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The newly elected members of
the 2008 Oregon Chapter Execu-
tive Committee are Brent Foster,
Ralph Bloemers and Ramona
Rex (tie), Jerry Sutherland and
Jill Workman. Thanks to depart-
ing volunteers Sunil Shenoy and
Mary Anderson.

LO00i0mnoindidnon
2008 is a landmark year for the
Oregon Chapter: We turn 30!
Weire gathering a team to plan
the celebration of our illustrious
past and our vision for the fu-
ture. Weire collecting stories and
photographs of our past and the
people who helped depne us as
an organization. Have a story to
share? Send it to Chapter Chair
Jill Workman for our archives and
possible posting to the web or use
in other anniversary materials.
You can write to Jill at: jill.
workman@oregon.sierraclub.org.
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The Oregon legislature is plan-
ning its prst-ever osupplemental
session@in February. Stay tuned to
the Oregon Chapter{s legislative
tracking website at www.oregon.
sierraclub.org/tracker to pnd out
about hearings, appointments
and upcoming legislation we
need to watch and weigh in on.
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BY NAT PARKER, NORTHWEST REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE

For over 25 years, Oregonis largest utility company,
Portland General Electric (PGE) has operated a
585-megawatt coal-pred power plant in Boardman.
Constructed without modern emissions controls, the
plant is the largest stationary source of air and global
warming pollution in Oregon i emitting carbon
dioxide, mercury, soot and smog pollution at levels well
above those considered safe under the Clean Air Act.

The Sierra Club has been part of a team of
environmental groups working with PGE to pnd
ways to clean up the Boardman plant and move the
companyis operations to clean renewable power and
energy efpciency. Unfortunately, PGE has been unwilling
to make the investments necessary to modernize the
Boardman facility with more efpcient pollution controls.
Instead, the company has dug its heels into the ground
and plans to continue burning coal until the year 2040.

As the Sierra Club focuses its efforts to pght global
warming, stopping the coal rush is a high priority in our
climate recovery program. Across the country, the Club
has stopped the development of dozens of new coal plants
and is working to clean up the old plants that continue to
dirty the air and dump carbon into the atmosphere.

For PGE, the writing should be on the wall. Nationally
and regionally, our leaders are working to develop
legislation to set limits on the amount of carbon we can
emit into our air and are pushing for the development

of both a regional and national cap and trade system

for CO,. In December 2007, Oregonis other large private

utility, PacipCorp, announced that it would back away

from plans to build any new coal-pred power plants

because the likelihood of new national carbon emissions

legislation made the projects ono longer viable.d

PGEi(s unwillingness to clean up its act at Boardman is

irresponsible and deserves serious public attention.
continued on page 5
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Santa stopped by PGEds Portland ofpce to tell them they wonit be
getting any presents this year since they have been naughty.
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BY RALPH BLOEMERS, ExecuTivVE COMMITTEE, AND
EMILY BARTHA, BUILDING ENVIRONMENTAL COMMUNITIES

Our use of carbon has been a rite of passage. The car,
the plane and other modern technologies we depend
on have left a resounding mark on the last century of
human progress. Today we are faced with two stark
truths: greenhouse gasses have substantially altered the
natural carbon balance in our atmosphere, and the role
of humans in the overall increase in the Earthis tempera-
ture is real and present. We are now at a critical juncture
where we must choose to move beyond the carbon-
based systems of the past to a new energy future.

The proof that global warming is occurring is exceed-
ingly evident in our daily lives as we see more storms,
hotter and more frequent wildpres, and increased vari-
ability in temperatures. It is no longer a distant threat.
At long last, the United States has woken up to the
threat of climate change. Regular citizens, including
an ever-growing youth movement, are now engaging
in debates over energy bills in ways that elected of-
pcials never imagined. Now that the United States has
pnally moved past the denial and debate over whether
greenhouse gas emissions are linked to global warming,
society can focus on innovative ideas and solutions.

Nationally, the Sierra Club is prioritizing its activities
to focus on clean energy solutions. Here in Oregon, we
have some excellent people on our staff working both lo-
cally and regionally to bring our grassroots membership
together around solving the climate crisis. The Building
Environmental Communities program in Portland is
launching a Cool Tri-County Campaign to get the metro
area on track to meeting an 80% reduction in carbon
emissions by 2050. The campaign will be working to
educate the public about personal actions they can take to
reduce their own carbon footprint and at the same time
demanding that decision makers take meaningful action.

