter 
did very well. The most prominent example is 
Governor Ted Kulongoski, who won handily after 
some polls had showed the race neck and neck. 

Throughout the election, Kulongoski promi-
nently touted his plans for a renewable energy 
portfolio standard for Oregon, his adoption of 
tough new tailpipe emissions standards that creat-
ed a West Coast òclean car corridor,ó and standing 
up to the Bush administration to protect roadless 
areas. Kulongoski fought off a challenger who had 
taken at least $2 million in campaign contribu-
tions from the stateõs timber industry and biggest 
polluters, and who outspent him two to one in 
race that shattered Oregon fundraising records. 

The Sierra Club played a prominent roll in the 
governorõs race as the þrst environmental group 
to endorse the Kulongoskiõs re-election last 
spring, by putting staff time into the campaign 
for the last three weeks, and doing extensive òget 
out the voteó organizing of our membership. 

The election also saw a power shift in the 
legislature, with Democrats taking control of the 
state House and maintaining control of the Sen-
ate. This means, the Democrats have control of 
the governorship, the Senate and the House for 
the þrst time in 16 years. This is signiþcant as the 
House had been the place where good environ-
mental bills went to die for well over a decade. 
With many pro-environment candidates winning 

on November 7, this will allow the leadership to 
hold hearings and move forward votes on issues 
ranging from clean energy standards and renew-
able fuels to protecting state forests and cleaning 
up toxic pollution in Oregonõs rivers. 

Pro-environment candidates also won seats at 
the city and county level across the state, which 
will make a big difference in dealing with issues 
such as sprawl, transportation planning and 
getting more municipalities signed on to commit-
ments to reduce global warming.

Pro-environment ballot measures also did 
well. A bond measure passed in the Portland 
metro area to protect and restore green spaces 
and wildlife habitat, while statewide ballot 
measures that would have cut state funding 
and put the squeeze on environmental agency 
budgets were soundly defeated. Also, one of our 
campaign þnance reform ballot measures (ban-
ning corporate contributions, setting limits on 
contributions, and increasing reporting) was one 
of just three statewide measures to pass, which 
will allow us to pressure the legislature to take 
steps to reduce corporate and industry inÿuence 
in state decision-making. All in all, election night 
was a victory for the Sierra Club and Oregonõs 
environment!  

The pro-environment outcome of this election 
might not have been possible without the work 
and involvement of Sierra Club members across 
the state. Their continued participation and com-
mitment in the face all of the bad news in recent 
years is the most heartening thing of all.   

Here as list of all of the Oregon Chapter 2006 
endorsements and how they fared:

BY EMILY BARTHA, CONSERVATION ORGANIZER, 
BUILDING ENVIRONMENTAL COMMUNITIES

I am happy to introduce myself to all of you as 
the newest Building Environmental Communi-
ties organizer working on the campaign to clean 
up the Willamette River. Half of my role within 
the campaign is to reach out to the angling com-
munity to get people who þsh in the Willamette 
River Basin involved in our efforts to improve 
the health of the river system.    

Engaging the angling community, both within 
and outside of the Sierra Club membership, will 
result in a stronger campaign, increased public 
demand for an end to toxic mixing zones, and 
ultimately, healthier rivers for all Oregonians to 
use and enjoy. 

If you are concerned about the effect of toxins 
on the health of þsh populations and habitat, 
then get involved and become part of the solu-
tion. Together we can stop polluters from using 
Toxic Mixing Zones to bend water quality stan-
dards and work toward improving the health of 
the Willamette Basin and its endangered steel-
head and Chinook salmon populations. 

Nationally, Sierra Club members who þsh are 
thought to make up a large percentage of the 
total membership, and I suspect that this rings 
true for the Columbia Group as well. I invite all 
anglers reading this to learn more about the new 
angling component to our campaign.  

Give me a call or send me an e-mail and I will 
keep you informed of þshing related events and 
opportunities in the coming year. Plans are in 
development for ÿy-casting clinics, restoration 
projects and salmon hikes. I welcome your input 
and would love to hear any ideas you have for 
this new element of our campaign. 

You can contact me at emily.bartha@sierraclub.org 
or 503-243-6656 x301.

