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Please save the date. The
Oregon Chapteris 30th Anni-
versary Gala is May 3. The
Gala will be held at beautiful
Camp Angelos located on the
Sandy River in Corbett. Tickets
will be $30, more information
coming soon! For more infor-
mation, contact Tammar at 503-
238-0442 x300. See you there!
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Nope. The same pne people
were elected again! Congratu-
lations to Chair Jill Workman,
Vice-Chair Jerry Sutherland
and Secretary Brent Foster.
Thanks for last yearis service,
and welcome back!
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2008 is a landmark year for the
Oregon Chapter: We turn 30!
Weire planning the celebration
of our illustrious past and our
vision for the future. Weire col-
lecting stories and photographs
of our past and the people who
helped depne us as an organi-
zation. Have a story to share?
Send it to Chair Jill Workman
for the Gala, for our archives
and possible posting to the Web,
and for use in other anniver-
sary materials. You can write to
Jill at jill.workman@oregon.
sierraclub.org.
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BY LESLEY ADAMS

Adventure author Zane Grey once urged sentimen-
tal pshermen to, d0band together to protect so much
of vanishing America for their children.é Along with
pshermen, southern Oregon civic leaders and coastal
businesses are pnally able to celebrate a sliver of that
vanishing America Zane Grey spoke of more than a half
century ago: a proposal to create a 13,700-acre Copper
Salmon Wilderness Area. The proposal passed a signip-
cant milestone in January when the US Senate Energy
and Natural Resources Committee approved the Cop-
per Salmon Wilderness Act. Introduced by Senator Ron
Wyden, the bill would protect an Oregon coastal gem,
the Elk River, famous for its rich salmon and steelhead
populations.

A broad coalition has worked for more than a decade
to secure these protections for the Elk River and many,
including the Oregon Chapter Sierra Club, are hopeful
that Congress will soon pass legislation for this much-
deserving river system. The continued decline of wild
salmon from what was once a robust ecological and
economic engine is the sounding of a great alarm that
demands a fervent conservation commitment for these
iconic creatures. The Sierra Club applauds the effort in
Congress to protect the Copper Salmon, and we ask that
Senators Wyden and Smith embolden their efforts to
protect Oregonds rivers and restore salmon populations
by turning their attention to the Rogue River.

Anyone who has had the opportunity to visit the
Rogue quickly becomes smitten with its beauty and
wildness. The river has positively impacted count-
less lives, from young boys learning to psh with their
fathers, to families from Chicago vacationing on a raft
with the chance to see an osprey soar, a black bear
stumble, or a salmon jump. Boxing champion George
Foreman said in 2006 that it was on the banks of the
Rogue River that he started to dream and turn his life
around after a troubled childhood in Texas. It was the
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Rogue River that the Wounded Warrior Project chose in
2007 as a destination to help severely injured Iraq War
veterans get on with their lives. The experiences offered
by this river are truly gifts to be treasured, and certainly
the river itself must receive the strongest protections
available so that future generations may benept from
the Rogue as people have for thousands of years.
continued on back page
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Rafting a Wild & Scenic stretch of the Rogue River
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Your Sierra Club Board of Directors vote is just as
important as a vote for the US Presidency!

In the upcoming election for the national Sierra Clubis
Board of Directors, the Oregon Chapter recommends a
vote for:

Jerry Sutherland
Larry Fahn

Jim Dougherty
Lane Boldman
Dave Scott
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As a Sierra Club member, you will soon receive your
2008 board of directors election ballot. The board of direc-
tors of the Sierra Club is elected to serve the membership
in deciding policy, conducting governance, and keeping
the Club effective in pursuing our key mission to explore,
enjoy and protect the Earth. The board is the highest
governing body in the Club. It consists of 15 members, of
whom pve stand for election every year. Yearly participa-
tion in elections at all Club levels is a major membership
duty. This board sets Club policy and budgets at the
national level and works closely with the staff to run the
Club. Voting for candidates who express your views on
how the Club should grow and change is both a privilege
and responsibility of membership.