In January, people all over the United States will
come together for Focus the Nation, an unprecedented
educational initiative focused on pnding global warm-

ing solutions and engaging citizens with the nationds
decision-makers. Focus the Nation events are being

held in all 50 states at more than 1,000 universities, high
schools, middle schools, places of worship, civic organi-
zations and businesses (visit www.focusthenation.org to
pnd an event near you). This will be the largest teach-in
on an environmental issue in US history with a core goal
A prepare millions of students to be leaders in the larg-
est challenge civilization has ever faced.

OnJanuary 31, the Sierra Club is participating in the
Focus the Nation event being held at the University of
Portland. The event is expected to draw 3,000 attend-
ees as well as a host of representatives from non-propt
organizations, community groups, clean energy indus-
tries, local governments and educational institutions.
The main event runs from 589 pm at the Chiles Center. A
Live Wire! show featuring climate-change-themed com-
edy, interviews and music will kick off the event. Oregon
Public Broadcasting (OPB) will then air a 6Green Democ-
racy6 forum featuring nine students from across the state
in a dialog with Oregon policy makers Governor Ted
Kulongoski and Congressman Earl Blumenauer. OPB
has cancelled regular programming to run this event.

continued on page 4

0000000000000 000000000

00000000000000000000 nooiooo
~:e4 00000000 B
O 1 [ [ 1| [ [ 0] Hn —

8 0 T T M




& 0000000
100000

Volume 31 A Number 1

The Oregon Conifer (ISSN 0164-5536,
USPS 117-710) is published quarterly by
the Oregon Chapter of the Sierra Club,
2950 SE Stark St., Suite 110, Portland, OR
97214, a division of the national Sierra
Club, 85 Second St., 2nd Fl., San Fran-
cisco, CA 94105-3441. The subscription
price of the Oregon Conifer is $12 per
year, which for members is already
included in your national Sierra Club
dues, along with a subscription to your
local groupis newsletter and to the
national Sierra Clubis Sierra magazine.

Copyright 2008, Oregon Chapter of the
Sierra Club. Material, including photos, is
not to be reproduced without permission.
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Oregon Conifer Address Changes

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Chair: Jill Workman

Vice-Chair: Jerry Sutherland

Secretary: Brent Foster

Treasurer (Non-ExCom): Michelle Peterson
At-large members:

Joseph Vaile, Scott Jerger, Ralph Bloemers,
Sunil Shenoy, Gretchen Valido,

Erin Madden, Bob Palzer (designee for
Rogue Group)

GROUP CHAIRPERSONS
Columbia: Jeff Fryer

Juniper: Fred Tanis and Gretchen Valido
Many Rivers: Shannon Wilson

Marys Peak: Barry Wulff

Rogue: Tom Dimitre

GROUP CONTACT INFORMATION

A Columbia Group
2950 SE Stark Street, Suite 110
Portland, 97214
503-231-0507 x16

A Juniper Group
POB 6376, Bend, 97708-6376

A Many Rivers Group
POB 11211, Eugene, 97440
541-338-8604

2950 SE Stark Street, Suite 110 A Marys Peak Group
Portland, OR 97214 POB 863, Corvallis, 97339
Periodicals postage paid at Portland, OR A Rogue Group

84 Fourth Street, Ashland, 97520

Chapter Calendar

The next Executive Committee meeting
is a conference call January 17 at 5:30.

Oregon Conifer Deadline
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OREGON CHAPTER

2950 SE Stark Street, Suite 110
Portland, 97214

503-238-0442, fax 503-238-6281

Tammar Zea

Ofpce Manager, x300
tammar.zea@sierraclub.org

Ivan Maluski

Conservation Coordinator, x304
ivan.maluski@sierraclub.org

Asante Riverwind

Eastern Oregon Forest Organizer
POB 5534, Bend, 97708

541-322-4065 ofpce, 541-306-7737 peld
asante.riverwind@sierraclub.org
Robin Hartmann

LNG Organizer

541-672-3694, robinhartmann@msn.com
Nathan Jones

Sierra Student Coalition Coordinator
nejones7@excite.com

CHAPTER-LEVEL
ISSUE COORDINATORS
Conservation Chair: Kendra Kimbirauskas
Air Quality/Chemical Weapons:

Bob Palzer
Energy: Fred Heutte
Factory Farms: Kendra Kimbirauskas
Federal Forestlands:

South @ Joseph Vaile, East 0 Marilyn Miller,
Central 8 Shannon Wilson
Global Trade: Erica Maharg
High Desert: Ken Snider

Land Use/Transportation: Scott Chapman
Liquidped Natural Gas: Kristin Lee

Mt. Hood: Ralph Bloemers

Population: Ramona Rex

Salmon: Jeff Fryer

Tillamook State Forest: Donald Fontenot
Water: Scott Jerger

Wildlife: Sally Mackler

ADDITIONAL CHAPTER
COORDINATORS
Council of Club Leaders
Representative: Gretchen Valido
Alternate: Jill Workman
Fundraising Chair: Sunil Shenoy
History & Records: Ron Eber
Legal Chair: Scott Jerger
Oregon Conifer Editor: Jim Flynn
Outings: John Berry
PAC Compliance Ofpcer: David Rees
PAC Treasurer: Christel Eichner
Personnel Chair; Joseph Vaile
Political Chair: Bill Parker
Webmaster: Alicia Emel

NORTHWEST REGIONAL OFFICE
2950 SE Stark St., Ste. 100, Portland, 97214
503-243-6656, fax 503-238-6281

Nat Parker

Regional Representative, x303
nat.parker@sierraclub.org

Emily Bartha, BEC, x301
emily.bartha@sierraclub.org

Christine Caurant, BEC, x302
christine.caurant@sierraclub.org
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John Berry Jim Flynn Erica Maharg Ken Snider
. . 541-929-5794 541-741-9193, jimyynn@efn.org 503-380-4242 503-491-7636 x325
NEW SCHEDULE: quarterly roat'_on john.berry@oregon.sierraclub.org Jeff Fryer globaltradecmte@yahoo.com highdesert@
moved forward one month. Submit Ralph Bloemers 503-452-1535 Marilyn Miller oregon.sierraclub.org
letters, articles, announcements and 503-238-5339, ralph@crag.org jeff.fryer@oregon.sierraclub.org 541-389-9115, goosemiller@msn.com Jerry Sutherland
Scott Chapman Fred Heutte Bill Parker 503-233-1552

ads for consideration for the Spring 503-235-0125

issue by FEBRUARY 5. scott.chapman@oregon.sierraclub.org
Tom Dimitre
Chapter Thanks 541-488-4601, tdimitre@earthlink.net

Christel Eichner
503-724-2694
eichnerland@hotmail.com

Thanks to our dedicated ofpce and
Building Environmental Communities

503-222-9572
fred.heutte@oregon.sierraclub.org
Scott Jerger

503-542-2015
scott.jerger@oregon.sierraclub.org
Kendra Kimbirauskas
503-997-7438

503-250-0234
bill-parker@msn.com

Bob Palzer

541-482-2492
bob.palzer@sierraclub.org
Michelle Peterson
503-431-6305

jerry.sutherland@sierraclub.org
Fred Tanis

541-385-3144
tanisfred@hotmail.com

Joseph Vaile

541-488-5789, joseph@kswild.org
Gretchen Valido

Ron Eber kendrakimbirauskas@yahoo.com michelle.peterson@ gretchen.valido@
volunteers (See below)! 503-585-2640, ronaldeber@comcast.net  Kristin Lee Y oregon.sierraclub.org oregon.sierraclub.org

Alicia Emel 503-293-5997 David Rees Shannon Wilson

webmaster@oregon.sierraclub.org kristin.lee@oregon.sierraclub.org 503-234-8692, drees@ssbls.com 541-746-3371, tsuga@efn.org
Editoris Note: Donald Fontenot Sally Mackler Ramona Rex Jill Workman

503-704-3116
donald.fontenot@oregon.sierraclub.org
Brent Foster

541-380-1334

brentfoster@gorge.net

Individual views expressed herein do not
necessarily reyect the policies of the
Sierra Club.