Senate President Peter Courtney
900 Court St. NE, S-203
Salem, OR 97301

House Speaker Jeff Merkley
POB 33167
Portland, OR 97292

Senate Majority Leader Kate Brown
900 Court St. NE, S-323
Salem, OR 97301

House Majority Leader Dave Hunt
POB 67190
Oak Grove, OR 97268

Governor Ted Kulongoski
254 State Capitol
Salem, OR 97301

Mike Carrier
Natural Resource Policy Director
Public Service Building, Suite 126
255 Capitol St. NE
Salem, OR 97301

Lane Shetterly
Department of Land Conservation and 
Development Director
635 Capitol St. NE, Suite 150
Salem, OR 97301

The Burea of Land Management (BLM) 
is soliciting public scoping comments on 
where they will allow motorized vehicles 
on Steens Mountain, including thousands 
of acres under consideration for future wil-
derness designation.

At this point, itõs important the pub-
lic give BLM some direction to conserve 
wilderness values on Steens. You can 
e-mail BLM directly with your comments. 
You can let BLM know that youõd like to 
stay involved in the planning process and 
would like to receive BLMõs Environmental 
Assessment for the proposed travel plan. 
Once you have done this, you can submit 
more formal comments later in February.

At this point, there is no need to be spe-
ciþc, just let BLM know that you think their 
travel plan should maximize wilderness 
values.

The future of Steens Wilderness depends 
on you letting BLM know you want wilder-
ness values preserved. Tell them to close 
motorized vehicle routes:

Å to enhance wilderness values and restore 
wilderness characteristics;
Å to maximize opportunities for non-motor-
ized recreation, including backcountry 
hunting and þshing;
Å adversely affecting wildlife values, 
including big-game habitat; and
Å causing soil erosion or otherwise might 
lead to spread of invasive weeds.

E-mail your comments to OR_Burns_
Mail@blm.gov or BLM, 28910 Hwy 20 West, 
Hines, OR 97738.



BY ERICA MAHARG, GLOBAL TRADE ISSUE COORDINATOR, AND 
ARTHUR STAMOULIS, OREGON FAIR TRADE CAMPAIGN DIRECTOR

As environmental activists, we know that a sustainability ethic should 
guide all policy decisions in order to best meet the needs of our society and 
the Earth as far into the future as possible. Unfortunately, the international 
free trade agreements approved by Congress over the last 15 years ÿy in 
the face of this ethic. People who care about the environment should be 
alert to the very real threat that current international trade policies pose to 
the long-term sustainability of communities in Oregon and throughout the 
world ñ and to the opportunities for making things better.  

Trade policies present an incredible opportunity for establishing a set of 
minimum environmental, public health, and human rights standards for 
participating nations. For instance, the strong enforcement mechanisms 
that trade agreements have in place to prevent the bootlegging of Holly-
wood movies could easily be applied to other goals like stopping trade in 
endangered species, preventing the improper disposal of toxic wastes, and 
ending child labor. 

Unfortunately, past trade agreements like NAFTA and CAFTA have more 
than just missed this opportunity. These trade agreements allow corpora-
tions to use òinvestor-to-stateó provisions to challenge environmental regu-
lations that limit the export of toxic wastes, ban the use of certain toxins that 
leach into drinking water, and require backþll of open pit mines. More than 
40 complaints, seeking $28 billion in damages, have been þled under NAFTA 
alone. It is unimaginable that our government would allow foreign corpora-
tions to attack our hard-fought environmental laws just because these pro-
tections affect their proþt margin, but that is exactly what is happening.

Just as threatening to the long-term viability of local communities is the 
role that free trade policies have played the exportation of American jobs. 
Goods that were once produced in Oregon, and thus met the stateõs com-
paratively stringent minimum wage and environmental standards, are now 
often being produced under sweatshop working conditions abroad. The 
Oregon Fair Trade Campaign estimates that 68,000 jobs have been lost in 
the state due to outsourcing and foreign competition since 1994. 

Environmental activists may at þrst say good riddance to local polluting 
industries, but when we consider the long-term effects on the global envi-
ronment as a whole (not to mention the local economy), itõs clear that noth-
ing good can come of this exodus. Polluters are not ògoing away;ó theyõre 
just ògoing elsewhere.ó With the exportation of industry, groups like the 

Sierra Club lose much of their ability to pressure local elected ofþcials and 
to work with locally based companies to enforce and upgrade environmen-
tal protections. 

Instead, we þnd companies moving abroad to take advantage of lax 
environmental standards found elsewhere ñ a phenomenon that creates 
downward pressures on environmental standards everywhere. Not infre-
quently, these corporations contribute the destruction of the planetõs most 
precious natural areas: the Amazon, the Malaysian rainforest and other 
endangered places. 