This year, the Oregon Chapter Executive Committee,
after considering statements from all the candidates, has
recommended a slate of pve candidates (see above).

Ballot statements have been prepared by all of the can-
didates and will accompany the ballot for delivery by

mail or online to the membership in early March. Ballots
must be cast by the third week in April.

How can | participate when | donit know any of these
people? How do I learn more? Talk with your group
and chapter leadership and other experienced mem-
bers you know. Read any mailers you might receive on
the election. Visit the Clubis website, which will have
the candidatesi answers to questions posed by various
Club entities: www.sierraclub.org/bod/2008election/
candidateforum. Feel free to contact the candidates by
telephone, e-mail or post. They do want to hear from
you! Use your own judgment by taking the time to read
their ballot statements.

Cast your ballot for the 2008 board of directors. The
environment and the Sierra Club are depending on you.
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USPS 117-710) is published quarterly by
the Oregon Chapter of the Sierra Club,
2950 SE Stark St., Suite 110, Portland, OR
97214, a division of the national Sierra
Club, 85 Second St., 2nd Fl., San Fran-
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price of the Oregon Conifer is $12 per
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cluded in your national Sierra Club dues
along with a subscription to your local
groupis newsletter and to the

national Sierra Clubis Sierra magazine.

Copyright 2008, Oregon Chapter of the
Sierra Club. Material, including photos, is
not to be reproduced without permission.
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Oregon Conifer Address Changes
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Chair: Jill Workman

Vice-Chair: Jerry Sutherland

Secretary: Brent Foster

Treasurer (Non-ExCom): Michelle Peterson
At-large members:

Joseph Vaile, Scott Jerger, Ralph Bloemers,
Gretchen Valido, Erin Madden, Bob Palzer
(designee for Rogue Group), Ramona Rex

GROUP CHAIRPERSONS
Columbia: Jeff Fryer

Juniper: Fred Tanis and Gretchen Valido
Many Rivers: Shannon Wilson

Marys Peak: Barry Wulff

Rogue: Tom Dimitre

GROUP CONTACT INFORMATION

A Columbia Group
2950 SE Stark Street, Suite 110
Portland, 97214
503-231-0507 x16

A Juniper Group
POB 6376, Bend, 97708-6376

A Many Rivers Group
POB 11211, Eugene, 97440
541-338-8604

A Marys Peak Group
POB 863, Corvallis, 97339

A Rogue Group
84 Fourth Street

2950 SE Stark Street, Suite 110
Portland, 97214
503-238-0442, fax 503-238-6281

Tammar Zea
Ofpce Manager, x300
tammar.zea@sierraclub.org

Ivan Maluski

Conservation Coordinator, x304
ivan.maluski@sierraclub.org

Asante Riverwind

Eastern Oregon Forest Organizer
POB 5534, Bend, 97708

541-322-4065 ofpce, 541-306-7737 peld
asante.riverwind@sierraclub.org
Robin Hartmann

LNG Organizer

541-672-3694, robinhartmann@msn.com
Nathan Jones

Sierra Student Coalition Coordinator
nejones7@excite.com

CHAPTER-LEVEL
ISSUE COORDINATORS
Conservation Chair: Kendra Kimbirauskas
Air Quality/Chemical Weapons:

Bob Palzer
Energy: Fred Heutte
Factory Farms: Kendra Kimbirauskas
Federal Forestlands:

South @ Joseph Vaile, East 6 Marilyn Miller,
Central 6 Shannon Wilson

Liquidped Natural Gas: Greg Jacob
Mt. Hood: Ralph Bloemers

Population: Ramona Rex

Salmon: Jeff Fryer

Tillamook State Forest: Donald Fontenot
Water: Scott Jerger

Wildlife: Sally Mackler

ADDITIONAL CHAPTER
COORDINATORS
Council of Club Leaders
Representative: Gretchen Valido
Alternate: Jill Workman
Fundraising Chair; Sunil Shenoy
History & Records: Ron Eber
Legal Chair: Scott Jerger
Oregon Conifer Editor: Jim Flynn
Outings: John Berry
PAC Compliance Ofpcer: David Rees
PAC Treasurer: Christel Eichner
Personnel Chair: Joseph Vaile
Political Chair: Bill Parker
Webmaster: Alicia Emel