541-846-6148
wildlife@oregon.sierraclub.org
Erin Madden

503-753-1310
erin.madden@oregon.sierraclub.org

503-654-8670
jillworkman@

503-649-1467
ramona.rex@oregon.sierraclub.org
Sunil Shenoy oregon.sierraclub.org
503-629-4909 Barry Wulff
sunil.shenoy@oregon.sierraclub.org 541-929-6272, wulffb@peak.org

Houinoooidipiiuibiguobipd

The Sierra Club Board of Directors adopted a new population policy on No-
vember 17. The new policy highlights the link between environmental stress
and a growing human population. It supports the programs proven effective in
slowing population growth, programs that provide access to culturally appro-
priate voluntary family planning, health care, education, and opportunity for
women. The policy also acknowledges the role of dwestern consumerismé in
contributing to global environmental degradation, and calls for the creation of
oenvironmentally responsible societies.6

Global population stands at 6.6 billion. Although birth rates have been fall-
ing worldwide, the number of people currently in their reproductive years
will lead to an increasing world population before it is predicted to stabilize at
around nine billion by 2050.

Strong support of womenis empowerment and funding of both domestic
and international family planning will help stabilize human population, and at
some future point, dmake a smaller population a realistic possibility.6 The new
population policy gives the Sierra Club an excellent platform to advocate for
healthier families and a healthier planet.

You can read the new Sierra Club population policy at www.sierraclub.org/
policy/conservation/population.pdf.
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Nancy Hatch, Peter Klauer, Glenn Thompson, Gary Hancock, Scott Chapman,
Christine Lewis, Gerik Kransky, Dena Turner, Dena Wright, Jim Norman, Bill
Amos, Joseph Huth, Chet Zimmer, Ruth Spetter, Donald Fontenot, Ramona
Rex, Jan and John Shaw, Judy Heumann, Rick and Carol Bartha, Joseph Carti-
no, April Ansen, Heather Baron, Jenny Bedell-Stiles, Byron Cline, Robert Daw-
son, Tom Degerness, Allen K. Dewitt, Robin Dimitre, Terril Doherty, Christel
Eichner, Vasiliki Farrier, Gina Glyshaw, Marian Grebanier, Zach Hymes, Jeff
Fryer, Marian Grebanier, Camille Hofvendahl, Stephen Judkins, Wes Kemp-
fer, Kendra Kimbirauskas, Ann Kloka, Edward Langlois, Karen Mertens,

Eric Laukkanen, Emily Lethenstrom, Keith Lockey, Natasha Martin, Barbara
McLean, Keven Murphy, David Patte, Elizabeth Patte, Barbara Pereira, David
R. Peter, Carey Pivcevich, Julie Sherman, Emily Suthard, Robert Worlock
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We have much to be thankful for with the passage of Ballot Measure 49 last
November. The Oregon Sierra Club Political Action Committee (OSCPAC) played
akey role in this victory to restore sanity to Oregonis land-use laws by protecting
farms, forestlands and open-spaces across our state from unsustainable develop-
ment. With your help we talked to tens of thousands of Oregonians about the
importance of passing Measure 49 for Oregonis clean water and quality of life.

It was your generous support for the Oregon Sierra Club PAC that made the
difference in our extensive Get-Out-the-Vote effort for Measure 49 which passed
resoundingly 62 d 38%.

In the upcoming election cycle, we will use this momentum to grow our electoral
successes. In 2008, Oregon will have an incredibly important and high prople
US Senate race. It is critical for the fate of our public lands, ancient forests, wild
salmon, and clean energy that a pro-environment Senator wins this seat. The
Oregon Chapter will marshal our resources and volunteers to win this race.

Our other top priorities for 2008 include electing more pro-environment state
legislators, county commissioners and city council persons. With your help, we
will increase funding for the DEQ to regulate polluters; close loopholes allowing
factory farms to despoil rural communities and the Columbia River Gorge; forward
sensible clean energy projects; protect salmon and wildlife; and defend Oregonis
forests and open spaces from unsustainable logging and development.

Please join us in protecting Oregonis environment. You can help by making a
donation of 10, 25, 50, 100 or 1,000 dollars. Your donation counts. Thank you for
helping to shape Oregonis future by giving the Oregon Sierra Club the resources
necessary to elect and protect environmental champions.