Existing trade policy is failing the United States, yet the Bush administra-
tion and many members of Congress continuously attempt to expand the 
NAFTA-style model of trade. The good news is that in the next year we 
have real opportunities to change this free-trade-at-all-costs agenda. 

In addition to persuading our congressional delegation to vote ònoó on 
White House-negotiated trade agreements with countries like Peru, Co-
lombia and Korea, we also have the chance to defeat the renewal of òFast 
Track.ó Fast Track is the process that gives the President the ability to ne-
gotiate all the provisions of trade agreements without consulting Congress. 
It puts debilitating limits on congressional debate, only allowing members 
to vote òyesó or ònoó after the agreements have already been signed. Fast 
Track severely hampers our ability to add strong environmental, labor and 
human rights provisions to trade agreements, putting us in a position of 
always rejecting trade policies and being on the defensive. 

New processes currently being discussed among progressive members 
of Congress would allow elected ofþcials to ensure that environmental 
measures, and other important standards, are included in trade agreements 
before negotiations with other nations can be þnalized. This fundamental 
change in the way that trade agreements are written could enable trade 
policy to become a powerful new tool for improving global sustainability. 

Oregonõs congressional delegation will play a key role in deciding what 
path future trade agreements follow. To win this þght, environmental activ-
ists must continue to organize and make sure our delegates know we care 
about this issue. The Global Trade Committee is organizing Sierra Club 
members to speak out for òFair Trade, not Free Trade.ó 

Please contact globaltradecmte@yahoo.com if you are interested in learning more 
and keeping informed. Join a mobilization network to make calls and write letters 
on important votes and help plan and organize other members on this important 
issue. Now is the time to take action.

Stonehouse WSA

John Scharff Migratory Bird Festival Å April 13ð15
Join us at the Malheur Field Station for a weekend of desert hikes and/or 
birding around Burns, Oregon. We will lead hikes on Saturday or you can 
sign up for birding events sponsored by the bird festival. The High Desert 
Committee will host dinner and a conservation talk on Friday night. Satur-
day we will attend the bird festival banquet in Burns.
Trip Leaders:
Jill Workman, 503-654-8670, workmanjm@aol.com
Heidi Dahlin, 503-631-2855, hmdahlin@mac.com

Spring Basin Å April 27ð29
Explore the colorful hills and geology of Spring Basin along the John Day 
River. We will also explore some of the John Day fossil beds near Clarno 
and the Pine Creek Reserve managed by the Warm Springs tribe.
Trip Leaders:
Borden Beck, 503-234-6723, bborden@teleport.com
Anne Mitchell, 503 -335-8569, annem@easystreet.com

Sutton Mountain Å May 11ð13
Sutton Mountain is located north of Mitchell, near the Painted Hills Na-
tional Monument. Not grazed in over 10 years, this Wilderness Study Area 
(WSA) has made an impressive recovery from past abuse. The scenery and 
the view are spectacular. We will meet to camp near Sutton Mountain on 
Friday night. A strenuous hike on Saturday will take us to the top of the 
mountain. Sunday weõll break camp, head west, and stop at the Spring 
Basin WSA near Clarno for a short hike.
Trip Leader:
Borden Beck, 503-234-6723, bborden@teleport.com

Badlands Å May 25ð27
Located just 25 miles east of Bend, the Badlands WSA 
is the perfect location for a spring trip. Saturday we 
will hike and explore the geologic features and veg-
etation, enjoy scenic vistas and discuss the politics of 
protection. On Sunday we will explore Alder Springs 
or Steelhead Falls near the Deschutes River.
Trip Leaders:
Lew Curtis, 503-331-4835, 
lewandmarge@easystreet.com
Bill Hart, 503-236-8058, whart@easystreet.com

John Day River Float Trip Å June 16ð18
A great family experience, we will put in at Service Creek and leisurely 
ÿoat down to Clarno. All food, drink and equipment are provided. Ap-
proximate cost: $500 per person.
Trip Leader:
John Berry, 541-929-5794, jberry@actionnet.net