NORTHWEST REGIONAL OFFICE
2950 SE Stark St., Ste. 100, Portland, 97214
503-243-6656, fax 503-238-6281

Nat Parker

Regional Representative, x303
nat.parker@sierraclub.org

Emily Bartha, BEC, x301
emily.bartha@sierraclub.org

Periodicals postage paid at Portland, OR
Ashland, 97520

OREGON CHAPTER

Chapter Calendar

The next Executive Committee meet-
ings are a conference call March 13 at 6
pm and a Saturday in May TBA.

Oregon Conifer Deadline

NEW SCHEDULE: The quarterly
roation was moved forward one month.
Submit letters, articles, announcements
and ads for consideration for the Sum-
mer edition by May 5.

Chapter Thanks

Thanks to Robert Dawson (ofpce) and
Nancy Hatch (calendar sales).

John Berry

541-929-5794
john.berry@oregon.sierraclub.org
Ralph Bloemers

503-238-5339, ralph@crag.org
Scott Chapman

503-235-0125

Tom Dimitre

541-488-4601, tdimitre@earthlink.net

Christel Eichner
503-724-2694
eichnerland@hotmail.com
Ron Eber

Alicia Emel
webmaster@oregon.sierraclub.org
Donald Fontenot

503-704-3116

Editoris Note:
Individual views expressed herein do not

necessarily reyect the policies of the
Sierra Club.

Brent Foster
541-380-1334
brentfoster@gorge.net

scott.chapman@oregon.sierraclub.org

503-585-2640, ronaldeber@comcast.net

donald.fontenot@oregon.sierraclub.org

Global Trade: Erica Maharg
High Desert: Anne Mitchell
Land Use/Transportation: Scott Chapman

Christine Caurant, BEC, x302
christine.caurant@sierraclub.org
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Jim Flynn Erica Maharg Sunil Shenoy
541-741-9193, jimyynn@efn.org 503-380-4242 503-629-4909
Jeff Fryer globaltradecmte@yahoo.com sunil.shenoy@

503-452-1535
jeff.fryer@oregon.sierraclub.org
Fred Heutte

503-222-9572
fred.heutte@oregon.sierraclub.org
Greg Jacob

503-691-8397

gregj@verizon.net

Scott Jerger

503-542-2015
scott.jerger@oregon.sierraclub.org
Kendra Kimbirauskas
503-997-7438
kendrakimbirauskas@yahoo.com
Sally Mackler

Marilyn Miller
541-389-9115
goosemiller@msn.com
Anne Mitchell
highdesert@oregon.sierraclub.org
Bill Parker

503-250-0234
bill-parker@msn.com
Bob Palzer

541-482-2492
bob.palzer@sierraclub.org
Michelle Peterson
503-431-6305
michelle.peterson@
oregon.sierraclub.org

oregon.sierraclub.org

Jerry Sutherland

503-233-1552
jerry.sutherland@sierraclub.org
Fred Tanis

541-385-3144
tanisfred@hotmail.com

Joseph Vaile

541-488-5789, joseph@kswild.org
Gretchen Valido
gretchen.valido@
oregon.sierraclub.org

Shannon Wilson

541-746-3371, tsuga@efn.org
Jill Workman

541-846-6148 David Rees 503-654-8670
wildlife@oregon.sierraclub.org 503-234-8692, drees@ssbls.com jil.workman@
Erin Madden Ramona Rex oregon.sierraclub.org

503-753-1310
erin.madden@oregon.sierraclub.org

503-649-1467
ramona.rex@oregon.sierraclub.org

Barry Wulff
541-929-6272, wulffb@peak.org
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BY JERRY SUTHERLAND, VICE-CHAIR

You have the power to make a difference. These words are descriptive
of Sierra Club members and supporters who, through activism and gen-
erous pnancial contributions, make the work of the Sierra Club possible.