Note: Although a gift to the Oregon Sierra Club PAC (OSCPAC) is not tax de-
ductible, under Oregon law, donations during 2008 can be used for a tax credit
on your 2008 Oregon tax return for the amount of your donation up to $50 ($100
for married couples pling jointly). When sending your donation, please by sure
to include a note that includes your occupation and employer, their city and state,
and your address and phone number as required by Oregon election ofpcials.
Donations to OSCPAC will help ensure we can successfully protect the environ-
ment at the ballot box this upcoming November.
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BY IVAN MaLuskl, CONSERVATION COORDINATOR

An article this past summer in the Oregonian presented a revealing look at
Senator Gordon Smithis misplaced loyalties when it comes to the protection of
Oregonis environment. The article noted that with the resignation of Senator
Larry Craig of Idaho, timber, mining and other resource extraction lobby groups
were pinning their hopes on Smith to carry their water in the US Senate. In the
article, Smith seemed eager to represent these special interest groups whose
agenda is often at odds with the majority of Oregonians when it comes to clean
water, ancient forests and protecting endangered species like wild salmon.

A quick look at campaign pnance records over the past eight years shows
that Gordon Smith is closely aligned with timber industry lobbyists and
accepts signipcant amounts of funding from these organizations as he works to
advance their agenda. According to Federal Elections Commission information
for federal candidates, since 2002 only George W. Bush has received more
money from timber industry lobby groups than Senator Smith when up for
re-election (visit www.opensecrets.org for details). In fact, the last time Larry
Craig and Gordon Smith were up for reelection, Smith received more money
from the timber industry (over $150,000) than Larry Craig ($120,000).

Like Craig, Smith has been one of the most dedicated supporters of policies
to log ancient forests and weaken protections for endangered species such as
Oregonis wild salmon. In the wake of the Biscuit pre of 2002, Smith attempted
to pass legislation that would have fast-tracked logging in roadless areas and
ancient forests in some of Oregonis most important complex of wilderness and
wild and scenic rivers.

Smith also worked closely with Vice President Dick Cheney in 2001 and 2002
to deliver water to Klamath Basin irrigators, a move which led to a massive psh
kill that destroyed over 70,000 salmon in the Klamath River in 2002, including
endangered Coho. Fisheries ofpcials have cited the 2002 psh kill as one of the
major contributions to the depletion of Klamath River psh runs and coastal
pshing shutdowns that cost Oregonis rural coastal pshing communities tens of
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millions of dollars. Regarding his wiggling on the Klamath psh Kill issue, the
Register-Guard this past summer chastised Smith for being owilling to bend and
selectively omit the facts to justify ideologically driven political positions.6

Right now, President Bush is using his last 12 months in ofpce to signipcantly
ramp up clearcutting in Oregonis last ancient forests, roadless areas and
along sensitive salmon streams. Some of these policies stem out of handshake
agreements and out-of-court settlements with the timber industry to dismantle
the rules and laws that currently protect our forests. This includes the
dismantling of requirements that steps are taken to protect watersheds and
sensitive species before logging is approved, and efforts to remove rules that
protect large, pre resistant trees on public lands in eastern Oregon. Notably, the
Bush administration has launched a plan that would bring 1,000 miles of new
logging roads and 200 square miles of clearcuts over the next ten years across
ancient forests and sensitive salmon streams on BLM land in Western Oregon
(see related article on this page).

But there is a better way. We do not have to make a choice between healthy
economies and our ancient forests, clean water and salmon. Oregonians,
both rural and urban, overwhelmingly support protection of ancient forests
and clean water. We can move beyond the conyicts of the past and create
jobs by removing old logging roads and restoring damage caused by past
roadbuilding and clearcutting. We can thin brush and small trees in and near
communities to protect them from wildpre. Protecting communities from pre
and creating jobs in damaged landscapes, while protecting ancient forests,
should be the top priority of our federal land management agencies.

As the Bush administration works hand in hand with the timber industry
during its last days in ofpce, Senator Gordon Smith has a choice: he can stand
with mainstream Oregonians, both rural and urban, who support protecting
ancient forests and clean water, or he can stand with President Bush and the
timber industry lobby groups as they work to strip away Oregonis natural
heritage.
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BY SHANNON WiLsoN, CENTRAL FEDERAL FORESTLANDS Issue COORIDNATOR

If implemented, the the Bureau of Land Managementis (BLM) Western
Oregon Plan Revisions (WOPR) preferred alternative would clearcut 143,000
acres of ancient forests in the prst 10 years alone! This equates to about 10,000
football pelds of clearcuts per year. It would triple the current logging volume
from 260 million board feet (MMDbf) to more than 760 MMDbf per year.