Steens Mountain Fence Pull Trip Å July
Want to help add a bit more òwildó to Oregonõs newest wilderness? Join 

us in removing the visual blight of redundant fencing thatõs also a 
danger to hikers and wildlife. Trip participants will backpack into a 
base camp. There, we will pull and roll barbed wire fence. We will 
also have downtime to explore the area. The work is strenuous and 

the climate hot, but youõll walk away with a feeling of accomplishment!
Trip Leaders:
Harry Anderton, 503-685-2515, harry.anderton@opbu.xerox.com
Heidi Dahlin, 503-631-2855, hmdahlin@mac.com

Stonehouse Grazing Monitoring Å August 31ðSeptember 3
Join us to explore this rarely visited WSA on the north end of Steens. In 
addition to visiting the escarpment for some great views, we will continue 
monitoring grazing practices in the adjoining allotment for a third year. 
This will be a good opportunity to witness the effects of grazing on the 
landscape along with BLM and rancher efforts to improve management.
Trip Leader:
Ken Snider, 503-970-2210, ksnider@verizon.net

Note: To sign up for a trip, contact a trip leader 
for details. Dates are subject to change. If you 
would like updated information about 2007 out-
ings and events, please sign up to be on the HDC 
e-mail alert list by sending an message to Anne 
Mitchell at annem@easystreet.com requesting 
to be placed on our e-mail database. You will re-
ceive occasional action alerts, as well as notiþca-
tion of trips we lead. If you include your address 
as well, you will receive a mailing/alert from us 
a couple of times a year as well as an invitation 
to our end of þeld season party, usually held in 
early November.



BY ASANTE RIVERWIND, EASTSIDE FOREST ORGANIZER

Last May, the Forest Service òrevision teamó presented its developing 
draft Blue Mountains forest plans. As then presented, the plans would have 
opened most of the forests to logging, categorizing all forested areas out-
side wilderness and major salmon waterways as òsuitable for timber har-
vestó or òsuitable for timber production.ó When questioned by concerned 
conservationists on the revised plansõ complete omission of wildlife, old 
growth, roadless area, riparian and other protective management designa-
tions, team members stated òdonõt worryó and promised they would hold 
additional public presentations this past fall revealing proposed ecological 
management designations and protections. 

Fall passed without any events or communication from the agency. Con-
tacted in October, the revision team stated they were not going to hold more 
public presentations. At that time, they stated the draft plan was being read-
ied for a late 2006 or early 2007 release. More recently, this hasty time line 
was delayed until next summer ñ hopefully allowing more time for mean-
ingful public involvement in this process. However, when contacted about 
honoring its promise to hold public presentations on proposed management 
designations and apparent protection roll backs, Dave Schmidt, revision 
team leader replied that while, òWe did state in our last round of public 
meetings that we hoped to have another round of public workshops this 
fall,ó they had instead decided to òprovide opportunity for public review as 
soon as we get the full plan ready. Hopefully that will occur next summer.ó

This reply fails to acknowledge the need for the public meetings: First, 
to correct widespread public perceptions, among timber industry propo-
nents and communities where open house events were held, that almost 
all of the Blue Mountains three national forests would be open to extensive 
logging; and second, for inclusion of public review and concerns on pro-
posed changes to ecological management designations and protections. 
The agency would beneþt from review by the greater public, including 
independent scientists and conservation organizations. By working coop-
eratively with the public, the agency could have addressed omissions and 
adjusted the plans, þne-tuning for effective ecosystem management and 
long-term ecological recovery goals.

Breaking its promise to hold these events, the revision team has failed 
to honor congressional intent and federal policy laws directing that public 
involvement be ongoing and meaningful. Instead, after presenting confusing 
partial information, the agency plans to complete the entire draft plan before 
clearly disclosing its intentions without further involvement from the public. 

As planned, this process, effecting the management of the regionõs forests for 
the next 10 to 15 years, would only give the public 90 days to review and com-
ment on draft plans that are essentially done before the public is consulted. 

Weõve already experienced the teamõs refusal to honor three legally rec-
ognized (RARE II) roadless areas in the Malheur National Forest. The new 
plans would open these areas to roadbuilding and logging. Additionally, 
the team refuses to acknowledge over 200 uninventoried roadless areas 
across all three forests, adhering to inaccurate agency claims despite well-
documented surveys proving these areas are indeed roadless. Initial agency 
promises of þeld trips to disputed roadless areas to rectify this have not 
been honored. The entire process has become a thinly disguised attempt to 
remove existing protections for wildlife, þsh, old growth and roadless ar-
eas, etc., opening up the majority of these forests to logging, mining, graz-
ing, roadbuilding, and other harms.