The Oregon Chapter is making a difference all across the state.
During the pnal year of the Bush administration, we have prioritized
the protection of old-growth forests and critical salmon watersheds
threatened by the administrationis latest plans to ramp up logging
on 2.5 million acres of Bureau of Land Management forest in west-
ern Oregon. In central and eastern Oregon, our staff and volunteers
ground-truth timber sales to protect threatened ancient trees and
wildlife, while also advocating for restoration.

Every year, our volunteers lead educational outings to Oregonis
high desert, and organize annual service trips to pull barbed wire
fence out of the Steens Mountain Wilderness.

In 2008 we will continue to campaign to bring about clean energy
policies that reduce greenhouse gas emissions and combat global
warming. We are taking Portland General Electric to court to clean up
its coal-pred power plant near the Columbia River in eastern Oregon.

Please partner with us by making a pnancial gift to the Oregon
Chapter. Your gift will make a difference for Oregonis environment
by aiding outstanding and effective conservation work across the
stateAwork that makes a positive and lasting impact on Oregonis
land, air, water and wildlife.

Those wishing to donate to the Oregon Chapter now have the option
of donating via credit card. Select the 0Donate6 button on our webpage
(www.oregon.sierraclub.org), where you can make either a one-time or
monthly donation. Contributions by check may be sent to the Chapter
ofpce (address above). Contributions are not tax deductible unless
your check is made payable to the Sierra Club Foundation.

We hope you will consider making a monthly donation to support
the on-going work of the Oregon Chapter. As little as $10 per month
can make a tremendous difference. You can also make a gift in honor
of a friend or loved oneis birthday, or some other special occasion.

Please give generously for the benept of Oregonis environment!
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BY BiLL PARKER, PoLiTicaL CoMmMmITTEE CHAIR

This is an exciting year for the Oregon Chapter Political Committee. Like none other in
recent memory, this election will help determine whether we make progress or move in
the wrong direction when it comes to protecting our environment. Will we pass compre-
hensive legislation that takes on global climate change? Will we protect forests, wilderness,
air and water? By building and maintaining environmental majorities at the local, state
and federal levels, the answer to these questions is 0Yes!0

As a result, we have a full plate of political endorsements and a full range of campaign
activities in the works for 2008. One endorsement has already been made, several more
are forthcoming, and we will be actively supporting several candidates who can bring
environmental majorities to local, state and federal ofpces.

In late 2007, the Sierra Club endorsed John Kroger for Attorney General in order to
make environmental advocacy and enforcement a key part of the job for the stateis top
cop. We were one of Johnis prst major organizational endorsements and the prst by an
environmental group. Also on the state level, there are several races including Secretary
of State, State Treasurer and several state Senate and House races where we may make
additional endorsements before the May 20 primary. (Check our website listed below for
the latest endorsements.)

On the national level, we are preparing to endorse several current members of Congress
who are ably representing Oregon and helping protect our environment. We are also
looking very closely at the US Senate race and could be making a primary endorsement
as soon as early March.

Another key race to watch will be for Oregonis Fifth Congressional District, which runs
from West Linn and Oregon City, to Corvallis, Salem and the central coast. Representative
Darlene Hooley recently announced her resignation from this seat after years of earning
the Sierra Clubis endorsement and reliably supporting good environmental legislation.
Electing a strong environmental candidate to take her place is a top priority.

The members of your 2008 Oregon Chapter Political Committee are: Chair Bill Parker;
Gretchen Valido 6 Juniper Group; Marilyn Hinds 8 Marys Peak Group; Sally Nunn 8 Many
Rivers Group; Tom Dimitre 8 Rogue Group; Nancy Hatch 6 Columbia Group; At Large
0 Ralph Bloemers and Carol Porto. We are also accepting new volunteers who want to
get involved in electing pro-environment candidates around the state, so please contact
us with your input, as well as your availability.