All alternatives except the 0No Action¢ alternative would reduce streamside
buffers on more than 20,000 miles of streams, negatively affecting salmon and
riparian terrestrial species. The BLM has likely calculated that they would not
be able to implement the preferred alternative. Thus when the time is ripe, the
BLM will choose the alternative that they predicted would seem most reason-
able while not abandoning their whole agenda.

In light of overwhelming climatic and biologic evidence, our biosphere and
the organisms essential for itis continued function are now at risk of collapse.
Thus our entire civilization is at risk of collapse, and our communityis survival
may depend on the essential local resources that are available to it. Here in the
Northwest, the intact native forests and what they provide for us (clean water,
salmon, soils, and carbon storage biomes) are going to be our lifeboats on a
sinking ship.

When an agency like the BLM is damaging and destroying these lifeboats,
they are threatening the future survival of our planet and our community as
well as the survival of our own families. Any entity or individual who threat-
ens the survival of our community or our families now or into the future must
be stopped, reversed or abolished.

If our congressmen, senators, governors and other elected ofpcials donit un-
derstand how dire the current situation is, and are not actively
opposing the destruction and preparing communities for the
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BY JERRY SUTHERLAND, ExecuTivE COMMITTEE

How can we help high desert ecosystems, and by doing so provide the wild-
life dependant on them a safe haven from global warming? By adding Wilder-
ness and other protective designations to remove threats they face.

In 2000, Congress protected Steens Mountain and the Alvord Desert in
Eastern Oregon, 175,000 acres as Wilderness and 100,000 acres of that livestock
free. Occasionally live wondered if the never-ending effort to pass, implement,
and enforce this legislation were worth it. | decided to pnd out by spending
my birthday this summer hiking into an area that had seen especially hard hit
by cattle and motorized recreation use in decades past. The habitat recovery |
witnessed after just seven years removed any doubts.

I had a hard time pnding the tracks of the old road in many places. Grasses
now grow waist high in meadows that once were just stubble and cow pies.
Sedges and willows pll what were eroded cut-banks. High water tables are
killing off invasive juniper. Trout dart about in deep pools of clean water in
streams that once were shallow and at times even dry.

My eyes feasted on a natural landscape, mostly free of fences and grazing
developments. Over the last few years, these have been removed by High Des-
ert Committee volunteers, National Outings Program trip leaders, and partner
groups. My mind calmed down and was able to reyect in a way only possible
when removed from the chaos of modern civilization for an entire day.

I write this report out of a tremendous sense of gratitude to all the Sierra
Club leaders and volunteers who made this birthday special. Thanks to each of
you on behalf of Steens as well as myself. It is more important now than it has
ever been to protect wild places.

photo by Jerry Sutherland

inevitable hardships, then they need to be removed from ofpce.
Thus far Senator Wyden, Congressman DeFazio or Governor
Kulongoski have made few public statements regarding the WOPR.

Why are they being so quiet on this issue of the BLM trying to log all
the remaining ancient forests and to triple their cutting levels across all
land designations across 2.5 million acres in western Oregon?

Perhaps our representatives have not heard from enough upset
constituents about the BLM and Big Timberds plans to return to the
old days of the reckless logging methods of the 1980s. Could it be
that they are afraid to stand up to the good oli boys of Big Timber
who can still throw their mighty dollars around and make life dif-
pcult for them?

So, if you havenit made your voice and angst be known to your rep-
resentatives, get to it! This year, the BLM plans to roll right over the top
of us little Oregonians and all the pesky endangered species.

A summary and analysis of the BLM preferred alternative is avail-
able from the National Center for Conservation Science & Policy
(www.nccsp.org).

For ways to get active and involved in stopping the BLMis WOPR,
go to www.oregon.sierraclub.org/conserv/forests/index.asp.

Comments on the BLMis draft environmental impact statement
are due by January 11, but there will still be many opportunities
throughout the year to voice your opposition. The BLM hopes to
pnalize its plan so that President Bush can sign it before he leaves
ofpce in 2009. Together we can stop it!

The Spectacular Steens
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