In the words of one concerned attorney, òBoth the USFS and the BLM 
are going to get sued over their plan revisions.ó Those attempting to par-
ticipate in this plan revision are witnessing environmental policy law 
violations. Yet, policy law requires waiting until the agency issues and 
implements its plan decision before the process can be legally challenged. 
Bolstering ongoing violations of public process, the Bush-era Forest Service 
recently issued a new rule that forest plans can be developed without pub-
lic involvement and absent in-depth analysis. Given the widely recognized 
need for environmental protections, recovery of numerous wildlife and 
þsh species, and restoration of old-growth forest ecosystems, it is shameful 
that the Forest Service and its revision team planners are manipulating this 
process to deny public involvement and roll back those protections.

Public involvement, legal process, and in-depth environmental analysis 
should not be dismissed. It is essential the Blue Mountains Forest Plan 
Revision team rectify its broken promise by holding public meetings across 
the region, presenting wildlife, old growth, roadless area, þsheries, riparian 
area, and botanical management provisions well before the draft forest plan 
is released. Federal policy law, as well as common sense ethics, requires the 
public be meaningfully informed and involved throughout this ongoing 
planning process. 

To communicate with revision team planners regarding these and other con-
cerns, call Dave Schmitt, Team Leader, at 541-523-1248 and Tami Paulsen, 
Public Affairs Specialist, at 541-523-1332. You can write to them at blue_mtn_
planrevision@fs.fed.us or Blue Mountains Forest Plan Revision, POB 907, Baker 
City, OR 97814.

 

BY BRENT FOSTER, EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Last year may be remembered as the year that the science about the 
public health threats of water ÿuoridation hit the tipping point where even 
Americans who have traditionally supported water ÿuoridation decide 
that water ÿuoridation no longer makes sense.  

Despite the barrage of new science, however, ÿuoridation proponents 
plan to introduce another bill in the Oregon legislature to require water 
ÿuoridation for cities with more than 10,000 people. 
This would require ÿuoridation of Portlandõs water, 
the largest un-ÿuoridated city in the United States. 

The Oregon Chapter Sierra Club urges everyone to 
contact their state senator and representative today 
and ask them to vote against any mandatory ÿuorida-
tion bill.

The two latest studies highlight why it is so impor-
tant to keep Oregonõs drinking water clean.

The Harvard Bone Cancer Study
A multi-year Harvard study funded by the National 

Institute of Health and published in Harvardõs pres-
tigious cancer journal in April 2006 found that water ÿuoridation at the 
òoptimum leveló used in drinking water increased the risk of bone cancer 
in young boys by over 500%. This is not entirely surprising since we known 
that ÿuoride can increase cellular growth in bones. Fluoride was even used 
to treat osteoporosis until most doctors recognized that while it increased 
bone density, it also made bones more brittle and likely to fracture. The 
Harvard bone cancer study conþrmed earlier government-funded studies 
linking water ÿuoridation to increased bone cancer risks.

Even the lead water ÿuoridation proponent at the US Center for Disease 
Control has called the Harvard study ògreat shoeleather epidemiology.ó

National Academy of Sciences Report
A second report in March 2006 by the National Academy of Sciences 

detailed a large collection of scientiþc studies linking ÿuoride to a broad 
range of human health ailments ranging from dental ÿuorosis, bone frac-
tures, and thyroid disorders, to neurological damage, such as decreased 
childhood IQ and Alzheimerõs. While ÿuoridation supporters have for 
decades passionately dismissed any claims that ÿuoridation posed adverse 
health effects, the National Academy of Scienceõs 467-page report told the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) that its maximum ÿuoride stan-
dard for drinking water of four parts per million did not protect human 
health and must be lowered. 

Literally within hours of this reportõs release, Oregon ÿuoridation sup-
porters had declared to the press that the report had no relevance to the 
safety of ÿuoridated water which typically has ÿuoride levels of one part 
per million. Before leaping to this conclusion, however, ÿuoridation sup-
porters should have actually read the study which several of its authors 
have publicly said is deþnitely relevant to water ÿuoridation. 

EPA Scientistõs Unions Call for Fluoridation Moratorium
In the wake of this new body of science, 11 EPA employeeõs unions joined 

together in asking EPA to effectively ban the practice of water ÿuoridation. 
A group of over 100 Irish dentists similarly called on the Irish government 
to stop water ÿuoridation and US cities, such as, Alaskaõs capitol, Juneau, 
have stopped ÿuoridating their water. 