To keep up to date on these exciting events and more, you can go to the Oregon Chapter
Political Committee website at http://oregon.sierraclub.org/political/index.asp.
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BY BoB PALZER, CHEMICAL WEAPONS IssUE COORDINATOR

In 1996, the Oregon Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) issued
a permit to the US Army and Raytheon (now Washington Demilitarization
Company) to build and operate a hazardous waste incinerator for the dis-
posal of the more than 3,700 tons of chemical warfare agents stored at the
Umatilla Army Depot. This facility, ofpcially called the Umatilla Chemical
Weapons Disposal Facility (UMCDF), is located just outside of Hermiston
and in close proximity to the Hanford Reach of the Columbia River, a major
salmon breeding and fry rearing area for this endangered species.

Since then, the Sierra Club and other citizens groups and organizations
have been challenging the legality of the permit. Since 2004, the burning
of weapons of mass destruction has been ongoing. Most Oregonians donit
realize the struggle to ensure worker and public health. Environmental pro-
tection efforts continue in the courts in Portland, and signipcant victories
towards these ends have been accomplished.

For example, Oregon Circuit Court Judge Michael Marcus ruled in one of
the earlier rounds that the permit issued by DEQ did not reach the level of
whistleblower protections required by law and directed the Army and their
contractor to increase those protections for workers at the facility. This was,
unfortunately, well after the allegations by construction workers of signip-
cant agent exposures. A conpdential hotline allowing workers to submit
conpdential accounts of agent releases, violations of permit conditions,
unsafe working conditions, and other incidents has been established.

In subsequent actions over the years additional accomplishments have
been realized, although the burning continues. But we arenit giving up!
The results of the latest victories include the Circuit Court sending the
permit back to the governor-appointed Environmental Quality Commis-
sion (EQC) to review and reconsider what is the 0Best Available Technol-
ogy6 (BAT) as required by Oregon law for the treatment of whatfs called
osecondary waste.0 Secondary waste includes agent-contaminated liquids,
solids, carbon plters, protective gear (as shown in the photo) and other
hazardous materials. Not surprisingly, the Army wants to burn this mate-
rial too, even though the dunnage incinerator that was supposed to do so
was intentionally not built because experience at chemical weapons sites
elsewhere demonstrated that dunnage incinerators donit work.

Instead of the dunnage incinerator, the Army has proposed using a metal
parts furnace and the Deactivation Furnace System, which are already
there, but were never designed to burn this sort of mixed waste stream. If
youire thinking, dwait a minute, the Army designed a special furnace to
burn this waste, it doesnit work, so they are trying to convince the citizens
and regulators that the two other furnaces that were not designed for this
material will work,6 youire not losing your mind, its true.

Needless to say, those who have been pghting the incinerator are de-
manding a fair and open process of consideration of alternative methods to
get rid of this stuff. Oregon regulators are trying their best to weasel out of
such a transparent review, but we are insisting on nothing less.

Last October the EQC didnit even hold a public hearing and gave the
public less than a weekis notice that the DEQ would be presenting a pro-
posal to the EQC for making a BAT determination, which they accepted
essentially without deliberation. This process was such a sham, that the
DEQ/EQC are now forced to have a public hearing with proper public
notice. However, the DEQ recommendation remains unchanged from that
made last fall. Specipcally it states: 0The DEQ recommends the EQC deter-
mine that current technologies available at the UMCDF are BAT for second-
ary waste treatment.o

This is in contradiction of Oregon law that requires that the EQC select the
BAT. Numerous technology providers have better technologies that the Army
is or shortly will be using elsewhere. Providers of these should be allowed
to make a presentation prior to making a BAT determination. Furthermore,
since the metal parts furnace and the Deactivation Furnace System were not
designed for treatment of these secondary wastes, they should at a minimum
do trial burns using the appropriate monitoring for agent and other air toxics
detection to support their unsubstantiated claim that this methodology will
work, let alone meet the requirements of a BAT determination.

Another tremendous legal accomplishment has been the Circuit Courtis
agreement that the discovery of high levels of mercury in the 2.339 tons
of mustard agent voids the original permit allowing this material to be
burned. Thus, the Oregon regulators have been directed to review this por-
tion of the permit to re-evaluate whether or not such an approach meets the
BAT requirement in Oregon law. This development could lead to an alter-
native approach to treatment of over 60% of the original tonnage of agents
stored in Oregon. It is our objective to have a safer, more environmentally
protective disposal process implemented for all the mustard agent stored at
Umatilla, none of which has been incinerated because of the serious prob-
lems encountered when attempting to incinerate mustard gas.