Even the American Dental Association, a major ÿuoridation supporter, 
now recommends that ÿuoridated water not be used for mixing infant for-
mula. While this announcement was a positive step towards recognizing 
the health effects of ÿuoride, low-income families have few real options 
for using un-ÿuoridated drinking water if the community they live in is 
ÿuoridated.  

Other Threats of Water Fluoridation
In addition to the recent science about the health risks of ÿuoridated 

water, one of the more surprising, yet undisputed facts about water ÿuo-
ridation is that the chemicals actually used to ÿuoridate drinking water, 
such as ÿuorosilicic acid, are industrial waste byproducts of the phosphate 
fertilizer industry. While the idea of adding an industrial waste byproduct 
to drinking water sounds too crazy to be true, ÿuoridation supporters, as 
well as the National Academy of Sciences, openly acknowledge this fact. 
Oregonõs lead ÿuoride promoter, for example, calls water ÿuoridation 
chemicals òa useful byproduct of the phosphate fertilizer industry.ó 

As waste products of industrial fertilizer production, however, ÿuorida-
tion chemicals also contain heavy metals, such as arsenic, mercury and 
lead. While this is also undisputed, ÿuoridation promoters argue that the 
levels of toxics are too small to worry about. 

Underneath this barrage of bad news about water ÿuoridation is some-
thing of a silver lining: the US Center for Disease Control now admits that 
a new scientiþc understanding of how ÿuoride works shows that ÿuoride 
works topically on teeth, and need not be swallowed to have a positive effect.

Contact your state legislators today and urge them to oppose the planned manda-
tory ÿuoridation bill. Contact Brent Foster at brentfoster@gorge.net for citations 
or documents to support any factual issue mentioned in the above article or to þnd 
out how you can help. 



BY ASANTE RIVERWIND, EASTERN FOREST ORGANIZER

Pioneering collaborative restoration efforts are 
emerging in Oregonõs national forests (see fall 
2006 Conifer, òMoving from Litigation Towards 
Cooperationó). Facilitators are bringing together 
conservationists, federal and state agencies, lo-
cal governments, community residents, timber 
representatives, and others to address ecological 
concerns and þnd common ground. Polariza-
tion and adversarial communication are slowly 
transforming into respectful dialogue. However, 
this process is not without contention, not just 
between conservation and timber, but within the 
conservation community itself. 

Seeing the forests for the trees can be problem-
atic. Forest ecosystems are complex interwoven 
systems, where many diverse components play 
integral roles shaping resiliency and ecologi-
cal functioning. Often over simpliþed quick-þx 
òwin-win solutions,ó such as commercial thin-
ning, are proposed that can cause more harm 
than good. 

To date management has been more a repeti-
tive series of belated òoops!ó realizations ñ after 
widespread ecological damage has occurred 
ñ than it has been an ecologically aware process 
conserving ecosystem integrity and learning 
guidance from the land itself. Todayõs forestõs 
real problems are the legacy from decades of 
ignoring ecological reality in favor of timber 
proþts. Perhaps the greatest change needed is the 
development of holistic awareness guiding forest 
ecosystem science and management.        

 In central and eastern Oregonõs þre ecology 
forests, efforts are fueled in part by concern over 
the increasing severity, extent, and frequency of 
þres. Timber representatives and federal agen-
cies, joined cautiously by some conservationists, 
propose thinning timber sales with restoration 
goals, using existing heavy ground-compacting 
machinery to remove enough small diameter 
trees to make it proþtable. Reducing stand densi-
ties has been postulated as a means of reducing 

Malheur collaborative group discussing restoration issues
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þre risks and recovering òforest health.ó Propo-
nents claim commercial thinning can fund need-
ed restoration, such as removing lower limbs 
and other þre-ladder fuels, conducting controlled 
burns, road removals, and watershed recovery. 

Differences of perception exist on the extent 
and levels of thinning that would be ecologically 
beneþcial, and whether thinning is beneþcial at 
all. While some forestry-based research advocates 
thinning, much of this is based upon industrial 
timberlands rather than complex natural forest 
ecosystems. Other scientiþc studies instead cau-
tion against thinning, recommending potentially 
more effective methods to accomplish restoration 
and þre reduction goals. 

Recent scientiþc research indicates effective þre 
severity risk reduction and forest ecosystem re-
covery is based more on restoring soils and water 
retention, concluding that commercial over-thin-
ning using heavy logging machinery may prove 

more detrimental in the long-run than leaving 
areas alone to nature ñ and to þre. Attempts to 
bridge differences must address impacts to soils, 
including use of new machinery that is lighter on 
the land than typical logging methods, and they 

must address sources of 
restoration funding other 
than timber proþts.

Incorporating scientiþc 
recommendations to re-
store soil resiliency and 
water availability can 
be a politically charged 
process. Credible stud-
ies show that, more 
than thinning, increas-
ing water availability 
in forest stands during 
summerõs dry season 
can signiþcantly reduce 
susceptibility to severe 
þres. Methods include 
restoring soil water 
retention, removing 
or restricting livestock 
grazing from all or part 
of a watershed, limiting 
or removing water diver-

sions, minimizing solar exposure of forest soils 
and water bodies, and protecting overstory trees. 

Collaborative groups sincerely intent on re-
ducing þre risk must address substantive is-
sues and supporting research, even if these are 
politically charged. If restoration goals are to be 
accomplished, relevant science must be incorpo-
rated in developing projects. 

Can projects include different science-based 
restoration methods and designs across the 
watershed, so the effectiveness of each can be 
assessed over time? Can we require selected 
methods be substantiated by scientiþc research 
and/or speciþc examples that have stood the 
tests of nature?  

To the extent it can be accomplished ecologi-
cally, it may be possible some commercial thin-
ning can be incorporated into restoration projects. 
However, projects should not be driven by timber 
proþts and fear-based illusions of reducing þre 
risk. While political expediency and timber com-
munity inclusion play roles in shaping collabora-
tive process, these must not jeopardize ecologi-
cal integrity or restoration effectiveness. Blending 
scientiþc research with restoration needs, we can 
work towards designing projects that can effec-
tively accomplish ecological recovery goals. 

Please join us for an exciting tour of Channel 
Islands National Park. We are offering 4-day, 
4-island cruises, cost $775, on April 13-16, May 
4-7, and July 20-23 visiting San Miguel, Santa 
Rosa, Santa Cruz & Anacapa Islands. Two 5-day, 
5-island cruises are planned for August 25-29 
and September 15-19, cost $925, visiting all of 
the islands of Channel Islands National Park, 
including tiny Santa Barbara Island.

These fundraising cruises depart from Santa Bar-
bara, California, aboard the 68ô twin-diesel Truth. 
Prices include assigned bunk, all meals, snacks, 
beverages and services of a ranger/naturalist 
who will travel with us to lead hikes and help 
identify plants, þowers, wildlife and remnants of 
the rich culture left behind by the Chumash peo-
ple. Proceeds will beneýt Sierra Club programs.

Activities include hiking, kayaking, swimming, 
snorkeling, beach combing, or just relaxing at 
sea. In spring, the islands are ablaze with wild-
þowers. The pristine waters of the Marine Sanc-
tuary churn with colorful ýsh and sea lions and 
will entice snorkelers and kayakers.

Each island is unique and offers special charm: 
San Miguel for its white, sandy beaches and 

huge congregation of elephant 
seals; Santa Rosa for its rare 
Torrey Pine forest; Santa Cruz 
for high mountains, deep valleys 
and the famous Painted Cave, 
Anacapa for the west coast 
brown pelican rookery, steep 
cliffs, a picturesque lighthouse 
and excellent snorkeling waters. 
Tiny Santa Barbara Island 
delights visitors with its friendly 
colony of frolicking sea lions. 

Proceeds will beneýt 
Sierra Clubôs Global 
Population & the Envi-
ronement Program.

To make a reservation, send $100, payable to 
Sierra Club, to leader Joan Jones Holtz at 11826 
The Wye St., El Monte, CA 91732. For more 
information, contact her at 626-443-0706 or 
jholtzhln@aol.com.

For island scenes, see www.truthaquatics.com/
hiking.htm.

Island Hopping in Channel Islands National Park, CA
ñWhales, Pinnipeds, & Wildþowersò

Cuyler Harbor, San Miguel Island

Available at: Amazon.com, Herbal 
Exchange, Mirador, Wallace Books, 
GR Scrub, Broadway Books, Master 
Place, Portico House, The Childrensõ 

Exchange, and www.greenhome
publishing.com, 503-760-6678.