Interestingly enough, bulk mustard agent, identical to that in Oregon,
was neutralized in Maryland in relatively close proximity to Baltimore,
Maryland, and Washington, DC, with no environmental violations because
residents of Maryland demanded the safest approach. The prst step of the
process was a chemical neutralization of the agent with hot water, a process
developed by the Army. All water is recycled, requiring less than 90% of
the water that will be released out of the stacks along with the mercury and
other hazardous air toxics that cannot be destroyed by burning if incin-
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eration is used. The Maryland stockpile was somewhat smaller than that
stored at Umatilla. The entire Maryland stockpile was disposed of essen-
tially on schedule, within budget faster and at lower cost than if it was all
incinerated. To date, none of the chemical weapons sites using incineration
have operated within budget, on schedule, or without environmental viola-
tions, and with full public support.

Does Oregon deserve any less?

With your help, there is a good chance the toxics associated with burning
over 4,000,000 pounds of chemical agents can be avoided. This is why we
continue to pght. This is why we remain engaged. This is why we need the
continued support of as many people as possible.

Herels how you can help:

Come to the hearing March 13 at the UMCDF Outreach Ofpce at 190 E.
Main St. in Hermiston.

The DEQ will accept written or oral comments at the hearing or by mail,
fax, or e-mail. Please send written comments to Richard C. Duval, Admin-
istrator, at DEQ Chemical Demilitarization Program, 256 E. Hurlburt Ave.,
Hermiston, OR 97838; 541-567-4741 (fax); or cdp@deq.state.or.us Please put
OPublic Commento in the subject line. All comments must be received by 5
pm on March 14 to be part of the public record.

These litigation and public education efforts are very costly because we are
sparing with the US Army, US attorney general, Oregon attorney general that
represents the EQC and DEQ, and a private Portland law prm representing
Washington Demilitarization Company. Taxpayer-funded organizations are
very expensive to litigate against. We have the best legal specialists for this
type of litigation representing us in these efforts. Please mail a 100% tax-de-
ductible contributions made out to the 0Sierra Club Foundationé with 0Or-
egon Legal Defensed in the memo. (Please send them to Chapter Treasurer
Michelle Peterson at the chapter ofpce listed on page two.)

The more you contribute, not only will you be helping us directly, but
also the greater likelihood that we will continue to receive pnancial support
from foundations that have helped support these efforts for well over the
past decade.

photo courtesy US Army Chemical Materials Agency
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The deadly business of WMD dispoal
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To the Editor,

The United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization states that global food
prices rose 40% in 2007 alone, in large part because of biofuel production. A lack of
scientipc and economic understanding by American and European Union politicians
has endangered the human food supply, and food banks right here in America are
running low on supplies. Americans are paying record high prices for food because
hiofuels are causing worldwide food price hyperinyation, and biofuels are far worse
for the environment and more expensive than using imported oil. Biofuel produc-
tion displaces normal agricultural activity and distorts global food markets with
disastrous results. At this very moment, Brazilians are burning down the Amazon
rainforest basin to grow more biofuels and food, because American politicians have
inyated the price of soybeans, corn, and sugarcane sky high with their biofuel man-
dates. Now Brazilian farmers have a gold rush style pnancial incentive to destroy
the very lungs of the world, the Amazon basin. Farming contributes more to global
warming each year than all land, sea and air transportation combined, in part
because nitrogen fertilizers react with the soil to unleash nitrous oxide, a greenhouse
gas 296 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. Biofuels cost the human race tre-
mendously more than using imported oil if you add up all the negatives: high direct
fuel cost, food price inyation, pure water lost to irrigation, increased environmental
damage. The biofuel food price spiral has just begun, and Washingtonds ill-considered
bhiofuel mandates will undoubtedly become a political scandal.

[For more information, go to http://home.att.net/~meditation/bio-fuel-hoax.html.]
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